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LETTER 



PREFACE. 



THESE Letters were not unifavourably 
received at their firft appearance; 
but the operation pf fuch traniient publi- 
cations is foon worn out ; I venture, there- 
fore, to lay them once more before the 
public. They were written whilft fome 
of the meafures which have brought on 
our prefent unexampled calamities were 
in agitation. Thefe efFefts were then fore- 
ft^n in their caufes. ^It may be worth 
while to take a review of both. Perhaps a 
further confideration of the inevitable con- ,. 
nedlion between fuch caufes and fuch ef- 
fe<fls, may have a tendency at length to 
open, late as it is, the eyes of fome well- 
meaning, but miftaken fupporters of that 
unfortunate fyftem. 

a The 
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The great* bufinefs of this time is the 
fcufinefs of us all ; minifters allow not only 
our concern in the queftion, but our com- 
petency to judge of it. By courting our 
favodf, they have confefled our importance. 
Never was the public approbation of ofii- 
cial meafures folicited with fuch an impor- 
tunate afliduity. Not fatisfied with the 
labours of the prefs, the pulpit is taken 
into the fervice. We fee the fpirit of pride, 
ambition, and defpbtifm domineering in the 
fandtuary of humility, long-fufFering, and 
felf-denial. War and blood come recom- 
mended from the oracles of peace and for- 
givenefs. As our miniftry equally employ 
the regular and the favage . to fight their 
battles, fo they ufe indifcriminately the or- 
thodox divine, and the field preacher, to 
animate the unthinking multitude to their 
new Weftern crufade — a crufade far more 
wild than any of thofe fanatick expeditions, 
which in the gloom of obfcure ages, were 
preached by monaftick enthufiafm to Go-. 
thick ignorance — a crufade more adverfc 
to the juft rights, and far more repugnant 
to all the honeft feelings of human nature. 

. Thefc 



• Thefe inftruments of mifchief, of all 
forts and colours, have been employed not 
only to ftimulate our worft paflions, but by 
a perversion of thofe paflions to increafe 
their natural blacknefs and malignity. We 
are taught cruelty and arrogance towards 
our countrymen, meannefs and fubmiflSon 
to foreign nations. In this glorious work 
they are all employed, from the rich con- 
tractor, who confumes the public revenue, 
down to the poor excifeman who colle<fls 
it. The influence of the crown, confider- 
able in peace, in war is boundlefs. There 
is hardly any denomination of men who do 
not find fome immediate advantage in war 5* 
till this advantage is dealt out by minifl:ry, 
and is dealt out not as it may befl; ferve the 
purpofes of their war, but of their faction. 
The expence of every military corps they 
raife, is the means of retaining a large body 
of venal, and therefore mofl: zealous, ad- 
vocates in their caufe. Their grand aim in 
all this circulation, is to perfuade us that 
our fufl^erings are the refult of our own 
defires, and not of their mifmanagements. 
?t 2 Avail-. 
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Availing themfclves of the hired loqua-» 
city of their agents, they affert, that the 
voice of the people is w^ith them. Thus 
every Englifhman feems called upon to 
admit or deny the fad:, to confefs or dif- 
claim his being a party to the public ruin. 
How extenfively this delufion and corrup- 
tion may operate, I cannot determine j I 
truft that they have not yet prevailed over 
the major part of the kingdom. There 
are ftill ears not abfolutely clofed to all en- 
quiry into our real fituation, and the merits 
of that condud: which has plunged us into 
it. We are ftill in temper enough to exa- 
mine, whether the policy which has alie- 
nated three millions of people, has been 
well calculated to conciliate the afFedlions 
of men ? whether the mekfures that have 
loft 'an empire, have been well adapted to 
enforce univerfal obedience ? 

The following letters agitate thefe quef- 
tions. It feems to me to be a fubjeft that 
cannot appear too often, or in too great a 
variety of ihapes before the public tribunal, 
Englifti good fenfe may be mifled from 
-pafliQn, it mjy be fijr^rifed from inatten- 
tion i 
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tion J but I hope this nation is not yet ca^ 
pable of deliberate nonfcnfe, and cool ab-t 
furdity. 

The weak and violent meafures that have 
been adopted, have, as we forefaw and 
foretold, induced all the Engliih of Ame^ 
rica to cafl off entirely the government of 
this country. The minifters have declar-f 
ed that it was always the intention of 
America to do fo j and they have certainly 
taken care that th^y fhould want no fort of 
provocation to juftify the carrying that 
intention into aft. They have called for 
^^ unconditioned fubmijjiony' and they have 
been anfwered by ** total independence'^ 
How far good management may remedy 
the eifedts of bad, it is impoflible to di^ 
vine ; but by a wair to force unconditioned 
fubmiflion, no good can refult to the Eng- 
lifh nation on either fide of the water. 

Whatever we may think of it, this war 
will decide on our own liberties, as well 
as on thofe of America. 

If America be reduced to flavery by force 
£)f arms, the freedom of the conqueror will 
pot long^furvive the liberty of the van- 

(juifbed, 
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ig[uiihcd. It is. not fafe for a ftatfe which 
lvalues itfelf upon 'its privileges, to contain 
within itfelf a large body of people, who 
have' no privileges of their own to lofe. 
They vvrill always ad: with that politician 
who aims at introducing a fcheme of equa^ 
lity. This ecjuality will be much more eafily 
cpmpafled, as it will be much more natu- 
rally delired by the undertaker,, by pulling 
down thofe above the level, than by raifing 
thofe who are below it. When a Prince 
ihall come, who wifhes to have his fubje6ls 
Slaves, he will moft certainly have all the 
flaves in his dominions qf his Party, 
When the Roman empire was turned into a 
monarchy, the fubjedl provinces which had 
been ftripped of all their rights by the 
pride of Rome, were unanimoufly defirous 
of a Revolution, which funk all diftindlion 
In a common fervitude, nee earum rerti?n 
Jlatum, provincice abnuerantj fufpeBo Jenatus 
topulique imperio. 

The minifterial writers and addreifcrs 
have indeed lately hit upon a curious topic 
of declamation, which has furniflied abun- 
dant matter of invecflive againfl their op- 
ponents, and of compliment (as they pre- 
tend) 
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tend) to the King. The King (fay theia 
gentlemen) with an unparalleled magna- 
nimity of fpirit, and an ^unequalled regard 
for the conftitution, 

" Above all Greek, above all Roman fam^," 

Refufes the aftonifhing offer which the Colo^ 
nies make him of becoming an abfolute mo- 
narch, free from the controul of Parliament, 
over that extenfive and growing part of the 
empire. According to thefe writers their very 
natural conteft is thus circumftanced : We 
behold a Prince exhaufting his Exchequer, 
fpilling the blood of his beft troops, and 
by his requifitions, fatiguing every ally he 
can purchafe — and all, to prevent an un- 
heard of fort of rape from his own fub- 
je£ts, who would compel him againfl:' his 
will, to accept an arbitrary authority over 
them. In this reprefentation we fee all ther 
fubjedls in one part of his dominions 
united with a very large portion of them in 
another part, by every method xif violence, 
of fadtion, of fedition, and of open rebel-* 
lion, ftrugglihg to invert him with ja bound- 
lefs dominion over their lives,- ,libertie«, 

and 
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ind fortunes ! This is what the minif- 
tcrs are not afhamcd to aflert — and they 
have even been at the foolifh pains and ex- 
pence of circulating pamphlets to prove it. 
Th^ fituation on the fide of the fubjeft 
is gertainly new ! the diftrefs on the part 
of the Prince truly afFedting ! — It is by 
fome fuch mifreprefentation, undoubtedly, 
that the minifters delude and betray their 
Sovereign. This confideration entirely 
takes off all real blame from the facred 
perfon to whom no blame can be imputed 
conjiitutionally . But whatever fuccefs they 
may meet in their deception; I am afraid 
that the gentlemen concerned in making 
this reprefeotation, are themfelves perfedlly 
well apprifed of its fallacy. They will 
one day tell the King what Lord Sandwich 
J)ublicly told the Duke of Grafton, that 
they deceived him on purpofe to lead him 
on in their meafures. For they muft be 
tolerably fenfible how ridiculous it is to 
fuppofe, that the Americans, whom they 
are fo violently accufing of republicanifm, 
fhould be fhedding their befl blood to efta- 
bliih an abfolute monarchy. That they, 

who 



t i* 1 

\vlib are charged with having always aflfe^cd 
an entire independence of this crowQ^ meaA 
to give the King an unqualified authority 
oyer thcm^is fur^ly rather a little paradoxic 
cal. 

. The reality of the fears of our Minifters^ 
*' leaft thl^ King fhould obtain a revenue 
'* indepcnilent of Parliament,'* appears 
froni their continual complaint that the 
Colony affemblies make fo very poor andv 
precarious a proyifion for civil Govern- 
ment. It is in truth the frugality of thefo 
affemblies, wjiich the Minifters hate, and 
not their prodigality, that tn^ fta^d ia 
dread of. They find it much oiOre confiku^ . 
tional to deal with one compliant, th^ , 
with twenty refradory affembliej • 

They are in the right, it is a courfe in* , 
finitely more pleafant tothofewho govern. 
Parliament wil), they know, bp fufficientl/. 
liberal of money ^ which is not .their?, , 
fince they find the;n fo very moderate in 
its oBconomy of what is properly their 
own. , 

Thiiferious miniflerial dre2^d of the Ring's 
enjoying a vaft revenue independefit of Par- 

b liament. 



'ji 



t # ] 

Ikthem, ^fean^fahftheit pcrfeA com- 
pt^\iTt in' ^ dstngtr of the fame kind, but 
fk# m<^ j^rfcflingy by being fo much nearer' 
hctee; UNliriHl ha&apeftiion lift of 90,000!. 
a year, intirely at bis Majefty's difpofal ; 
there are alfi> offices there, intirely in his 
gift, to as large an amount; befides the 
exteriEve difpofition of near a million of 
revenue wholly out of the infpe<ftion of 
the Britifli Parliament. 

It is furprifing with whit conipofure 
Ae mihiftcrial magnanimity enables them 
to lleep with fuch a mine of power and 
influence under their pillow, and without 
the Icaft trontreral. This revenue is already 
mxich larger than the moft fanguine fpecu- 
lation could promifo from American affem- 
blfes iif tm hundred years. 

But the* truth is this, leaving to the 
Atnerican*^ the difpofition of their own 
property -can ahfwer no minifterial pur- 
pbfes whatever, whether thefc affemblics 
make a more liberal, or a morcreferved 
tife of this |)ower. For if the American 
aflemblies fbould coittintte in their origi- 
•• V '•■ • - iial 



C ^i I 

nal uncivilized^ ckurlifli^ favage purity, 
they will certainly grant no more of the 
Tubilance of their donflj^tueat^, than they 
are fare wiU be for the advantage of thofi^ 
ip^ho truft them w^th the difpofal q£ it. Iii 
this cafe, there will be no additional pen-p 
fions from America fof Mr. Jenkinfon> 
Lord Clare, or . Mr. Ellis^ and a long et 
faetera of Parliamentary and minifterial 
worthies. This is a ^eriou$ Jofs, and a 
real fubjeft of alarm to Minifters ruling on 
the principles t^st now a^jiate imr pubr 
}ic councils* 

If on the coatrary, the CpQW» fhould, 
fcy degrees, and by good management ob^ 
itain an influence wh;ch might excite the 
American affemblies tp greater generofity, 
the efFedt wovild be too remojte^ for the prcr 
fcnt poffeflbr* of power and favour to hope 
any fort of advantage from it. Corruption i$ 
not very loijg fighted^ Selfifhnefs does not 
confult fuceeflion. The intereftcd of tor 
day, will not provi4eat their own expcnce 
for the profit of. the felf interefted of future 
tjmcs). Such jpQjfterity, they know, have 

l> * ^ C0l»r 



a comfortable inheritance in their own care of 
themfelves) and the prefent generation will 
not foreftall their indaftry . Befides the mi-r 
nifters may be rather apprchenfive, confider^ 
iijig the growing number of the American 
Reprefentatives, that the labourer? may de-p 
vour the whole harveft, and leave little or 
no rent to be returned to the Uwful Lords 
Paramount of Sine.-cure and penfion, iu 
Great Britain. 

Thefe I imagine are the real apprehenT- 
fions which arife from the idea of permits 
ting the Americans to continue in the old 
pradice of granting their own money; 
fince this is the fingle inftance in which we 
find our politicians under fuch panic and 
^Jperftitious fears of the eiFedt of Crown 
influence. In all other refpefts, they are 
true free thinkers s genuine, una|Fed:ed efT- 
prits forts. 

Whatever their fea^s or hppes may be, 
they have got us into a war, for the charges 
r>f which in any event, their gain or their 
^pfs, the good or the ill fuccefs of their 
arms, will afFprd to poor* England a very 
poor indemnity. 



[ ^ ] 

t 

The xninifters liave indeed gone iuch 
lengthS) that they think it impQfiibl& for 
us to l()ok back. They fay that we muft 
now, without rcfledting on the part, en* 
deavour to give all noianner of effed: to the 
meafures that are on fr$a/. If any thing 
rational were on trial, it would indeed b^ 
wrong not to let it have a fair one ; but the 
execution of an ill-concerted plan, is the 
very niifchief of it; it turns fpeculative 
abfurdity into pra<ftical ; and beginning in 
ridicule, ends in mifery. Every day that 
we postpone our remedy, it undoubtedly 
grows the more difHcult ; and the terms of 
peace will become lefs honourable. 

But ill as our condition is, fomething yet 
remain? to be done. We have loft autho-^ 
rity by injudicioully attempting to gb- 
tain a great enlargement of it. We may 
try whether it may not ftiU be poflible to 
recover fome fflbftitute, at leaft in friend- 
fliip arid mutual intereft, for what we have 
loft in power. But a protradled war will 
deftroy even to the feeds of future friend- 
ihip. I am i&niible that much is expected 

from 
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frofh die vaQ: army which Gdman penury 
* and Englifh ptodigality has etfabled the 
ininiilry to employ. They who ibitik that 
0aughtering» bf|rning» and pluridei^rig, are 
the mea^s of ^conciting the minti^ of the 
people to our government^ have but *very 
poor ideas of aoy govemn>ent at all. Al- 
though thefe cntei injuries may compel 
fabmiffion, they are not of power to can- 
cel: memory. The-eflFe£t of (error is not 
lafting, but t})(? impceffion^ of hate and re-p 
fedlineot are de^l^ inlaid in the hearts of 
fiem The day miay come when the affec- 
'tionsrof Amerk:{i will be looked for as 
fomethiog of yalue^ ajid they are eyeri now 
/ worth pufchafijag even though Hefle and 
Brunfwick wf jrt td be defrauded of the 
largefl: part, of ^e bloody glories they ar? 
to purchafe by the 'flaughtcf of Englifli-r 
jneoH-althpiigh fewer Englifh fcalps werQ 
to decorate the martial dwellings of th? 
Ravage allies of our humane miniftry* 
:. If ihe folloi^ing papers can tend ever {q 
little to bring m to a knowledge of ouir 
true friends Aod tfWi en^mies^. the fole en4 
r . ^ ^ Pf 
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bf the Author, who is no aftor in this 
fcene, on one fide or the other, is fully 
ftnfwered* 
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Saturday^ September 23. 

Mr. Miller, 

THE minifterial writers, in one of thofe pa- 
ragraphs with which they enrich the public 
papers * are pleafed, for the fpecial entertainment of 
the good people of England, to tell them a curious 
piece of news. This intelligence is the more 
valuable, becaufe according to Lord Bacon's ex- 
preflion, it comes home to our own bufmefs and 
bofoms, 

Thefe gentlemen kindly inform us, " that in 
" the annals of the world, there is not to be found 
*' fo extraordinary a nation as our's." " We place 
" (it feems,) our chief pleafure in difcontent, and 
*' by a retrograde propenfity of thinking, are 
" never compleatly happy ^ without being compkatly 

miferabk.^* 

B The 

• Vide Public Advertifer. 
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The Minifters have made a valuable difcovery 
in the national charader. It muft be admitted to 
their honour, that none have ever more perfedlly 
profited of their knowledge of mankind, or have 
laboured more fuccefsfuUy to give entire fatisfac- 
tion to their country. By continuing the fame 
benevolent efforts a little longer, there is no doubt 
but that they will perfedly attain their end. The 
people of England are at length in a fair way of 
being compleatly happy, and happy in their own 
mode. 

Obfervcrs have been for fome time at a lofs to 
account for the conduit of Miniftry* They were 
not able to enter into the caufes of their fupine 
lieglefts and untimely endeavours. They could 
pot penetrate into the motives for their violent de- 
nunciations, and their feeble efforts-, for their 
difinclination to peace, and their inability for war ; 
for their irritating America to refiflance, by the 
aufterity of their laws ; and encouraging that re- 
fiflance, by the weaknefs of their military arange- 
ments. The whole is now explained. They were 
feeking for popularity-, they were conforming 
themfelves to our retrograde propenfities -, they were 
generoufly labouring for the felicity of a nation^ 
which, as they have fagacioufly difcovered, 
*' can never be compleatly happy, till they are 
rendered compleatly miferable.'* 

The 
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The benevolence of thefe good men even extends 
to their worft enemies. They tell us in the fame 
paragraph, " that the modern Patriots fliudder 
*' at the probability of fuccefs in the management 
*' of public affairs, and brood with a-favage de- 
'* light over the hopes of a national calamity." 

The modern Patriots are in truth as unreafonablc 
as they are reprefented^to be fadlious, if they do 
not gratefully acknowledge the incredible pains 
that Miniftry has taken to pleafe them. They 
have engaged us in a war, after fuch a Patriot's 
own heart. Envy and malignity would have 
befpoke it. In this war the objeft, the conduft, 
the probability of fuccefs, are all exaftly alike. 

We are ftruggling, it feems, to obtain a revenue 
by force, which that very force muft for ever 
difable the Colonies from yielding. At the fame 
time we are incurring expences, that no wealth in 
the fubjugated Provinces, and no chearfulnefs in 
granting it, can ever defray. 

The fcene of the war is on the other fide of 
the Atlantic ocean. There, we have no affiftance, 
no alliance, not a fingle friend. Thither we are 
to tranfport the flower of the Englifh youth, con- 
figned to flaughter, difeafe, and famine. Every 
thing neceflary to the fupport of war, or to the 
fuflenance of life, even to the minuteft articles of 
both, mufl be conveyed to the Britifli troops from 
hence, at the expence of millions, and at the 
B 2 mercy 
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mercy of winds and feas. The fupply of great 
armies, even in the midft of the moft plentiful 
countries, and in the moft commodious fituations, 
is chargeable, difficult, and fometimes precarious. 
What a work then muft the fubfiftance of an army- 
be, (I mean an army fufficient to produce any 
efFeft,) in a country three tHoufand miles diftant 
from home ? In a country where the provifion for 
a fmgle day cannot be purchafed ? Every finifter 
incident, every unfavourable event, muft be re- 
paired, if it can at all be repaired, from the diftance 
of 70 degrees of longitude -, and the leaft delay 
or misfortune attending the fupply, puts an end 
to the operations of an whole campaign, 

Whilft the Minifterial operations are clogged 
with thefe difficulties, the Americans are training 
and * hardening themfelves to war. The conti- 
nuance of the quarrel inures them to the ftate of 
things into which they are fallen. They are in 
the midft of their refources. With whatever 
vain hopes Minifters may flatter themfelves or 
attempt to delude their country, we may be af- 
fured, that where recruits, provifions, wood and 
iron, are furniffied by the country, the reft of the 
inftruments of war are eafily procured. No fea- 
nian will afTcrt, that powder cannot be conveyed 

to 

* The wonderful march of Arnold, in our Gazette, par excel- 
lence I fuppofe, filled one Arnold, is fome proof of the juftnefs 
gf this reafoning. 
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to tlie Colonics from abroad. No naturalift will 
affirm, that it cannot be made by them at home. 

This is the true date of our affairs-, this is the 
probability of fuccefs, which it feems is to glorify 
adminiftration, and to make patriots fhudder. 

Provided that no misfortune happens to the ar- 
my in America ; provided no foreign power inter- 
feres to affift the Provincials ; provided that th« 
foreign powers in whom we truft will certainly 
affift us: — With all thefe provifos, it is poffible, 
that this nation may, for one feafon more, — juft 
one more,— continue the expences of this defpe- 
rate and ruinous conteft. 

In the mean time the miniftcrial writers may 
manufacture paragraphs to amufe the people of 
England -, the Minifters may fend out more pojr- 
ter to keep up the fpirits of the diflieartened troops 
at Bofton •, the yet remaining wealth of England 
imay be fquandered in various ways, for the pur- 
pofe of hiding under lucrative contracts for war, 
the hafty declenfion of trade ; they may buy^ or 
beg, or cheat corporations into flattering addrefles. 
All thefe are but poor and temporary devices, 
which may for a while veil from our eyes the real 
ftate of our affairs, but are not of power to avert 
or foften the fmalleft part of the impending cala- 
mity. Infenfibility of danger, and fccurity from 
if, are very different things. 

The 
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The African trade has felt the blow already^ 
Thq Weft-India trade ftaggers, and is doomed 
to h\l the next. No trade can long ftand the 
prefent unwife conteft. The lofs of the Ameri- 
can commerce is a lafting evil ; the fubftitute for 
it, in the flufli which the Ruffian peace and the 
Spanifh armament have .caufed, is contingent, 
pafual, inadequate. 

The minifterial Manifcfto, from which I have 
quoted the above extraordinary paffages, fpeaks of 
jt as of a circumftance of aftonifhing abfurdity, 
^* that an EngUlhman Ihould look upon the 
« TRIUMPH of the King's troops with regret/* 
Englifhmen will tell Minifters what they think of 
fuch a triumph, when they have the fortune to 
fee it. As yet that triumph has not been caufc 
of joy pr forrow to any man alive. 

Do thefe men mock at our diftrcfs ? Do they 
really thinly thac the precipitous, retreat <jf thp 
King's troops from Lexington, was a triumph ? 
Do they think that the a(S:ipn at Biatiker's-hill, 
where at the expence of more than half the^ num^r 
ber that fought, thefe troops purchafed a fq^iall 
enlargement of their burial ground, wa? a tri^ 
umph ? Do they imagine that it is a triumph of 
thefe poor half-ilarved troops, to have fuffcred 
fVorn the day of that afcion,. as indeed they had 

. long 
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long before, as- clofe a blockade as any garrifoft 
can fufFcr in a place that is open to the fea ? 

If thefe be .the triumphs of the King-s forces, 
every public fpiritcd, every ihumanc and hon^ft 
mind, beholds them with the dtepeft forrow .and 
regret. There 13 Ao man Vrorthy of bearing ■ the 
name of Engliflimw* who doea-not fee with^gifef 
the mifcrable and difgracefal . lituatioin- of .the 
braveft troops, and the beft corllmander3 in the 
world. That man muft be' very iodiBfeteot: tQ the 
glory of his country, who does not fee ^d. feel 
too, for the condition into which both have bccii 
brought, by the moft unexampled imbecility and 
rafhnefs ; a condition which'originatihg from plans 
laid in grofs miiinformation. and fundamental 
crvor, no courage in the troops, and, no fkill in the 
commanded,. can pofliblyimprove^ . . 

. Here, for the prcfcnt, I amobligedto leave the 
troops and the triumph. ♦ I now turn to the gctitfei 
men who fight^ under much more comfortablc'Cir. 
cumftances, thebattles of the Miniftry in England; 
It is not onljr ia the'paragraph I qiote, that they 
prefume to infult thofe who differ from them lA 
politics, by charging them with a delight in thi 
national calamities. It is the conftant language 
6f thefe writ6rs".r" If any man has fhewn a difpo-^ 

ficion 

♦ Ticonderp^J^j Chambli, St. John's, Montreal,Jmay bfi 
added to the lift of thefe triumph*. 
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»fiuon to fuch an unnatural delight, whether Tie W 
a Minifter or a Patriot^ the community muft think 
fuch men dcfcrving of a feverer cenfure, than any 
which the pens of fuch writers fcem capable of 
inflidting. 

There are fomc indeed, who, if they do not 
delight in the national ^ftrefles, feem at leaft not 
to entertain a proper horror of them. Thefe are 
they, who, in all political difputes, are the con- 
ftant favourers of violent meafures; who are 
continually urging the people to war, and under 
the notion of meannefs and pufillanimity, decry* 
ing every idea of peace and reconciliation. 

Thefe gentlemen may indeed feel fomc morti* 
fication, not from generous fympathy, but from 
dilappointed pride, when the natural, however 
by them unexpeftcd, iifuc of their meafures, is 
ftrongly marked .in circumftances of public cala- 
mity. But thefe gentlemen ought to take care 
' how they miilake in others for exultation at the 
fiational misfortunes, thofe emotions of fcom and 
indignation, which all men of fenfibility muft dif- 
cpyer at the infatuated councils from whence our 
public misfortunes are derived. 

y A L E N S. 
LETTER 
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LETTER II. 



ADDRESSES. 

Saturday^ September 30. 
Mr. Miller, 

THE manner in which adminiftration is em- 
ployed,' appears rather extraordinary in the 
prefent circumftances of the nation. * That pe- 
riod, once fo awful ; that day of account, once fo 
terrible to ftatefmen, the meeting of Parliament^ is 
at hand. It might be imagined, that at fuch a 
time, Miniftry were exceedingly bufy in fabri- 
cating, for the fatisfaftion of the two Houfes, 
what they have hitherto thought proper to with- 
hold from the public, — ^fome fort of apology for 
the total failure of all their projedts. 

It might be fuppofed they were continually oc- 
cupied in a careful and detailed review of their 
former meafures; that by fuch a review they 
might difcover to what miftake in the plan, or to. 
what weaknefs in the execution, we were to 
afcribe the prefent calamitous fituation of our 

C ojf 
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affairs. One would think they were, at 
length, bending their attention on fome fcheme 
for preventing, if poflible, the final difmember- 
ment of the empire. ' Inftead of this, they are 
wholly occupied in the manufa£lure cf addreffes. 

To common obfervers this feems to be an odd 
entertainment for men in their condition. If in- 
deed addreffes to Minifters could infure viftories 
to armies ; if railing at enemies could repair de- 
feats ; if flattery could cover difgraces ; if fervi- 
lity could give plenty to famine, health to difeafes, 
and cure to wounds, nothing could be more pro- 
perly applied to the exigencies of Minifters, and 
to the neceflities of thofe who have the misfor- 
tune to bear arms in their fupport. If addrefles 
had this virtue, thefe courtly performances would 
certainly merit ail the care and expence which has 
been fo profufely lavifhed in obtaining them. 

Although I think this proceeding of Miniftry 
in many refpefts weak and trifling, yet I confefs 
that nothing, no not an addrefs exifts in vain. The 
managers are able to perceive, among the firft ef- 
fefts of this hopeful war (into which they have 
betrayed their country) an immenfe, an immediate 
increafe of the public burthens. They fee at 
length, and they fee only, becaufe they are forced 
to feel, that they have drawn up the fluices of an 
expence, which will not be in their power to let 
down at pleafur^. ' They perfevere in their mea- 

furcs. 
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fures, becaufe they wifli to continue in their 
places. They know that the meafures, ne- 
ceffary to their opulence, muft end in the beg- 
gary of their country. When the purfe and pa- 
tience of the people are exhaufted by the accu- 
mulated charges of an unnatural and difgraceful 
war, It is then that the prefent manoeuvres are to 
take their efFeft. The Miniftry will put the peo- 
ple in mind, that they fuffer at their own fpecial re- 
queft. They will point to their addrejfesy and tell 
them " Taxation is no Tyranny/' 

In one part of their projeft, there is no doubt 
the Miniftry will fucceed. They will get addrefles 
enough. None have ever mifled who have ever 
fought them. All the little agitators in boroughs 
will eafily perfuade men of much vanity, and no 
refleftion, that their names to an addrefs gives 
them a confequence at Court. The little, cun- 
ning, buttling politicians, in a corporation, think 
they may with great fafety exert themfelves to 
oblige a particular friend, that knows who and 
who are together, and that, when he pleafes, may 
fee thofe who fee the King. If things go well, 
they may plead merit ; if ill, they are loft in the 
crowd, and protedted by their obfcurity. One of 
thefe fnug Machiavels will reafon thus : — '^ We 
" are in for it. If the Minifter chufes a war, he 
*' will go to war, whether we will or not. If the 
*' taxes go on, little places, and little jobs as 

C 2 well 
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"well as great ones, will increafe. We too, if 
•« we play our Cards well, may come in for fnacks ; 
« whilft the whole burthen of the war, without 
. " any alleviation, will fall on the grumblers." 

The little politician at the Town Hall is not al- 
together miftaken. If his principal happens to 
think of him, after the purpofe is ferved, he 
may be paid for his work ; but the little politician 
at the Cockpit will find himfelfmiferably deluded. 
When the national debt and national taxes begin 
to fwell; when trade finks under its opprefllons; 
when Europe begins to be involved ; and the civil 
becomes but an introduftion to a general war, the 
Minifter, whoever he is, will find that thofe who 
are willing to flatter, are not able to protect him* 
Thofe who are fo ready to advife him to plunge 
his country into a war, will not be in a capacity to 
furnifh him with the means of carrying on that 
war, nor with the expedient for extricating him- 
fclf out of it. 

I believe there are very few of thefe figners, or 
even of the original promoters of thefe addrefles, 
who have once given themfelves the trouble to 
enquire, whether this war, of which they are fo 
enamoured, be abfolutely neceflfary ? To afk 
themfelves, how it is to be fupported ? To confi- 
der, what end it is to anfwer, if fuccefsful ? Or 
to refleft, if it be unfuccefsful, what remedy is to 
be found in fo dreadful a difafter ? 

One 
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One circumftance mctKiriks otight to make thefc 
gentlemen who halloo^ or who are hallooed to war, 
a Uttle cautious how they dip their hands in blood. 
The Minifters have fet out in their war with an 
avowed confeflion, that they tire not able to carry 
it on with the Jirength of this country. They are 
at this iriftant fiippliant at every Court in Europe, 
There is not a country in which want and fervi- 
tude have turned the lives of the fubjeft into an 
objedt of traffick to the Prince, in which Miniftry 
are not mortgaging the revenue of England, and 
plighting the faith of future Parliaments. It is to 
Hanoverian, to Hessian, to Russian Arms, 
that England is to owe the recovery, and the pre- 
fervatioh of our authority in America. 

Such arnis are, I admit, the natural inftru- 
nients for the eftabliftiment of arbitrary power. 
But the addreffers of fuch meafures would do well 
to 2Sk themfelves, to whom that arbitrary power 
is to belong, if foreign force Ihould proVe fuccefs- 
fiil? To thofe, by whom conquefts are made, 
the benefits of conquefts will belong. But I ab- 
hor the idea — Heaven forbid that flaves (hould 
ever become the matters of freemen ; or that 
Ruffian ferocity fhould triumph over Englifh va- 
lour in any part of the world. 

The Miniftry, though they are compleatly dif- 
graced in their principles, for the' attempt to ter- 
minate 
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minatc Britilh difputcs by foreign arms, may be 
further difgfaccd by their policy, by their failure 
in that enterprife. They have not yet been abl^ 
to gratify their addreffers with any certain aflurance 
that they fhall be permitted to tranfport over the 
Atlantic ocean 20,000 Calmucks and Coflacks, to 
lay wafte with fire and fword the habitation^ of 
Engliflimen, and to turn one of the faireft part 
of the Britilh dominions into one of their Tarta- 
rian defarts.* 

Whoever advifes others to war, ought not only 
to be perfuaded that the war is juft, but he ought 
to have a reafonable aflurance, that thofe to whom 
he applies himfelf, are of ability to carry it on 
with fuccefs. Otherwife he is not only facrificing 
the intereft of his country, but he is difgracing 
and ruining the caufe of juftice itfelf. Of the abi- 
lity of the Minifters for this great tafk, the ad- 
dreflcrs may have fome private knowledge to 
which they truft. But I muft fay their friends in 
power have not yet been pleafed to favour the 
public, whofe approbation they court, with any 
means of doing their capacity the honour that 

perhaps 

, *. They have not yet been able to fuccced with regard to 
Ruf&a, but fome German Princes have condefcendedto furnifh 
them with the means of ruining their country, by the mercenary 
aid of feveral regiments of Heffians, Brunfvvickers, Waldecks, 
and Deflaiu. 
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perhaps It deferves. Nothing has fucceeded with^ 
them, either in their civil provifions, or in their 
military arrangements. 

They have made a great number of ads of 
parliament, f which has left the ftate of govern- 
ment in a thoufand times a worfe condition than 
they found it. They followed their afts of par- 
liament with above twenty of the belt regiments 
in the fervice ; with almofl: the whole of the ma- 
rines ; with fuch^a ftrength of artillery and artil- 
lery companies, as were never employed when wc 
made war with France in America, To give ef- 
fect to this force, they have fent no lefs than four 
Generals. To the great land force, they have 
added a great naval power. The refult of all 
thefe immenfe military arrangements has been, 
that the Minifters have one town in America — for 
their armies to ftarve and die in. — This is the 
faithful abftradt of the firft year's hiftory, of our 
.new facial war. 

Thefe are plain matters of fa£t. An honed man, 
who fees no more tfian I can fee of the probability 
of fuccefs in the courfe which has been hitherto 
purfued, would therefore have his fcruples about 
urging the fame men to proceed in the fame courfe^ 

which 

f Bollon Port Ad. Maffachufets Charter Adl. Military 
Execution Aft. Reftraining fifhery, (commonly called the 
Starvation) Aft, The reftraining intercourfe Act, &c. &c. 
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which has been hitherto fo very unprofperous. 
Have thefe flatterers any ground for confidence, 
that the future proceedings of Minifters will be 
more fortunate than the paft ? If they have, it will 
be kind of them to open it a little to their expedt- 
ing country. One circumftance of incapacity in 
thefe Minifters is clear beyond all difpute, they 
have known nothing of the difficulty of the bufi- 
nefs they were engaged in. As the difficulty was 
not known, it could not be provided for. In 
confequence of this ignorance of the real ftate of 
America, all the force that has hitherto been fent 
thither is loft. We have all to begin anew, as if 
nothing had been attempted. England, under 
their condudt, exhaufted before fhe has adted, is 
obliged to reft all her hopes on the capricious al- 
liance of a defpotic Court, and the perilous aflift* 
ance of barbarian mercenary forces. 

It is for this affiftance, and for thefe forces, 
that fome deluded people are perfuaded to addreis. 
Our misfortunes are aggravated by a mortifying 
mixture of the ridiculous. We have been brought 
it feems into this difgraceful fituation of foreign 
dependence^ in order to maintain the honour and 
dignity of Great Britain. 

Upon this topic of our dignity^ I may fay 
fomething hereafter. For the prefent, I would 
ferioufly recommend it to my countrymen, to con- 

fider 
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fider (what never has been confidered for them) 
the difficulties of their proceeding in the courfe 
they have begun, and at the fame time the facility 
which appears for getting out of them. 

The v/ay before us, if we purfue the prefent 
courfe, grows every ftep more and more perplexed. 
The point at which we propofe to reft, recedes 
further and further from ourView. The way, if 
we change our route, is Ihort and fimple. The 
fingle condition of peace propofed by America is, 
" That we fi>ould put things on the footing they flood 
in 1762." This is the proportion of the Con- 
grefs; and this furely is no harfli, cruel, or humi- 
liating injunftion. We are defired to put our- 
felves, and our colonies, into that ftate, in which, 
from our happy union, we were the envy of the 
world. But the firft .terms propofed, are not the 
laft conclufive ones ; better may be obtained by 
treaty \ -all may be loft hy violence. 

Have we then any rational ground of hope, 
that by an obftinate war unflcilfuUy carried on, 
we ftiall be able to force from America more ad- 
vantageous terms of peace, than ftie offers at this 
moment ? Before any man fets his hand to an ad- 
drefs, he ougl)t to have a fatisfaftory anfwer to 
the queftion I have put. To abufe America, and 
to talk of dignity, is. not an anfwer. 

VALE N S. 
D LETTER 
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LETTER III. 



DIGNITY. 

Saturday^ OStoher 7. 
Mr. Miller, 

IN this letter I intend to apply myfelf princi- 
pally to thofe of my countrymen, who are 
commonly diftinguifhed by the name of the ^ory 
Party. 

There are many things in the doftrine and 
praftice of that body, which I never could per- 
feftly approve. A party whofe diftinguifhing 
charafteriftic is a defire of exalting the pre- 
rogative of the Crown, ought never to take the 
lead in a government conftituted like ours. But 
though I could not relifli the doftrines of this po- 
litical fet, I did not of courfe condemn the inten- 
tions of all who held them. I did not, I confefs, 
think the Tory party entirely well affedted to the 
conftitution. Their own favourite phrafe, " The 
eld conftitution^*\ which was, and is continually in 

their 
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their mouths, feems to imply an invidious dif- 
tindion ; and to intimate a diflike to the conftitu- 
tion, as perfefted, or if they pleafe, new model- 
led at the Revolution. But whatever their opi- 
nions of the conftitution might be, I thought them 
zealous, according to their ideas, for the intereft 
and honour of their country. In all things which 
diftinguifti this ifland from any other nation, the 
exclufive and patriotic partiality of their afFeftions 
has conftantly broke out, and fometimes not in the 
moft decent and orderly manner that could be 
wilhed. 

It always appeared to me a circumftance rather 
fuigular, that they whofe principles were fo much 
of foreign growth, Ihould far out go the Whigs 
themfelves in the abhorrence of foreijgners. The 
great bleffings derived from the Revolution, could 
not make them forget that King William was a 
Dutchman. They did not readily forgive even 
the founders of the fortune and greatnefs of his 
prefent Majefty, that they were born in Ha- 
nover, and were fuppofed to entertain fentiments 
of partial regard to their native country. 

In the principle of all this, though fometimes car- 
ried too far, and fometimes mifapplied, there was 
fpmething refpectable. I remember perfeftly well, 
xhat when theHeflian troops were brought hither in 
the laft reign, this party complained very loudly, 
D 2 The 
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The imminent invafion of England at that time, did 
not reconcile them to the meafure of committing 
any part, even of our moft neceffary defence, to fo- 
reign forces. Thofe foreign troops who were 
brought over for the purpofe of quieting the trou- 
bles in Scotland (for I mean to fpeak gently) in the 
year 1 745, did not meet from that party a more fa- 
vourable reception. Their unaffefted dread of the 
prevalence of the Houfe of Stuart in that criti- 
cal conteft, could not make them permit a mo- 
mentary departure from their ancient maxims. 
Their prefervation from the greateft of all cala- 
imaties, a fubjeftion to an irritatec|, a revengeful, 
a bigotted, even a foreign mafter, a mafter who 
founded his right upon the fuppofed nullity of 
every right in his fubjefts, could not excufe this 
obnoxious mode of fafety. 

It was in vain alledged in mitigation of that 
meafure, that the national troops were engaged 
abroad, that we had no time to get together, and 
to difcipline a body of Englifh ; that our foreign 
enemies had interfered, that fome forces in the 
French fervice were aftually in Scotland ; and the 
arrival of more was daily apprehended. This was 
all urged 10 inattentive ears. The Tories ftill ex- 
claimed, that the troops of our allies brought hi- 
ther on that occafion were foreigners \ and no- 
thing but the confideration that a late capitulation 

had 
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had bound them not to be of any ufe, could in- 
duce the Tory party to bear the prefence of fuch 
guefts, with any reafonable patience. 

Sudden emergencies may make the departure 
from the moft wife and fettled principles juftifia- 
ble by the evident ncceffity of the cafe. But cer- 
tainly, the general principle of keeping foreign 
powers from interfering in national difputes^ is 
founded in the trueft wifdom, and founded po- 
licy. There is not only, no dignity, but no 
fafety in a different condu6t. I was therefore a 
good deal furprifed, when I found fo many of 
the Tories not only tolerating, but rejoicing in the 
attempts made by Minifters for engaging large 
bodies of foreigners to adl in the prefent civil 
war. To what are we to attribute this extraor- 
dinary change., which that party has made in the 
only part of their fentiments, in which they were 
perfeftly juftifiable ? Inftead of murmurs, com- 
plaints, and i*emonftrances, we fee the perfons 
moft warm in that caufe, almoft every where ac- 
tive, and buftling to procure addreffes of com- 
pliment, in order to give the Minifters all kind of 
credit and fupport in their negociations for fo- 
reign troops. 

In all this I fee no fort of attention to the ho- 
nour of this country. The firft principle of dig- 
nity is independence. A government in profound 

peace 
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peace with all its neighbours, which b not able, 
without external affiftance, to enforce obedience 
from its own fubjedb, is in effedl annihilated. 
The powers on whom fuch a phantom of autho- 
rity depends, are the true and real government 
The other is only a vaffal. If we cannot gpvera 
it but by the forces of Ruflia and Hanover, 
Hanover and Ruflia are not only the Rulers of 
America^ but they are the Mafters of England. 

There muft be fome extraordinary weaknels in 
Adminiftration, fome difinclinatron to the fer- 
vicc in the grofs of the people, fomething unu- 
fually colourable in the refiftance, that at the 
very outfet of the quarrel^ has difabled the ftrongeft 
power in the world. Our Minifters flumble at 
the threfhold ; they are out of wind before they 
have run the firft heat. The firft year of this 
war in America, they implore foreign nations to 
bring them out of that ftruggle, which, a littk 
v/hile ago, they told us might be ended by a very 
few of the fuperfluous regiments, which a prodi" 
gal peace ejlablifhment wantonly kept up for pa- 
rade and fhew — Such is the dignity of England 
in the hands of its prefent truftees ! 

If we cannot end our own quarrels by our own 
wifdom, or our own power, they will never be 
ended. Foreigners very rarely, if ever, interfere 

with 
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with cordial purpofes to the benefit of the party 
which calls them in. It will be their bufinefs, 
like lawyers, to prolong the fuit, in order to ex- 
hauft the litigants. 

Whilft the quarrel continues, foreign powers 
know that you mull comply with every demand, 
and fubmit to every inf jlt. The old enemies of 
the kingdom will be fure to fan the flames of 
diflention. The very beft afFefted of the foreign 
Courts will make themfelves neceflary as long as 
they can. They will aflift you juft enough to 
continue the difpute, but not to end it ; becaufe 
that difpute, and their fuperiority, mufl: have ex- 
aftly the fame duration. 

Rather than confent to be thus at the mercy 
of foreigners, Dignity, if Ihe would condefcend 
to take con^mon-fenfe into her councils, would 
think, that the cruel alternative propofed by the 
American Congrefs, " of returning to the fitua- 
tion in which we flood in 1762," ought to be ac- 
cepted. If Englilh Dignity is to be compro- 
mifed, I had rather fettle amicably with Ame- 
rica, than be obliged to too polite a fubmifTion 
to the Houfe of Bourbon. I fhould confent ra- 
ther to bear the Roughnefs of Englifh Liberty, 
than fubjeft myfelf to foreign Pride, and barba- 
rian Infolence. I had rather fhake Hancock and 

Adams 
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Adams by the hand, than cool my heels in the 
antichamber of OrlofF and Eotemkin. * 

V A L E N S. 

* I fear I ought to apologize for a fentiment fo oppoiite to 
the notions adopted by the Minifter, and all his friends. 
When the Britifh flag was infulted by the Spaniards, in taking 
off the rudder from an Englifh Man of War, our unimpaiConed 
Minifter faw with his eyes broad open all the dangers and 
horrors of a War. The condition of our finances made him 
tremble at the expences to be brought on, by a conteft with 
Spain. No principle of dignity retarded the ellablilhment of 
peace, on the />)f opening that could be found. But a free 
people, ftruggling for the prefervationof the/r/V/^/^, on which 
our Conftitution is founded, muft not be heard. Their very 
petitions muft not be received, until they are at our feet. The 
horrors of war more (hocking as being a Civil war, and an 
expence far more deftruftive, as being on both fides out of the 
bowels of the Britifh fubftance, is to be chearfully borne, 
rather than fubmit to the Indignity of a Reconciliation with 
our fellow Citizens. 
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LETTER IV. 



THE CAMPAIGN. 

Saturday^ OSfober ii, 
Mr. Miller, 

THE proper anfwer to an addrefs for war, 
is a tax. There can be no doubt, but 
that fuch an anfwer will be returned fairly and 
fpeedily, and without a fhadow of equivocation. 
In this point at leaft, the Minifters are capable of 
giving perfeft fatisfailion to their admirers. To 
exhaufi the Jinking fiind^ — to accumulate debt^ — to 
raife the land tax\ — to put an additional duty on 
malt^ and on malt liquors^ — and to revive the 
home excife upon cyder^ — thefe are things \<^ithin 
the power of the moft common financier. The 
ways of taking the public money, or of fpend- 
ing it when taken, are tolerably obvious. There 
is nothing required for thefe purpofes, but pa- 
tience on the part of the people. And Admini- 
ftration has had, for fome time paft, comfort- 
£ able 
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able affurances, that the good people of Eng-i 
land poflefs a fufficient fhare of that fteady and 
ufeful, though not very fhining virtue. 

The Addreflers, with an honeft eagcrnefs and 
anxiety, afk for war, and they offer their for- 
tunes. They need be under no fort of uneafi- 
nefs. The one will be given, and the other will 
te taken •, and as far as I can difcover from the 
courtly language of the Gazette, this is what is 
defired, and all that is defired, in the many dutiful 
and loyal addrefles with which that inftruftive 
paper has lately fwelled fo much beyond its ufual 
dimenfions. 

In former times, when the evil habits of fac- 
tion had rendered men importunate and difficult, 
a little more than this would have been looked 
for. People would have been defirous of fomc 
account of the ends and purpofes for which the 
public money had been expended ; of the man- 
ner in which the war had been conduced ; of the 
future profpeft of fuccefs from the arrange- 
ments already made, or which were in apparent 
' forwardnefs. If they received no fatisfaftion in 
thefe points, war would, in thofe times, have been 
thought very little more defirable than peace. 
Succefs, vidory, glory, national reputation, na- 
tional power, were th^ circumftances that for- 
merly made waf, and the train of war tolerable 

to 
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to a nation. The probability of a favourable 
event, and the beneficial confequences ofvidtory, 
when attained, were always more or lefs in con- 
templation. At prefent the fafhionable tafte feems 
to be, for efforts without vigour^ expence without 
return^ preparation without aSlion^ and war with- 
out an objeSt, 

I will not fay, whether I have been well or ill 
employed -, but abounding in leifure, as you will 
eafily believe, I have read over all the public per- 
formances of the friends of Miniftry. Not one, 
I imagine, has efcaped me. The coffee houfe 
I frequent is well fupplied with the papers. The 
papers are no lefs liberally fupplied with politi- 
cal eflays and paragraphs on the minifterial fide 
of the queflion. At no time have Miniflers 
more carefully attended to this mode of commu- 
nication with the public ; and they have fpared 
no expence nor trouble to engage diligent and 
induflrious writers in their caufe. 

One circumftance has flruck me as very Angu- 
lar. In all the courfe of this extenfive and va- 
rious reading, I never once obferved a letter, or 
even one fingle paragraph, fo much as infinuating, 
that '' the war with America had been hitherto 
conduced with common fenfe." If my recol- . 
lection has failed me, fome perfon of more reten- 

E 2 tive 
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tive memory or more accurate obfervation will 
be fo good as to fupply my defefts. 

Notvvithftanding this trifling omiflion, the 
Minifters, I muft admit, have not been wholly- 
wanting to themfelves. They have carried on a 
notable war with the Mile-End AJfemhly. They 
have fought a very ftrenuous battle with Mr. Maf- 
call. In my opinion, they have gained a com- 
pleat vidtory over him. They have laid Mr. 
Joel on his back. Atkinfon Bujh muft be a bold 
man if he ventures to (hew his face — For all 
thefe advantages, I give them full credit. But 
ftill the profcribed Hancock fits at the head of The 
United Colonies ; and Putnam the carpenter^ be- 
fieges and ftarves twelve thoufand Britilh troops 
with four of the beft Englilh Generals at their 
head. * 

I have concealed nothing which has happened 
in favour of our great ftatefman. The above is 
a fhort but fair and impartial account of the 
advantages obtained, and the . lofles fuffered by 
the minifterial arms of all forts, at home 
and abroad, during the glorious campaign of 

At 

* This was written in O6tober. Three winter months have 
not, we may believe, mended theiituation of thofe gallant men 
wantonly made the vidims of miniilerial infatuation. 
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At what a price all this gldry hasT been a6* \\ 

quired we ihall not immodiatdy know, though 
our inquifitive Parliament is fo fhortly to meet* 



.* 



Some part of the burthen we fiiall feel very foon. i^ 

But the whole charge certainly will not be thea *'•< 

difplayed; left itfhould throw fome damp on •• 

the. fpirit of addreffing, which at prefent feems * ** 

the grand refource.of the nation. . There will un- , 

doubtedly be a large and conftant demand on this 
fund of national policenefs ; and it will as largely^ 
and conftantlyanfwer the drafts at fight. Whatever 
may become of others, - there is no danger that 
thrs Bank fhould ever be obliged to ftop payment. 
The vein.of addreffing, -in- a fituation like thc^ 
prefent, is a phasinomenon rather unufual m the 
political. worJ[d, though in the moral it is highly, 
comniendable.. The compliments paid to defeat 
and misfortune, vc the effedk of true genero- 
fity. . If the thing ^ent no. further, all might 
be well. But it grows ferious when a compliment 
conveys a truft. -To this hour the want of fuq-. 
cefs was always deemed a prefumption of thei 
want of wifdom. It went htyond .2i prefumption^. 

* ' if 
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if tiie ill fucccfs had attended upon great 'foftScsJ 
Men grew out of humour, and became unwilling 
to commit their lives and foi'tunes to the care of 
thofe in whofc hands Qicy found that nothing 
Jprofpered. 

If they thought a war cKgibfc, this betaitie 1 
firong motive againft confiding to the tmfoftu- 
natc, in that prccife fituatioti, in which d£' all 
others Fortune has the greatcft Iharc. They 
would not fay, " we ought to g6 to war "with 
America, therefore, m^dcc a complimentary ad- 
drefe to thofe who have /j^ that country. We ought 
to uftfor^e-^ therefore fupport thbfe under whofc 
direftion power has funk into impotence.** 

The period for thefe congratulatory addiftfflcs, 
and this folemn approbation of mifiifterial coh^ 
duft is well chofen, and ftroftgly marked. It 
furcly dcferves to be as much diftinguifhed as an 
jEra in the Chronicled of Great Britain, as any 
event that has happened fincc the foundation of 
this monarchy. The JEfa of THE EVA- 
CUATION OF BOSTON. The compli- 
ments arrive precifely in the great important mo-.* 

meat 
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ment when the Britifli troops are compelled to 
quit the laft Britifti h)wn in America. From this 
period we are, I fuppofe, to begin the reckoning 
of a new golden age of commerce, liberty, and 
empire. 

V A L E N S. 
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LETTER V. 



OBJECT OF THE WAR. 

Saturday^ 03oher 2/^ ^775* 
Mr. Miller. 

I Remember Mr. Hume fomewhere in his hiftory 
obfervcs, that amidft all the calamities of the 
grpat civil war between Charles the Firft and his 
people, the Englifti enjoyed this Angular good 
fortune, that no foreign nation interfered in their 
quarrels. 

Mr. Hume is in the right. The circumftancc 
was fortunate •, and I am afraid it will continue 
to be fingular. The prefent melancholy civil 
war is of another kind, and is to be carried on, 
as it was begun, upon very different principles. 
It is a war in which, as foreigners have the fole 
intereft, none but foreigners will finally decide. 
In the great civil war between Charles the Firft 
and the national Reprefentative, both parties had 
in view fuch an objeft as ufually pafles for ra- 
tional 
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tional. Had Charles the Firft aftually fubdued his 
Parliament, he might poffibly have levied taxes 
without the confent of thofe who were to pay 
them. He would then have been to England, 
what England claims to be to America, the fole 
virtual Reprefentative of his people. Their con- 
fent would have been involved in his will. To 
refift would l>e to rebel. So far the politics of 
Charles the Firft and ours go on together ; but 
there is a flight circumftance in which they 
differ, , 

If he had carried his point, his power would 
have led to profit. The kingdom which he would 
have reduced, lay under his eye-, and all its 
concerns were within his grafp. By a common 
revenue eftablifliment^ and a moderate ftanding 
army, there was no doubt But that he might 
eafily have drawn into liis own coffers, as much 
of the property of his fubjedts as would have 
fupported that efUblifliment, and paid that army; 
and left a furplus befidte, for the purpofes of 
avarice, ambition, or diflipation. The natioa 
had the fame intereft to defend, which the King 
had to attack. Here was a war that had an ob- 
jeft. Prince and people ftrongly interefted, they 
wanted no intervention of foreigners to decidq 
their quarrel. 

F But 



3ut if Charles the Firft htd involred Hmfdif m 
all his difficulties, in order to tax, wkHoMit t^ir 
coofeat, z people who were 3000 miles by (e% 
diftant from him— if the peof^e at that diftanee 
were fcattered over a Wildernefs, 1700 miles v^ 
length, and 50Q in breadth-^-*if their extended 
fea coil was pervious by a thoufand havens, 
bays and creeks to every fraud, and every dbu- 
fion pf duties— if thefe duties, by the bed cqI- 
UAion, far from being able to fupporjt a vaft 
Handing army, a powerful navy, and numerous 
fortifications, would confeffcdly not fuffice for 
the maintenance of a tenth part of a competepc 
Revenue eftablifbment — if fuch bad been the at-* 
tempts of Charles the Firft, nothing but the con- 
^deration of his infanity could have drawn the 
leaft d^ree ot pity upon his misfortunes. The 
great fubjeft of curiofity would be, how he came 
to find any abettors in fo frantic an attempt. It 
would have been but natural for him to feek his 
inftrumcnts in every country but his own ; as 
thofe people would be the moft fit to fight -his 
battles who were the Icaft acquainted with his 
caufe. 

Charles, befides the obvious lucrative advan* 
tage which he poflcffed, had another apology for 
bis arbitrary undertakings j and Mr. Hume is 
too ikilful an advocate to let it pafe. His pco- 

pi« 
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p\t Were far fteni liberal M their fopfj^les. 'they 
freqtiefttlj^ cVcn rrfufed any fubfidj to his gr^atcfl 
wants. What arf d^ravktibn would it havd 
been 6f his^ mifcohdaft, if afl the world had 
known, and if ht hiffrfelf had confcflfed on re- 
cord, th^t tht grdiite of hk pco]f)le had outgoni 
his repiijitidf^j and that xMi fuppKes^ while vo- 
luntary, had far exceeded their ubilitiesf Join 
t^tti' tdgethtet the two Aippbfitibns which I have 
mdde, and let cVefy candid man form a judg- 
ment 6n the Wifdorii of that fovereign power (call 
it King or Parfiani^nt, or by what name you 
^feafej which could wage a deftruftive war fo^ 
art objeft- of ta^titibn in^pblfifele to be attained^ 
in order to avoid having' recourfe to a quiet mocfe 
df applrcatioA which had never failed. 

It is in our power bbftinately to (hut our eyes 
to the genuine appearances of things. If wd 
pleafe, we may ftop our ears againft reafon ; oi* 
we may preveht the voice, of truth from being 
heard, by thie din of bur own pafliohate talk- 
ing. But ftill reafon and truth will ofle way 
or other have their ope'ratiorij and though not 
feen or heard^ they will caufe themfelves to be 
felt. They are at this minute in full ehergyj 
and are now, though fiot fo fenfibly in the modc^ 
as in the effefts^ afting with irr^fiftible power^ 
While ,Parlianiient votes^ and Corporations ad* 
F 5^ dreft. 
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drefs, a general torpor and deadnefs have be^ 
numbed the whole community. The ftatc is 
paralytic. We have nothing left alive, but that 
miferable and feeble voice, with which we fuc 
for compaffion to the enemies of our former 
greatnefs, and call upon foreign nations to ob- 
tain for us fome fort of authority among our own 
people. 

England feels ihe has no intereft in this .quar- 
rel. The army cannot be recruited to any to- 
lerable degree of ftrength, much lefs to a force 
adequate to the ncceflitics of the prefent bloody 
fervice. It is becaufe the yet uncorrupted body 
of the people of England are brave and generous^ 
that they do not chufe to fhed their blood in this 
quarrel. All the ink that has been, or ever can 
be fhed in addreffes, will not perfuade them to 
join with German vajfals and Ruffian Jlaves^ in 
exterminating the little remnant of freedom 
which ftill continues to bl^fs the world. 

Unfupported by Englifh arms, the Minillers 
fly to Scotland. The gallant and fagacious peo- 
ple of that country, worthy to hit for ever, in 
fentiments. as in government, one with Eng- 
land, have declined to employ their valour for 
the deftruftion of their fole afylum from defpo- 
tifm and opprflioen. They will not chufe to 
pafs from predial to military fervitude. They 

will 
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will not fuflfer thcmfelvcs to be turned into mer- 
chandize, for the profit of thofe men who are 
taiterii^ for lucrative places and for regiments, 
the lives that are not yet facrificed to their ava- 
rice as landlords. * The Scotch are indeed going 
to America; but they are goin^ as fettlers, not 
as foldiers. ' An illegal order has been ifTued to , 
compel therh by force to continue in the houfe 
of bondage, and to keep the^ froni tailing the 
fertility and freedcw; of America, 
' The application tp Ireland has been as unfuc- 
cefsful as it was indecent. Did they imagine that 
generous people to be fuch an herd of . blun- 
deire^-s, as tp fpill their blood, in order to enable 
Minifters to tax, without their confeut, ,all the 
countries fubjed to this crown ? The Irijfli Ro- 
man Catholics feel as the Proteftants do. . They 
alfo know. America as an Afylijm. .None but 
a v^ry few vagabonds have been captivated by 
the^ half guinea liberality of the Earl of Ken- 
more, or the military rhetoric of Major Boyle 
Roche. 

Englift), Scotch, Irifli, failings Canada, French 
and Popifh, has been applifed to as the laft re- 
fource among Britifh fubjeds. Canada, French 
and Popifh,. have refufcd. Laws have been fuf- 
pended, and military defpotifm proclaimed in 

vain. 
. * The Author confeflcs himfelf fomewhat miftaken with re- 
gard to the Parliament of Ireland^ and the feofle of Scotland. 
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vain. The Canadians have heard the foumf of 
Kberty. 

The Miiiiftry thus difowned^ n6t kv wxM^ but 
in pt^itt by every old and every hew futsje^ of 
thii etnpke, sfifef obliged co' go about be^ggii^ «C 
fhtf deks^r ^t* eH^ff petty Court and cvierjr vtind 
State of Oertnferiy. They hate proftrated Eng-' 
Klh dignity before Ruflran defpotifmr. They ait! 
fethfied to fh^dt fikc fervile Gentlemen VAers 
before the Stateof the French Ambafladbr ^ tHiife 
afi* Etkrope looks wi A dcrifion at their aukwso^ 
fecond'-hand ah-s, and theit imitated gritAace^ 
of exotic complaifartce. They ftoop theif ilStf 
backs, to kife the bafffed hands of Spain*. Otxt 
hcroifc Minifters tfemble before the fit^itivef fi'm 
Algiers. Sir Jofeph Yorke, under their diret- 
tion, is employed in a manner that is certainly 
odious' to fo liberal a mind as his ; and, ihdeed; 
muft be fo to any man who has ferved his eoun- 
try in better times. He is alert and afti^^e, thd 
watches day and night. But he watches; pM 
the Councils, but the Ports of Holland. He vS 
obliged to thruft his nofe into the hatchway of 
every Dutch Dogger, and to rummage and crols' 
examine every paltry Package. The Ambaflador 
Extraordinary of England is funk into an attcn-' 
tive Tidewaiter. But all this expence of honaui^ 
has purchafed fcarce any fort of advantage. Their 

negociations 
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i^QciatloQS and ithebr foarcbos htLre been as un« 
fuccefsful and as impotejqKt as timx arms. AU 
they cm as yet d^ is to cMwr over Gibraltar 
and MiDorca iso Hanoytm^s. But tliou^ thejr 
have faikd in pix>curiag od^er nadoos to dcftrof 
our Colionies, our Coionks may imitate tbeir ex^ 
ample in calling ^ m foreign aid ; and as with 

a more 

^ It ^loes not a^>eiir ih^t (the -Colonies have «^ ^t aiade tny 
attempt to caU in fgreig^m fiiccoucs. That hnnuJiating glory 
has been left to the haughty fuperior. We bear that we have 
lately hgd fome appearance of fuccefs in clearing the jails 
and hofpitaJs of Germany, mach to the relief of thofe conn- 
tries, whatever it may be tQ^urs, The Heifian and Br«n^id^ 
rcinforqeme^ts ajre for the gr^tter part raw and new kvies , A fpc- 
cimep of them, of about three hundred, has been lately exhU^ite^ 
on the ihore of K^nt, If this complication of mifery and 
villainy c^n be manufaftured into an army by the Ikill and au- 
thority of aCerman Prince, yet will LordG.Germainc be quite 
poAtive that an adveaturoite ambitious Generad of that aamp 
with j6ypoo B|en f n(jpr jiis ooffmand, wUlJA^^ire tl^e ino^ve- 
niencesof fuch afiege a9€yarvown troops havje fijAained i WouU 
not, the juft complaints that General Carleton makes of ^ein^ 
left unprovided with the fupplies he expedled, arife to fome- 
thing worfe than comj^aittts from a foreign Prince? Might not 
fuch a man (b treated, think himfelf juftiiied to refent as well 
as cpmpla^n ? Is it i^npo^ible that he might quit the party, that 
did not fupport him in the manner ftipulatedr? Is it impoflible 
that -a German Prince might find a territory as large and a 
revenue as great as what he left in Germany ? Thefe are hints, 
the coniideration of thefe things may hot be unworthy of th« 
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a more decent excufe, fo in all human probalri^ 
lity with better fucccfs. 

In this unparalelled date of diftrefs and de- 
gradation of their country, the Minifters are not 
without their comforts. They hold their places ; 
they, enjoy their falaries ; they receive their ad- 
drefies. At prefent they are in high fpirits. ' They 
are perfuaded, that their pay and difgrace may be 
continued a year longer. They will again hold 
out delufive ideas of peace upon terms which 
they know are not admiffible, trufting that the 
deceit of the feflion will hold out until the rc- 
cefs ; as to the reft, they tell us that all is now 
perfedly right ; that the Savages of the defart 
have Undertaken the government of the Britifh 
Colonies. They inform us that they intend to 
•change their mode of making war. They have 
it feems, by fome means or other, at length found 
out, that to be befieged is not the way to con- 
quer. They propofe to ravage what they are not 
capable of governing -, and abandoning all idea 
of being conquerors and legiflators, they are in 
hopes of becoming fuccefsful Pirates. 

V A L E N S. 
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This is an exaft, though fhort chrono\p~^*W; 
Hiftory of the Banker*s Plot, one of the i^ 
events, which, amidft the fplendor of fo rlP^ ^ ; 
illuftrious aftidhs in peace and Ivar, anon J* ^^^ \ 
many laws wifely planned and firmly execu*'**^ t jj 
will, in future times, diftinguilh the memorrT ^^ i 
period of tht prefent idminiftration. The f^cy i 
ture of the offence for which Mr. Sayre ^^ °^ « 
committed to the Tower, and guarded with fu^^^ li 
unufual ftriftnefs and feverity, or the validlH^'^if 
of the cTiarge, or the legality or juftice of V^^ k 
proceeding, will be eftimated from the extrac^'^j. 
dinary bail, which has been accepted on the Hr 
beas Corpus of this eminent State Criminal. 

it is known, that no bail can be admitted tc^ 
an accufation of High Treafon, laid upon an] 
•tolerable ground. I do not mean exadtly to li-|j 
mit the power of the Chief Juftice of England on] 
thefe occafions, but it is univerfally known, 
that fuch is the general nature of the offence. 
The fecurity in the prefent cafe amounts (in 
effeft) to no bail at all. The culprit himfelf, 
his partner, and his attorney, are the perfons • 
bound ; and they are not all three bound in a 
fum amounting to more than a thoufand pound. 
It is thisjpecial bail which forms at this momenc 
the indiffoluble texture of the triple cord of 
public fecurity. It is at this price that the moft 

defperate 



kj?fperate of triors, if we believe the Minifter, 
.aas purchafed the means of efcaping from the 

- punilhment of the paft, or of enfuring the per- 
petration of his future crimes. 

I believe there is no man under aferious charge 
of High Trcafon, who would not readily redeeni 
his life at the price of one thoufand pounds. 
There is no man daring enough to conceive fuch 
a Treafon, to whom the fear of lofmg a thou- 
fand pounds would prove any reftraint in his 
black defigns. We all remember the clamour 
that was raifed againft Lord Mansfield, for ad- 
mitting to bail, upon a fum nearly as confi- 
derable as this, a man who was accufed of ft eal- 
ing a few quires of paper. No faftion has a^ 
yet gone fych lengths in this cafe ; or been 
impudent enough to accufe that great Magiftrate 
of illegality or partiality, in taking fuch bail for 
a perfon who ftood charged with an attempt tp 

Jlealthe King. 

Attempts, which in private cafes would be but 
mifdemeanors, or fometimes no definite offence 
at all, change their nature in cafes which relate 
to the King's perfon, and become crimes of the 
greateft magnitude, as they certainly are of the 
blackeft die. Some time ago the depriving a few 
Printers Devils of their liberty, for a fhort 
time, was eftimated at an higher fum than an 
G 2 attempt 
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attempt to take away the liberty of our Sove- 
reign, and with it of courfc the liberty, as well 
as the happinefs of all his people. It could not 
be, that Lord Mansfield, whofe affeftion to his 
Majefty cannot be difputed, did not value his 
gracious Sovereign, benefadtor, and friend, at 
more than one thoufand pound. This eftima- 
tion would fall below all precedents in fimilar 
cafes, the value of money in different times 
and countries confidered. It was not therefore 
the crime, but the charge and the procefs that 
were treated with fuch juft contempt, by a firm, 
enlightened, and conftitutional Chief Jufticc. 
Our guardian angel of the laws did but touch 
this diabolical plot with the fpear of his pointed 
fagacity, when inftantly it ftarted up in its own 
proper (hape, and moved the derifion of the world. 
Here we muft commend the Chief Juftice. No 
man ever fpoke more conftitutional language, or 
ever afted in a more conftitutional manner. But 
when we have faid this of Lord Mansfield, there 
end all the commendations that we can beftow 
upon the fervants of the crown. It does not 
appear why they Ihould at all have taken up Mr. 
Sayre, much lefs why they fhould have committed 
him clofe prifoner to the Tower, upon grounds, 
which at the very firft view, a man of fenfe and 
knowledge perceived to be fo contemptible. It 

docs 
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docs not appear upon what grounds a Minifter of 
State chofe to order fo clofe and rigorous a con- 
finement, for a matter which the head of the 
law confidered as meriting in effedt no confine 
ment at all. 

The fenfes of our Minifters were fo compleatly 
taken away (I fuppofe by the horror of fo dread- 
ful a plot) that they did not know for what par- 
ticular matter it was, that they had chofen to 
commit this defperate and formidable confpi- 
rator. The warrant for laking Mr. Say re is for 
High Treafon^ — the warrant for his commitment 
is for "Treafonable Pra£lices ; — but when they come 
to inform the public of their proceedings, thro' 
the Gazette, they return to their old ground, 
and tell us they have committed him upon a 
charge of High Treafon. What could be the 
reafon of all this confufion, contradiftion, and 
prevarication ? Their excufe on this afi^air, as on 
the aff^airs of America, and indeed on moft others, 
is their want of knowledge on the fubjeft. 

Candour calls on me to admit, that. z. Secre- 
tary of State who has, or afllimes the power of 
afting as a Magiftrate, is not therefore obliged, 
or fuppofed to have in himfelf any knowledge of 
law or of his own duty in that fimation-, or 
indeed any knowledge of thofe rules of prudence^ 
with which men, who have no authority to fup- 

port 
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port them in their errors, arc obliged to regulate 
their condudt. What I lament in men of their 
excellent difpofitions, and what they will join 
me in lamenting, is, that they have no power. 

The King's Privy Council was not able to 
cammand the attendance of any of the great 
Law Officers of the Crown. The Chief Juftice 
would not be prefent. The Attorney General 
(no one fufpeds it was through fear) declined 
attendance. It is faid, that Mr. Wedderburne 
was the law direftor on this occafion. But un- 
til Mr. Wedderburne avows this folly, it is not 
handfome, and I fear it might poffibly be a6tion- 
able to charge a gentleman of a learned profeflion 
with any Ihare in fo unbookijh * a proceeding. 
* One might have imagined that the mafter of 
the Tiief'takerSy whom (with that propriety which 
diftinguifhes all their condudt) they thought pro- 
per to affume as their aflefTor, and on whom the 
fafety of the King and kingdom, and the exe- 
cution of their moft important laws, were refted 
in fuch a critical moment, he, one would ima- 
gine, might have acquired, in his extenfive prac- 
tices, a little more knowledge of bufinefs. But 
it is poffible, that this great magiftrate, like 
fome other great men on great occafions, was 

called 

• Vide Shakcfpcar's Othello. 
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called to Council only for form, to give the fane* 
tion of his important prefence to this very grave 
proceeding. His advice was, moft probably, 
not taken though his figure was exhibited. 
The Minifters very naturally meant to cover 
themfelves by the name and authority of Sir 
John Fielding. 

They wifely confidered, that the eyes not only 
of England and America, but of all Europe, 
were upon them. They therefore chofe to be- 
ftow upon this tranfaftion a degree of public 
folemnity equal to its intrinfic value. To ac- 
complifh this intention, the Property-man of the 
Court Theartre had orders to fill a part in this 
fplendid fpeilacle with our blind feer, the fage 
Tirefias of the Britifh Nation. The whole corps 
diplomatique was infinitely edified. The foreign 
Minifters now look with admiration (an admira- 
tion for the firft time wholly unmixed with 
envy) on the profound wifdom, aftonifhing re- 
fources, and incredible fuccefs of our Statefmen, 
in all their concerns, from the evacuation of 
Bofton to the difcharge of Mr. Sayre. 

We are yet to fee the fecond part of this bufi- 
nefs opened ; and to behold Mr. Sayre in the 
'cha rafter of a profecutor, not a culprit; of- an 
afiailant, not a defender. We (hall fee him, 
like his brethren of Bofton, befieging that Mini- 

fter 
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ftcr who had blocked up his (hop. Here flte 
cafe will be greatly altered ; and fuch contempt* 
ible bail will not, I apprehend, be taken, in the 
aftion, which Mr. Sayre, will probably bring 
againft the Secretary of State, for having ieized 
and committed a man in trade upon fuch frivo- 
lous grounds, and by fuch an illegal method of 
proceeding. The King's Exchequer muft fup- 
port the credit of Mr. Sayre's Bank. There 
will be new reafon to call upon this good- 
natured Parliament to pay the debts of his 
Majefty's Civil Lift, incurred by the want of 
knowledge, precipitancy, and fhallow politics 
of his Minifters. 

This will now become a regular head, and fet- 
tled charge in the account of the Treafurer of 
the Chamber : 

Blunders of his Majefifs Minifters^ 

It is no trivial fum which has hitherto filled up, 
or which will hereafter fill the above blank. The 
charge is certain and infallible, and muft be pro- 
vided for; though, like the Navy Debt and the 
extraordinaries of the army, it cannot be brought 
into eftimate. There muft be fome unknown, 
but important and lingular advantage to a na- 
tion in being governed by foolifh Minifters, fince 

people 
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people are content to pay fo dearly for that bene- 
fit. 

This fham plot appears at firft view to have 
been a miferable and ludicrous affair from the 
beginning to the end. Yet, however conduded, 
I do not think it was wholly devoid of a certain 
fort of policy in the original fcheme. It might 
anfwer a prefent purpofe, and at a critical mo- 
ment. Its operation lafted as long as political 
plots are neceffary to hold. Like Moor-Game 
brought from the North, the haut gout and /«- 
mette recommend it for a day; the next it 
ftinks. 

The Minifters opened the fcflion under a few 
fmall difadvantages. Amor^ other items of 
charge, they were under fome flight apprehen- 
fions that they might poflibly be called to fome 
account for the lofs of an empire. They felt 
themfelves in danger. They were obliged, like 
thofe they fent to other difagreeable fervices, to 
fortify themfelves on the Neck. The addreffes 
were their intrenchments ; the plot was the 
mine; and thus well fecured in front they did 
not fear the unpaid body of Rifle-Men^ who were 
charged and ready to let fly at them. 

The bringing down his Majefl:y to his Parlia- 
ment under a double guard, and with a double 
H proportion 
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pfopoitionofthe mob of conftablcs * and trading 
Jufticcs, in order to guuid that guard, was on 
the whole, a manoeuvre not ill calculated to infpire 
panic terrors, and rob the poor multitude 
of their little remaining ftock of common 
fenfe. 

The Miniftry were fenfible of the zeal and 
afFedlion of the people to their Prince. They 
hoped that the danger of the ftate might be for- 
gotten in the fuppofed dapger of the Soverign. 
They hoped that our anxiety for his Majefty's 
fafety might fufpend our refentment for the lofs 
of his empire -, and that in this general difmay 
and confufion, nobody would enquire into the 
merits of that invaluable fpeech, which had ef- 
caped to the fanftuary of Parliament, through fo 
many furrounding perils. 

This ludicrous proceeding has a ferious mo- 
ral. Minifters ought not to trifle with the fafety 
of their mailer. They ought not to prefume to 
make that facred objedl the play-thing of their 
paltry politics. They ought to be as flir from en- 
couraging a manifeftly corrupt, or an evidently 

trivial 

* It is remarkable that Miniilers, as if in fcorn of dieir own 
plot, fen t ihe King to his Parliament, with this extraordinary 
parade of guards ^hik the con/fir at qv zivis/h/i-fY UcL\i up in the 
l\\K:cr ; but ever fince he has been difeharged and at liberty to 
make any attempts, the attendance on the King has been re- 
markably uiliing. 
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trivial charge, as from negleding a grave and 
weighty information. The levity or Tow cun- 
ning which tempts them to fuch petty arts, have 
effeds that may be fatal. They tend to leflen that 
horror which ufed to attend a charge of High 
Treafon. By falfe alarms they prepare the way 
for real dangers. They encourage confpiracies 
by weakening the public belief in them. That 
man is not without a large fhare of the guilt 
of any future, wicked enterprize, who with fham 
plots and childifti (lories amufes the public cre- 
dulity, always prone to believe too much or toa 
little, 

I truft that the fpirit now rifing in Parliament 
will animate honeft men to an enquiry into the 
^affair, without being diverted from their other 
important enquiries. They will know how Mi- 
niilers come to fport with High Treafon, whilft 
impeachments are hanging over their own heads. 
They will afk how they came to deceive into the 
fupport of their ruinous meafures, men in the 
higheft offices, and the moft entitled to a faithful 
communication.? They will afk why they be- 
trayed private truft as well as public confi- 
dence ? They will afk the Minifters, why, in the 
laft year, they demanded an implicit reliance 
from their extenfive knowledge, and this year 
argue their innpcence from their ignorance? 
The^ will call for an account of the treafures, 
H 2 the 
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the arms, the commerce, the reputation, the 
dominion of their country, which have been 
fooliftily fquandered, feebly employed, wantonly 
facrificed, Ihamefully tarnifhed, lamentably loft. 
When thefe queftions receive the only anfwers 
they can receive, and thefe anfwers the only re- 
ply they deferve, then may there be fome hopes 
of falvation for this country. 



V A L E N S. 



POSTCRIPT. 

I really do not conceive an objeft more worthy 
of a manly and refpedtful compaflion, than a great 
mind facrificing its deareft intereft and rifkingeven 
total ruin upon a principle of dignity. But, before 
a man becomes a martyr to any opinion, he 
ought to be fuppofed to have fome notion of the 
merits of the caufe in which he gives fo painful a 
proof of his fincerity. If we had not had ten years 
war with Mr. Wilkes, begun on the principles, and 

ended in the manner in which that ever memo- 
rable 
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rable war was begun and ended, before our eyes, we 
might be at a lofs to conceive what ideas of dig- 
nity our Minifters had conceived. I believe it 
is generally remembered, that that noble and fuc- 
cefsful ftruggle was made entirely for dignity. 
Our American war was alfo undertaken for dig- 
nity. All the world fees with what dignity it is 
condufted. All the world fees the dignity which 
was fo uhiformly fuftained in the Tragi-comedy 
of " Majefty preferved, or the Sayre Plot difco- 
•' vered." The rule of the drama was there in- 
tirely well obferved. 

fervetur ad imum 
^alis ah inceptoprccejferit^ etftbi cenftety 
never was known a proceeding fo perfedly con- 
fiftent with itfelf, and with every other proceed- 
ing of it's authors. 

The court Gazette, at the opening of Parlia- 
ment announces to all Europe a defign of feizing 
the King in his capital, in the moft frequented 
ftreet of that capital, furrounded by his guards, 
and in the very aft of his folemn meeting of his 
nobles and his people. Since the grand Gun- 
powder Treafon we have not heard of a more 
defperate confpiracy. Does any man (out of the 
miniftry) imagine that the perfonal honour of the 
King, that the glory of our nation, in a word, 
that Britilh dignity was enhanced by this public 

avowal 
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avowal of fo daring an attempt on the facrcd per- 
fon of a King, without ufmg any means to puniih 
the criminal, to guard againft his farther attempts^ 
or to prevent the terrible effeftsof fucha glaring 
example of wickednefs and impunity ? 

The reputation for courage and wi^om has 
hitherto been confidered as theonly fource of dignity. 
If the danger from this confpiracy was contempti- 
ble, it was a poor difplay of courage to manifeft fo 
great an alarm upon it. If deep and ferious, it (hewed 
a deplorable want of wifdom in doing nothing 
whatever in conft- quence of it. 

I am not fpeaking of the honefly and juftice of 
that mcafure toward the fubjcft. Of this Minifters 
may hear at another feafon. I confine myfelf 
folely to the manner in which they confulted 
the dig7iiiy of their Sovereign, and his reputation 
amongft the other Crowned Heads of Europe, 
Inftcad of an Objeft of awe and refpeft, he is at 
bed held out as an objcft of compaflion •, when 
with all his virtues he could not be prefcrved from 
fuch attempts •, and with all the aid of his laws,, 
and all the fupplementary authority of his Par- 
liament, he was not able to punifh them. 

Minifters have no way to fave themfelves from 
thefe imputations, but by admitting that they did 
not themfelves believe one word of that plot, 
which they announced to the world with fo much 

parade. 
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parade. Had they believed it, they would, they 
muft, have brought it before Parliament. It was 
their duty fo to do. That I confefs is not fo ftrong 
a proof that they would have done fo. But it was 
their intereft to have done it ; and in the courfe 
of things, if they had known matter, that carried 
even a grave appearance, they certainly would 
have laid it before Parliament. But they have 
never opened their lips in either Houfe upon the 
fubjeft. Even their well trained majority was 
not to be trufted with difgracing themfelves by 
the adoption of fo foolifh and fo foul a fcheme. 
One aft of public difgrace is merely minifterial, 
and has not been communicated with Parlia- 
ment. 

If they have been filent in Parliament, have 
they opened their mouths in the Courts of Juftice, 
were this daring attempt, (if it ever had birth,) 
ought to have been purfued to the death of the 
bold and bad contrivers? So far from purfuing 
Mr. Sayre in a Court of Juftice, they were not 
to be provoked to a word of juftification of their 
conduft, when Mr. Sayre brought them there by 
claiming his right of Handing in his country like 
other innocent men, free from charge and free 
from bail. 

Thefc abortive plots tend to difgrace the Crown, 
the Law, and the Magiftrates of England, with 
other Hates. They tend to render the King 

jealous 
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jealous of his people. In whatever light they are 
viewed, they are at once ridiculous and alarming. 
But our worthy reprefentatives have looked on 
with perfedl indifference. To them the wifdom, 
or the folly ; the reality, or the falfity of the 
plot; the danger of the King, or of the fubjed; 
thebafenegleftof theminiftry in dropping, or the 
fcandalous diligence in beginning, the profccution; 
the honour of the national wifdom, or the national 
juftice ; thefe are matters in which they have no 
concern. This is an improvement in the faihion- 
able nonchalance and inattention in modern good 
breeding. One would have imagined that com- 
mon civility fhould have induced a Parliament, 
fo verfed in polite addrefs, to make fome enquiry 
how his Majefly had refted after fuch an attempt. 
The circumftance, of the attempt being made on 
a vifit to them, might have called upon them for 
fome fort of notice. But times as well as coun- 
tries have their cuftoms. 



LETTER 



t 57 1 



LETTER. VII. 



TENURE OF OFFICE. 

Saturday^ November iS, lyys^ 
Mk. Milleu, 

THE Duke of Grafton has been removed from 
the Office of Privy Seal. The mere re- 
moval of a Minifter is a matter of little moment 
CO the peopk. But the caufe of his removal may 
be of the higheft importance ; as it is frequently 
the fureft and ftrongefl: Indication of the fyftem of 
politics which preddminate5 at Court. 

The pfFence given by the Duke of Grafton is 
known to all the world. . Aperfon of the higheft 
rank in the kingdom/ in "an '.office bf the higheft 
rank in the State, very lately firft Minifter of 
State, * in great perfonal favour with his Majefty, 
clofely connefted by the ftrongeft ties of affinity, 
inclination, and intereft with a leading part of 
the .adniiniftration, and a conftant and powerful 
fupporter of their meafures. — ^This man, finding 

1 the 
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the Britilh empire in America loft by the mca- 
fures he had implicitly fupported, at laft prc- 
fumes to defire fome little information in this pe- 
rilous ftate of our affairs. He is immediately 
difmifled from his employment, with every pof- 
fible mark of difpleafure and difgrace. 

The favourers of Adminiftration are noW ac- 
quainted with the terms upon which they are "to 
fupport government. A great deal of the fupport 
not only of well-wifliers within doors but 
even of the Members of both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, muft be implicit. Many matters of detail 
undoubtedly cannot, fome matters certainly ought 
not, to be communicated. The advantage of 
having men of great rank and intereft in their 
country, in high ftation, is this, and perhaps this 
only : we fuppofe they have a fpirit proportioned 
to their ftation ; that they look for fomething elfe 
in office befides the falary ; that they are entitled 
to information and explanation ; that they at leaflr 
are depofitaries of the real fecret. On this pre- 
fumption, the fupport of fuch great perfons be- 
comes a pledge to the public, that thefteps taken 
by the direfting part of Miniftry, are taken upon 
proper ground. When the people at large have 
reafon to believe this to be the cafe, they are apt 
patiently to acquiefce in the ruling wifdom. 

Their 
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Tkeir- confidence fubfifls un{haken,-even among 
diiEcuUies which embarafs their affairs, and doubts 
that perplex their underftanding. 

It has been now, for the firft time, thought 
proper to remove the veil*that was drawn between 
the people and the government. We arc now in- 
formed, that the fupport of the greateft men in, 
the kingdom, and in the higheft offices, is to be 
as blind and uninformed as that of Cuftom-Houfe 
Officer, who by order of tl^e Treafury votes 
at an eleftion for a Nabob. 

Ignorant credulity, paffive fubmiflion, blind 
obedience, are the virtues which. poUticians have 
hitherto required, and fometimes found — in the 
mob. Until our happy days^ thefe laudable dif- 
pofitions have riot been thought qualifications for 
the higheft office? in a great empire. .At prefent 
it is not enough to iitipofe upon the people. The 
purpofe for which one half of the Miniftry fubfifts^ 
is to impofe upon the other half. By this happy 
invention it is, that a Miniftry, compofed of jar- 
ring principles and adverfe opinions,, is to be ren- 
dered unanimous. 

A fort of frauds I admit have been often prac- 
tifed in matters of ftate. The public danger ha^ 
been often reprefented much beyond the reality^ 
in order that the fuUeft preparations might be 
made againft it j becaufe fuperfluovis comprehends 
I z necefTary 
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ncccflary exertion 5 and it is better to be a good deal 
beyond, than the lead degree fhort of fecurity. 
But this is the firft time that real difficulties were 
concealed, in order that weak arrangements 
Ihouid be juftificd •, or that feeble arrangements 
were avowedly chofen, in order to hide a danger 
of the firft magnitude. In former times, whate- 
ver little artifices were ufed, were externaL Till 
now, fyftematical, internal delufion, and mutual 
impofitions of Minifters, have not been openly 
profefTed as maxims of government. 

The Houfe of Lords prefented the other day a 
fcene as inftruftive as it w^ lingular. An alter- 
cation had arifen on the ftate of the navy. It was 
thought extraordinary laft year, when the reduc- 
tion of America by force was refolved on, that 
the naval cftablifhment fhould be reduced from 
20,000 to 18,000 feamen. It was then thought 
fomething unaccountable, that operations of vio- 
lence Ihouid be commenced by a redudion of 
ftrength. At that time, however, the firft Lord 
of the Admiralty, in the firft afl'embly of the na- 
tion, folemnly declared, that that he knew the 
cftablifhment, as then voted at 18,000 me^, to 
be fufHcient for all its purpofes. This year, the 
fame perfon, in the fame office, in the fame af- 
fembly, has declared, that he laft year knew it to 
be not fufficient. 

The 
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. The fpecies of courage and magnanimity which 
fupports a man in fuch a declaration, excited no 
furprife. The charlafter of th^t truly noble per- 
fon is perfedly and univerfally underftood. It 
was the reafon he afligned for the laft year's im-. 
pofition, that ftruck every man who heard it. 
He was obliged (he faid) to make that reprefenta- 
tion to the Houfe, becaufe if he had laid ppen the 
real extent and neceflities of the fervice in which 
the naval power was to be employed, he " Ihould 
*' not have been fupported by Lords in higlx 
« office." 

The reafon affigned for this grofs impofition, 
on the hereditary council of the Crown who 
agreed to that eftablifhment, on the Commons 
who voted it, and on the nation which acqui- 
efced in it, is in efFe6t, " that if the firft Lord 
*' of the Admiralty had not deceived the public, 
" he could not have been happy enough to de- 
*^ ceive his colleagues/' To feduce us into a 
war, it muft carry the appearance of peace. Our 
danger muft be concealed, left we jfhould keep! 
out of it, or prepare againft it. A civil war is 
in itfelf fo defirable to Minifters, that we muft 
run into it without either knowledge or prepara- 
tion. This pious and prudent war was to pleafe; 
like virtue, for its own fake ; and to be recom- 
mended, even by the miferies which were to at- 
tend it. We muft refolve to cut the throats of 

the 
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the Americans, even though jour own defeat, 
even though famine, blockade, lofs of repucau 
tion, and lofs of empire, (hould be the ineviN 
able confequence. Thefe difafters were to be- 
come the pledge of ouV perfeverance in this glo- 
rious defign. When we Ihould have fuffered 
enough of fhame, and enough of damage, in the 
firft feeble effort, it was prefumed we fiiould 
^row fufficiently irritated (not with our advifers 
but our enemies) to continue in thofe hoftilities 
which, with information, we never could have 
commenced ; that having been brought into dif- 
ficulties by ignorance, wc fhould plunge deeper 
by paflion ; that feeling we had fuffered by weak 
exertions, we might be reconciled to the ftrongeft; 
that difgufted with the ill effects of moderate 
cxpences, we might fet all on one defperatc caft. 
In the wild imagination that with a boundlefs 
charge we might either retrieve our error, or 
compleat our ruin. A timid and treacherous be- 
ginning V a bold and defperate progrefs -, a con- 
clufion to be apprehended in the filence of horror, 
not to be expreffed in words ! 

Avowing this fcheme, feme of the Minifters 
have confeffed, that they had been deceivers; 
moft that they had been deceived. Thofe who 
are not content to be deceivers, or deceived any 

longei? 



longer, are not any longer to be Minifters. This 
is now declared to be the tenure of Britifh ad- 
miniftration. 

One would think, that country gentlemen 
had too much of plain honefty, and plain fenfe, 
after fo public a manifeftation of impofture, de- 
lufion, and ignorance, to a6t their part- any 
longer in this tragical farce. Implicit confi- 
dence in confeffed impofture, fcems rather too 
much. Juftice muft be done to many of the 
country gentlemen. Steady fupporters of go- 
vernment, they did not mean to be abettors of a 
fadion. When they heard Minifters confefs, 
that the fafts were miftaken and the reafon- 
ings erroneous, on which the plans of govern- 
ment had been formed for feveral years paft, they 
thought themfelves obliged to look a little 
more carefully about them. The public misfor- 
tunes had taught them to prefume lefs, and to 
examine more. They thought they had a right, 
after fo many promifes broken, and fo many ex- 
peftations difappointed, to demand more ex- 
plicit information. 

They obferved, that the perfon called the Mi- 
nifter, on the firft day of the feflion, was totally 
undecided concerning the part that he was to aft. 
The fecond day they heard, or thought they 
heard him declare, that he would readily aban- 
don 
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don taxation, repeal the obnoxious adts, and' 
reduce things to the condition of 1763, A day 
or two after, they heard him explain himfelf to 
have, meant nothing like it* The fucceeding 
day he explained away his explanation. One 
day conceflion was to fet all to rights ; the next 
all depended on force. Sometimes a revenue 
was to be the true objeft of the war. Some- 
times an American revenue was the wildeft pro- 
]ea in the world. Sometimes the Americans 
aimed at independency, and no.thing lefs could 
fatisfy them. Sometimes it was againfl: nature, 
that they Ihould fuffer all the evils of war, ra- 
ther than not accept of reafonable conditions. 
Sometimes conceffions on our part were to pre- 
cede an armiftice ; fometimes the fubmiflion of 
the rebels was to precede all treaty. No two 
men in office agreed among themfelves on the 
fame day •, no man agreed with himfelf for two 
days together. The beginning of almoft all 
their fpeeches, was at irreconcileable variance 
with the conclufion. 

Laft: year a few garbled papers were laid before 
parliament, and a civil and military plan, fuch 
as they were. This year one part of the mi- 
niftry confeffing their bad information, and ano- 
ther their evil intentions, call for a much greater 
mcafurc of confidence than ever, Inftead of 

laying 
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laying garbled, mutilated papers before the 
Houfe, they produce none. The talk-mafters 
leflen the provender of their hacks, in propor- 
tion as they increafe their labour. 

Gentlemen call for the advices from America-. 
They are refufed. They demand the ftate of 
their troops in that quarter. It is denied them. 
The general outline of the minifterial plan is fo- 
licited. It is dangerous to divulge it. It is 
alked, whether they have any plan at all? Still 
no fatisfaftion. The public know nothing, ex- 
cept declarations of innocence, and acts of in- 
demnity, Hanoverians brought in contrary to 
law, and Ruffian Auxiliaries never to be brought 
at all ; troops that cannot be raiied, and trea- 
ties that are never to be executed; powerful 
fleets and vaft armies, of which there is nothing 
certain but the ruinous expence. 

Such was the language and fituation of the 
Minifters, and fuch the view of alFairs, even 
previous to the late changes. Every thing 
called on country gentlemen to begin to think 
for themfelves. But there is a further demand 
on their attention. American affairs arc now 
taken out of the hands of Lord North. That 
noble Lord's Brother, Lord Dartmouth, is re- 
moved, in order to mark, in the mod diftinft and 
public manner, the total ceflation of I,ord 
K >^orth's 




i 66 ] 

Nortk's influence and diredtion in the American^ 
department. 

A new Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Lord George Germaine, takes the lead in Ame- 
rican bufinefs. At prefent, therefore. Lord 
North's declarations, retraftations, modifica- 
tions, explanations, and refervations, are wholly 
out of the queflion. His Lordfhip is now to fall 
back, and, at beft, to aft only a fecondary part. 
Thofe who fupported adminiftration, as declar- 
ing a perfonal confidence in Lord North, have 
that ground of confidence taken from under 
them. If from a fort of hereditary party regard 
the Tories felt a refpeft for Lord North's family, 
I fear, whatever Lord George himfelf may do 
to pleafe them, his family does not afibrd him 
that recommendation. What then is to be the 
foundation of implicit truft in the new Mi- 
nifter ? All we know is, that he has always fliewn 
a very rooted hoftile difpofition to America. His 
Parliamentary prop is Mr. Wedderburnej his 
private counfellor is Governor Hucchinfon. This 
triumvirate compofes the new American cabi- 
net. Some country gentlemen may think it 
right to fupport thefe Minifters with as blind a 
confidence as that with which they fupported 
Lord North and Lord Dartmouth, until the 
middle of laft week. Thefe new Minifters have 
been the under workmen of the late Premier. 

How 
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How they came to afllime the lead and direftion^ 
is a matter of curious, rather than important 
(peculation. But I fee no reafon for prefuming, 
that thofe who have helped to caufe thefe diftrac- 
tions, while they were in a fubordinate capacity, 
will re-eftablifli our affairs in a fuperior fitua- 
tion. 

Thefe affairs and times will lift and fcarch 
the principles of men. Former majorities were 
very mixed bodies. Many good and quiet men 
fupported Minifters from hatred of buftle and 
contention ; from a fufpicion that oppofition was at 
bottom as interefted as adminiftration. At length 
meafures fpeak a language not to be mifunderftood. 
They fpeak no longer in arguments and conjec- 
tures, but in effedts. Our American empire is 
loft ; and we know in whofe hands that calamity 
has happened. The Minifters are caught with the 
Mainer^ as the Lawyers fay. No majority can 
hide the principals or the abettors. 

The true country gentleman will now be dif- 
tinguiflied from the courtier in mafquerade. 
The charafteriftic of a true country gentleman, 
is his care of the property of his conftituents. 
He will not think that railing at rebellion is a 
reafon for taxing his country, without any ac- 
count of the paft ufe of his fupplies, or any fe- 
curity for their future proper and effeftual em- 
K z ployment. 
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ployment. To tell him that the Americans are 
defedtive in their duty, will not be a reafon for 
him to negleft his own, or to fufFer Minifters to 
negledt theirs. He will never believe, that the 
way of fupprefling or quieting rebellion in Ame- 
rica, confifts in encouraging deceit, negligence, 
or mifmanagement at home. At a time like 
this, a true Englilh country gentleman will dif- 
tinguifh himfelf by a conftitutional fufpicion, 
and a conftant defire of account and informa- 
tion. On the contrary, the courtier in mafque- 
rade, like thofe that compound felony in the 
news-papers, and advertife for Aolen goods, of- 
fers his money, and affures that " no queftions 
will be ajked,^^ 

It is true that this latter defcription of country 
gentlemen, not at all troubled with an imperti- 
nent, incommodious folicitude, and teizing cu- 
riofity, have received, bountifully and of free 
grace (for they called for none) fome fatisfaftion 
from the Minifters for all the money they have 
voted. They were told, with due folemnity, 
with much pomp, and true oracular gravity, in 
both Houfes of Parliament, " That there is 
" fomething in the nature and complexion of 
♦' this country, which difpofes it to be difgraced 
" and beaten in the beginning of a war ; that it 
♦* has beea always fo j and that as we have begun 

« the 
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** the American war iri our natural and habitual 
** manner, we fhall, as formerly, rife from 
** contempt to honour, and from defeat to 
*« glory.*' 

I do not mean to derogate, in the fmallefl: de- 
gree, from any one particle of this fatisfaftory 
account of our pad failure, and this folid ground 
of our future hopes. Let the fafts and inferences 
remain for ever unimpeached. It would be cruel 
to nibble at the leaft crum of this comfort. It 
is indeed the only apology that has been fo much 
as attempted, for Minifters and their fupporters. 
It is the fimple and fole account wliich gentle- 
men have to render to their conftituents at the 
Chriftmas recefs, of a Land ^ax entailed on 
pofterity at four fhillings in the pound ; and a 
Jinking fund^ alienated for ever from its original 
purpofes, to an eternal but inadequate provifion 
for the intereft of growing debts, and aggravated 
eftablifhments* 



V A L E N S. 
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LETTER VIII. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS SIJUT. 

Monday^ November 30* 
Mr. MiLEtR, 

THE gallery of the Houfe of Commons has 
for about three weeks been fhut againft 
ftrangers, for fome reafon far more weighty, I 
muft fuppofe, than the mere accomodation of 
the few members, who, in this cold feafon, chufe 
tb fhiver on the half deferted benches, or to 
huddle themfelves together, and blow their fin- 
gers about the Speaker's chair. 

I am told, the Minifters complain, that their 
fpeeches are mifreprefented; and this mifrepre- 
fentation is affigned to the Houfe as a juftifiable 
caufe for an utter exclufion of their conftitu- 
cnts. With all the deference which I bear to the 
opinions of thofe gentlemen, I muft think they 
are fomewhat miftaken in this method of prevent- 
' ing mifrcprefentation. The Houfe cannot hin- 
der 
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dcr the members from gratifying the curiofity of 
their friends with accounts of what paffes in the 
debates. The fentiments and opinions of MI- 
nifters, will very naturally be the firft objedt of 
that curiofity. Paflion and prejudice on the one 
fide, and the ill conception of a drowfy and 
oblivious acquiefcence on the other, will, not un- 
naturally, render the accounts fallacious or erro- 
neous. Thus a material injury may be done to 
the language of the cleareft fpeakers, and to the 
fentiments of the moft accurate, clofe, and fyfte- 
matic thinkers. A numerous auditory is there- 
fore the only fecurity againft the weak accounts ' 
of friends, and the malignant interpretation of 
enemies. Moft men, who would not have their 
fenfe miftaken, wifli to be their own interpre- 
ters ; and thofe who complain that malicious re- 
ports are circulated to their difadvantage, cannot 
obje6t to an opportunity of clearing themfelves 
to the world ; for I always take it as granted, 
that the ftrangers, as we are called, are not 
more to be fufpected by Minifters of an ill difpo- 
fition towards them, than many of thofe, whom 
it is not yet in their power to exclude. 

This fear of mifreprefentation being but a 
poor reafon for turning a popular reprefentative 
into a fecret conclave, I rather fufpedt, that 
ftrangers are excluded, no; becaufc Minifters are 

mifreprc- 
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miffcprefcntcd, but bccaufe they cannot be un- 
derftood. I have fometimes the honour of being 
admitted, at a coffee houfe where the members 
take refrefhrnent, to a converfation with fome 
worthy gentlemen who always vote in the majo- 
rity. It muft be admitted in their favour, that 
if they are in the fecret, they are perfcftly worthy 
of the truft repofe*d in them ; for they appear to 
be no more enlightened than myfelf, with regard 
to the objefts which Minifters have in view,* or 
with regard to their means of attaining any*r)b- 
jeft whatever. In faying this, 1 would not inli- 
miate a thing fo much to their prejudice, as 
t^hat their total want of information concerning 
the plans, arguments, and opinions of Minifters, 
make the leaft abatement in the zeal with which 
they fupport them. 

Happily the Houfe of Lords is more acceflible. 
What can be the caufe ? Is it, that this Houfe, 
being the great natural council of the Crown, 
muft of courfe be lefs in the fecret of affairs, 
than an affembly merely popular ? Or is it, that 
not being accountable to the people at a general 
eleftion, the Lords arc more indifferent than our 
worthy reprefentatives, about the difcovery of 
their fentiments ? Or muft we fuppofe, that the 
great Minifters there are fo much more clear and 
determinate in their ideas, than the involved 

Oracles 
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Oracles 6f the Houfe of Commonc, that they are 
not more afraid of being mifunderftood by two 
hundred than by twenty ? 

In that refidence of well-bred, eafy, popular 
manners, I had lately the happinefs of hearing a 
noble and learned Peer, who poflefles as great a 
Ihare of clearnels in explaining, as he does of 
power in guiding the public meafurcs. From 
him I thought I fhould have received that fatis- 
faftion, which I had in vain fought in other 
places. I was, however, I muft confefs, perhaps 
to my Ihame, a little difappointed. Lord Mans- 
jieid^ inftead of opening new matter to us from 
his own abundant magazines of policy, thought 
proper to refer us to Do5lor Tucker^ whofe paiTL- 
phlet I had juft bought for a Ihilling. Doftor 
Tucker is, it feems, the only perfon who has put 
the long agitated queftion of America on its 
proper bottom. Whatever many of us might 
have thouglit before, we dare no longer treat the 
projc^bs of that worthy, political, and commer- 
cial divine, as vifionar)\ They have received the 
faniVion of the higheft authority in the kingdom 
for ilarion, wir, learning, and abilities. The great 
author of thefe projeAs, we are told, has hit 
*' upon ilie true alternative, either to make the 
*' Colonies fubmir, or totally to abandon them, 
<' and then treat with them fur peace, as an inde- 
*' pendent country,"* 

L I fliQuia 

* Vl'lth great Uefcrcnce, the commercial DIvip.e is In foit of agreement of 
opxnioQ with this beft of all pofiible AumiuiihaiioiTj. The Dean (and he Is 
fwoia never to b.- a JJilhoj),) i: of ;:);^i:\iaii :lui tlii- Colojiics arc pofiiively 

pr:« 
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I fii.Outd hardly have imagined, that a, man* of 
Lord Mansfield's real accuracy and penetration, 
could have been fo wonderfully ftruck with this 
ftate of the important queftion, which now en- 
gages the attention of the world. The alterna- 
tive propofed by the Doftor, under favour, feems 
not to be a true ftate of the queftion j for be- 
fides abfolute fuhmtjfion^ and total feparation there, 
is in all internal difputes evidently a third me- 
thod, I mean that of reconciliation and compromife. 
This is a method which, though it fccms now 
out of fafhion, has formerly been fometimes men- 
tioned, when nations were involved in a Civil War. 

Lord Mansfield in this fine fpeech, for fuch 
it was, ftrongly recommended a coalition of par- 
ties. The defign is certainly laudable. But fo long 
as he adheres to this favourite alternative^ the 
executipn, it Ihould feem, cannot be without 
great difficulty. Whatever may become of this 
;defign, furely a great ftatefman ought to have 
larger views. Would it not be altogether as wor- 
thy of this great perfon's conciliatory and lenient 
talents, to bring about a coalition in empire^ 
as in party ? His Lordfhip valued hinifelf on 
having brought about the famous coalition of 

parties 

prejudicial to this country, and the conueftion miCehievous. The Dean thercrore 
draws his conclufion fairly — " Get rtdof the Colonis.*' — Allow his prrmlfesr 
and his conclulion is . juft what crcry man in his fcnfcs would draw* If| 
therefore, the grave Judge agrees with the Divine, he muft allow the war 
to be the abfurdeft aft that madmen ever imagined in their phrenzy, yea, 
perhaps the mof^ expenfive war that erer was HAdcitdkdQy to infure an o^ <> 
jec\ that ii mljcbicymu 



t IS ] 

parries in 1757, and he fpoke with much 
complacency of his Ihare in that memorable 
tranfaftion. He then made his early cffays of 
negotiation, in reconciling the old to the young 
politicians of that day -, will he now ftand forth, 
in the full maturiry of his wifdom, and recon- 
cile the Mother Country to her Colonies ? I imagine 
the difficulties in his way will not be greater, 
though the end will be ftill more glorious. He 
will not find England more fond ofpozjer than the 
late Duke of Newcajile — He will not find America 
more difpofed to independence than Mr. Pitt -, nor 
her fpirit more lofty 5 nor her temper more punc- 
tilious. Lord Mansfield then brought England to 
unite againft: her natural enemies ; let him now pre- 
-vail on her to agree with her natural friends. He 
then brought the Tories to be good fervants to a 
.Whig government •, let him now perfuade them 
to become, moderate mafters to a Whig people. 

If he can do thefe things, he may be aflbred 
:that when he is * " no more than TuUy or thaa 
" Hyde,'* the Englilh on both fides of the great 
Ocean, pacified by his virtues, will to the lateft 
pofterity vie with each other in honours to his 
;name. While -f the pealing organ, and the paufing 
choir accord with the lawn-rob'd Prelate who will 
L 2 mix 

* When Murray, long enough his country's pride. 

Shall be no more than Tully or than Hyde. P0P8, 
t Tickel on thcileath of Addifon. 
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mix the afties of the patriot with the duft of 
Kings, America, who boafts no cathedrals, and 
has fccn as yet no Kings, will, in her plain 
churches, ereft Cenotaphs to his menK>ry ; and 
furely his indulgent fhade, then purged from the 
dregs of all party fournefs, will not difdain the 
finiple hymns of a Icfs oftentatious worftiip ; but 
will look down with a gracious and benignant 
fmile on the annual gratitude of an unpoliQied 
people, and the homely conuncmoration of an in- 
dependent preacher. 

The name of Murray, the pride of every alum- 
nus of Weftminfter, has led nie into this fanciful 
cxcurfion amcnig the tombs. Bqt to return to 
the Lord Mansfield, * *' fo known, fo honoured 
in the Houfe of Lords,**-— and to Doftpr Tucker, 
—The learned Lord, as well as I can difcern, 
fcems altogether to agree with: the learned Divine^ 
in his ftate $f the cafe\ and he no where contra- 
difts his general theory. But their cmfequent plan 
differs as widely as pole from pole. The Divine 
is of opinion, that the pofleffion of America is 
of no advantage to us, and therefore with a fpi- 
rit becoming a Minifter of the Gofpel, as well as 
a good politician, he is for giving the Colonifts 
(though not with the bcft grace in the world) that 
independency, which, according to him, they fa 
much defire to obtain, and which, as Jae thinks, 

3 i? 

* Fcpe to his Lordflup. 
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it will coft us little or nothing to beftow. His 
ground appears to me to be exceedingly bad ; but 
if he can once eftablifh it, he is far from rcafoning 
ill. His conclufion flows diredly and irrefiftibly 
from his premifes. 

The Bon Mot of the Bilhop of Glbucefter, con- 
cerning two Divines, is now rather trite. One of 
them, whom I fliall not name, he faid, made his 
religion a trade ; the other. Dr. Tucker, (much 
to his credit in a commercial country) made trade 
his religion. Without venturing on fo much 
freedom with the Dean, as his Bilhop may be al- 
lowed to ufe, it is certain that next to religion he 
has applied to this fubjeft with the moft diligence, 
and with very great fuccefs. He would have ap- 
plied with very little diligence to it, and with no 
fuccefs at all, if he did not know that firft ele- 
mental principle in the crifs crofs row of commerce, 
which is — the imprudence of throwing good money 
after bad, and expending a capital without ex- 
pe&ation of return. 

Lord Mansfield did not; on that day, explain 
how it happens, that feeming at leaft entirely to 
agree with Dn Tucker concerning the commer* 
cial importance of America, he is willing to ex- 
hauft mines of treafure, and to fpill feas of blood, 
to reduce the Colonies to what he Q2X\& fubmiffion^ 
^nd they term Jlavery. 

" To 
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*^ To compel, them to fubmit" arc words of not 
precife meaning. To what is it the Americans 
are to fubmit ? To regulations of trade ? If 
XjOtd Mansfield agrees with the Dean of Glow^ 
cefter, thefe regulations, fo far from being valu- 
able, arc in reality rather mifchievous to our- 
fclyes. A war to compel y«^i& fubmiflion, may 
Y^ll be called nnnatur^J. Is it to taxation they 
^e to fubmit ? If fo, the end and the fole end of 
Ha^atiov being rev^nuej that is to fay, profit^ x% 
is, like all other profit, 4 matter of calculation. 
If qi|r prefent proceedings promife at any time tq 
produce a profit commenfurate to the blood, ex^ 
pence, and rifque, or any profit at all, we thei^ 
fiave an objefk. Whether we are likely to fucceed 
in it,^ by the me^ns we ufe, is another queftion ; 
but miniftry adting wifely or unwifely, do, in that 
cafe, purfue foniething. 

I attended with all the diligence due to his 
great abilities, to Lord Mansfield on that his 
great day, and I muft confefs I received no more 
fatisfaftion from him on the probability of this 
revenue, than I had received from the Houfe of 
Commons, whilfl: that Houfe permitted their 
conftituents to hear the reafbns they aflign for the 
burthens they impofe. 

The nation is nqt kindly treated. It is docile 
enough, but tfie matters refufe to teach. To 

make 
3 
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make a war for taxation^ without an eftimate of 
revenue^ is not rational. 1 fay no worfe of it. 
Lord Mansfield fhould have given this eftitjiate. 
He has teen Ghancrflor of thetxchteTquer;*or a 
picture I have fomewhere feen belies him. The 
prefent Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his bu- 
finefs at leaft, does not fecm to be nfiore thaii\a 
pidture; a very faint reprefentation of a great 
financier. With fubmiffion, an eftimate of this 
fort would be of fomething more importance, and 
a little more to the point, than this learned Lord's 
Hiftory of American hereditary difafFeftion. The 
original fin of the Colonies, independence^ -which, 
however entertaining, (and every thing from him 
muft be entertaining) \^as Rttle to the purpofe^kf 
that argunfient. ' But ^s he ch6fe to dwell upon tt, 
I am fureit a:nfwered fbme pui'pdfe; and thefc- 
Yore it derfervds a' ghat deal of c6nffiderkt}(yh. 

I propdfe to'ej^amineTt' carefully, if an dbfciife 
writer in a news-paper ihay venture to IcritTcife 
on the elaborate: performance of a pcffdn of Toj 
much dignity. 
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LETTER IX. 



AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 



Saturday^ December 9. 



Mr. Miller, 



OUR unhappy civil conteft, notwithftanding 
the innumerable evils which it has produced, 
is attended with fome advantage. The ftate of 
the provinces, lately our's, is come to be under- 
(tood, even by Minifters. The utter impractica- 
bility of drawing a revenue from America is uni- 
verfally acknowledged. The point of taxation 
has been over and over again abandoned. It is, 
however, thought neceflary to lengthen the dura- 
tion, and to augment the rigours of a war begun 
upon the fole principle of taxation. Having firft 
Uiade war for that objedt, and that objedt being 
found imprafticable, we muft now provide an 
objedt for the war. Here is a demand for inge- 
nuity, and Lord Miansfield fteps forward. 

The 
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The aim of the Colonies at abfolute indepen- 
dency^ is now made the ground of war; and left 
the condudt of the prefent inhabitants Ihould not 
furnifh proof enough for the purpofe, they are to 
be vifited with the fins of their forefathers, from 
the third and fourth generation •, and ancient hif- 
tory is to be fuborned as the evidence of recent 
guilt. I really do not relifh this method of dig- 
ging up the bones of departed error, in order to 
render the fire of perfecution more intenfe againft 
prefent heterodoxy. I know and confefs, that the 
people of New England were early in their rejiji- 
ance to King James. I do not pretend to defend 
them in that aft of rebellion ; or in that fondnefs 
for innovation, which, for any proof I can bring 
to the contrary, was their true motive for fubmif- 
fion to the government of King William. That 
they did fo refift and fo fubmit, is a matter of faft 
indifputable. But whether the one is, or the 
other, or both equally are, to be alledged as va- 
lid proof of their former defire of independence^ is 
more than I can prefume to determine. 

But fomething I will beg leave to fay upon the , 
whole of this method of hiftoricaUy criminating 
our provinces. I am very certain, Lord Mans- 
field would not fo much as hear of it in his judicial 
capacity ; and on this fubje6t, I muft appeal from 
the ppliticiaq to the magiftrate. 

. . M . . In 
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. In the firft place, his Lordfhip would hardly 
think it fair to ranfack the hiftory of one, or at 
the utmoft two provinces, and the Journals of one 
or two affemblies -, and on account of every mu- 
tinous aft, or peevilh vote to be found in them, 
to conclude twelve more to be guilty, without ci- 
ting one fingle ad or vote of any of the twelve 
to prove the common charge in which they are 
all involved. But, according to the modern mode 
of proceeding, in the evidmce we find Maflachu- 
fetts Bay, in the fentence we find the colonies. 
This little j, flipped in as if by accident, forms 
the fmall, but venomed fting in the tail^ that is 
to be mortal to two million of people. Such a 
loofe method of crimination would do well enough 
in a news-paper paragraph of a minifterial writer^ 
or in a dutiful and loyal addrefs from a fifth * 
part of a Scotch borough ; but it was hardly to 
be expelled from the accuracy and precifion of a 
great reafoner, or from the equity and impartiality 
of a confcientious Judge. 

The colonies have been (until our late proceed- 
ings united them) unconnefted and independent 
of each other. If the hiftory of MaflTachufetts Bay, 
. or Rhode Ifland, had been a tiflue of rebellions, 
without one moment's peace or obedience, how 
are Pennfylvania, Virginia, Maryland, the two 

Jerfeys^ 
* Such there are among the Addxcffles the Minifiers \a'ue 
tbemfelves upon. 
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Jerfeys^ the two Carolinas, or even Connefticut, or 
New Hampfhire, anfwerable ? It was enough to 
make thefe Colonies refponfible for the afts of 
their own forefathers in a right line, and not to 
charge them with collateral delinquency, for the 
offences of the political progenitors of other 
people. 

I am obliged, in the next place, to lament fe- 
rioufly, that Lord Mansfield, in reading the hif- 
tory of even one^ (the worft if he pleafes) of the 
colonies, in order from thence to infer the guile 
of the wbole^ fhould not have been able to per- 
ceive any thing in all that hiftory befides adts of 
refiftance and revolt. I fliall beg leave to remind 
his Lordfhip, that until this unfortunate period, 
that colony (Maflachufetts Bay) certainly never did 
take up arms againft the Crown. It certainly 
did make fome provifion for the fupport of liis 
Majefty's government. It certainly did raife 
fums of money, and very large fums too, at fe- 
veral times, for the public fervice. It certainly 
did fpill a great deal of fuch blood as it had to 
fpill, in the quarrels of this country. The 
wealth of the colony was not equal to ours, nor 
their blood as noble as Lord Mansfield's. But 
there is an eye in which the widow's mite is not 
^altogether difregarded, and in which the blood of 
the y:eomari is not without an account. 

M 2 This 
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This total omiflion of every aft of duty, fidelity, 
or affeftion, in fettling the account even of this 
colony, is fo far from being judicially fair, that in 
the light of mere hiftory, it mud be blamed as de- 
fedlive. If I had obferved that extraordinary omif- 
fion any where but in a fpeech of Lord Mansfield, 
I fhould have taken it for one of the worft kinds 
of fallhood, " a fupprefllon of truth/* But that 
pmiffion being his, I am perfuaded it arifes from 
any thing fooner than an intention to deceive. I 
have heard that his Lordfhip, like other great 
lawyers in great pradlice, has frequently employed 
a brother of lefs fame, and lefs occupation at the 
Bar, in the capacity of, what the cant of Weft- 
minfter-Hall calls, " a Cafe Hunter ^^ or Searcher 
for Precedents. This more laborious than intelli- 
gent inftrument, miftaking Lord Mansfield's di- 
reftions, and forgetting that his Lordftiip was a 
great parliamentary Judge, and not a retained 
advocate in a party caufe, produced all the pre- 
cedents which could be ufeful towards eftablilh- 
ing the charge againft the colonies, and accord- 
ing to his low idea of prudence, fupprefled every 
^hing which might make in their favour. I fhould 
recommend to his Lordftiip inftantly to difmifs 
Jiis prefent Cafe Hunter^ and to take fome other 
into his fervice who may be more capable of en- 
tering 
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tcring into his real views, and of fuftaining tfie 
true dignity of his charaftcr. 

In this plan of fubftituting hereditary difafFec- 
tion as a ground for a war, in the room of taxa- 
tion the original objeft of it, but now abandoned, 
I have menti6ned two capital errors. The one, 
that the charge is general, and the proof partial." 
The other, that the evil aftions are ftated, and 
the good omitted. I muft beg leave to add a 
third, of perhaps as much moment as the other 
two. — That thefe things are charged as peculiar 
crimes to. the colonies •, which if they are faults, 
zrt faults of human nature in their circumftances ; 
and which, if we go on to confider as crimes, 
and as grounds of war or of punilhment, we can- J 
not poflibly enjoy any peace now or hereafter. I 
will endeavour to explain myfelf. In countries 
pretending to any degree of freedom, ftruggles 
againft exertions of power are not uncommon nor 
unnatural ; and even claims of right on the part 
of the fubjeft, fometimes better, fometimes worfc 
grounded, are not to furprize us. I fuppofe ouy 
whole civil hiftory is made up of fuch difputes. 
If men of a certain defcription were to be the 
judges, the people of England would be called to 
a fevere account. Mr. Hume has paffed judge- 
ment upon many of thefe claims, even thofe claims, 
which are now fandified by (what fomc ftatefmea 

think) 
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think) the beft of all arguments, Succcfs, That 
great author confiders what we now deem the 
rights of thci people, to have been formerly 
invafions on the rights of the Sovereign j and the 
ftrugglcs relative to them, he pronounces to have 
been contefts, in which the Crown aifted only on 
the defenfive. 

It is no miracle if a colony, at fuch an im- 
menfe diftance, with ill defined rights, and under 
no trifling commercial reftraints, fliould, at one 
time or other, pafs Ibme votes derogatory to the 
power of Parliament. Did Parliament itfelf at 
no time pafs votes derogatory even to its own 
rights ? Did Parliament never compliment thq 
Crown with the mofl; facred rights of the people ? 
On the other hand, did Parliament at no time 
fccw a violent, . fiiforderly, and factious fpirit in 
»ny of her proceedings ? 

• I believe, if Lord Mansjfkid fends his.pr^^^-. 
dettt Hunter to the Journals of eijher, or both 
Houfes, to felect from fuch votes matter to 
ground an attack on the rights of the people of 
England, as having at fome period faftioufly 
abufed, or fervilely betrayed them, he will be 
fupplied with far more abundant, and far lefs 
<}ucftionable matter for the purpofe, than in the 
Journals, not fimply of the Maflachufetts AjQfem^ 
bly, but in all the Journals of that whole Cqnti^ 

nent. 
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inent. Yet if Parliament ftiduld by any accident 
happen to come to a difpute with the Crown, or 
(what is quite impoflible) with the people, would 
it be fair to prove from thefe refolutions, a long 
premeditated fcheme in that body, either to rob 
the Crown of its rights, or to cftablilh an arbi- 
trary power in the King ? 

This learned Lord will confider, on a re-hear- 
ing of this caufe, that thefe aflemblies are no^ 
permanent bodies. That for the greater part 
they have but a year's duration. That an Af- 
fembly in ill-humour with their Governor, will 
pafs an angry refolution, which one in a better 
temper totally difregards •, which is, in fome 
time, entirely forgot •, which is never acted upon, 
and never thought of by themfelves, or by any 
body elfe ; until fome ingenious perfons, being left 
deftitute of any other pretext, choofe to put toge- 
ther all thefe unconnefted fcraps, in order to make 
them an excufe for defolating the fineft countries, 
and ruining the moft flouriftiing commerce, by the 
cruel turpitude, and unprincipled vengeance of a 
piratical war. 

That thefe kind of votes do not ferve as regu- 
lar principles to influence the conduft of men, wo 
know by our examples at home. Several dor- 
' mant votes and refolutions, which Lord Mansfield 
will neither adt upon nor expunge, ftill remain 

on 
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on the Journals of that very Houfe where he fo 
juftly fways with an unbounded authority. The 
Commons have deemed fome of them highly de- 
rogatory to their rights. The Lords held them 
neceflary to the rights of the fubjedt, and to the 
prefervation of the law of the land. I fpeak here 
of the refolutions in the cafe of Alhby and White 
on occafion of the Aylelbury eleftion ; yet though 
thefe votes ftill remain on the Journals of the 
Houfe of Lords, who can accufe the Houfe of 
Lords, at this day^ of any attempt to fupport the 
rights of the fubjeft, or to aflert the law of the 
land — againft the pretenfions of the Houfe of 
Commons ? Chief Juftice //(?// fat on the very feat 
which Lord Mansfield now fills with fo much more 
prudence. Holt countenanced thofe proceedings 
of the Houf? of Lords ; and indeed it was his ir- 
regular zeal for the law that firft gave rife to them. 
But is it fair, from thence to fuppcfe Lord Manf- 
neld chargeable with thefe or any other irregular 
or blameable proceedings, or with the intemperate 
zeal of Chief Juftice Holt ? 

For the prefent I fubmit thefe few obfervations 
to thofe gentlemen, . who fome time ago made war 
with fo much eagernefs to compel the Colonies to 
contribute to the fupport of empire. They were 
then at war for taxes never to be obtained ; let 
them take care that they are not i^ow at war aga'mft 

an 
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an independency that never has been attempted. 
They are on a bufinefs of blood ; — let them be 
fure that the evidence is fufficient. They fhall 
hear again upon this fubjedt, which I take to be 
material to the public, 

V A L E N S. 
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LETTER X. 
IRISH INDEPENDENCE. 

^uefday^ Sept. 6, 
Mr. Miller, 

LORD Mansfield has been lately left alone 
in the Houfe of Lords. " All the obliged 
have deferted, and all the vain." He, who but 
a few days before, and with fuch decided au- 
thority, had pafled a bloody fentence upon whole 
nations, has not been able to regulate the trial 
of one old woman*. His judicial conflift was with 
a boy ; and he v/as baffled. Thefe indications 
of fome odd change, -though they appear in flight 
matters, are warnings which a wife man will not; 
difdain to take. They ought, in fome meafure, 
to abate the pride of power, and the confidence 
in favour. They ought to fupple the heart, and 
to make it fufceptible of the foft contagion of our 
nature. tThey ought to difpofe it towards a fa- 
vourable 

* Alludes to the remarkable contrtoverfy between Lord Manf- 
£eld and Lord Lyttelton, on the mode of trying the Duchefs 
ofKingflon; the Houfe adopted Lord Lyttelton's plan in 
preference to Lord Mansfield. 
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vounffile hearing of millions of people, lately 
flourifhingj opulent, peaceful, and happy, but 
now doomed to be the harrafled and perfecuted 
objedl of eternal piracy, rapine, and devaftation. 

If Lord Mansfield ftiould be found thus fof- 
tened towards an unfortunate, rejected branch of 
the Englifh racej perhaps in fome moments of 
humiliation fo favourable to clemency, he might 
turn his eyes on theEnglifti ftock itfclf. He might 
begin to fufpeft, that the fufferings of war cannot 
be confined to one fide only ; and that our own 
fliare of thefe calamities may be worthy of feme 
confideration. He might feel the glory of burn- 
ing the petty filliing town, Falmouth in New- 
England, balanced by the taking of Sl Johfs ; 
he might think the ftealing by Lord Dunmore, of 
a dozen or two of little, honey-combed, iron 
fhip guns from a deferted wharf in Virginia^ of 
not quite fo much importance as the lofs of Ca- 
nada. Though it is undoubtedly fome comfort 
to infult the few Provincial Officers we take, by 
throwing them with common men into a gaol ; 
and fome triumph to hold the bold adventurer, 
Ethan Allen, in irons in a dungeon, in Corn- 
wall ; yet it may be thought not quite fo pleafant 
on the other had, to have the coips of Englilh 
Fuzileers prifoners of war by capitulation, in 
Connefticut, though under the tendereft treat- 
ment from a mild, humane, and generous con- 
N 2 qucror. ' 
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queror. The famine of Bofton (which will vie 
in hiftory with that of Peruria*,)'the wafte of camp 
diftempers, the flaughrer at Bunker's-Hill, the 
difperfion of tranfports, the ocean covered with 
wrecks, our Hanoverian allies perifhing on the 
coaft of France, before the eyes of thofe whom 
they had lately helpt to defeat ; the miferable ruin 
of the finances of this kingdom, and that back- 
fliding, which after twelve years peace, has let us 
down into that condition of debt, in which we 
were left at the end of a war with half Europe — 
All thefe confiderations may, at a calm hour, rife 
in an awful feries before Lord Mansfield ; and, 
forcing one natural figh for the diftreffes of hu- 
manity, may difpofe him to liften to an humble 
plea for peace. They may, perhaps, incline his 
ear to fober enquiry, whether even an imperfeft 
authority is not more eligible than a compleat war ? 
and whether, all things confidered, the fpoils of 
America will be, in reahty, fo much a better thing 
than its commerce ? 

Lord Mansfield's argument agaiiift the prefent 
Colonies, from the votes of one of them in time 
pajt^ was examined in my laft letter. 

I Ihall now take this bufinefs in another point 

of view. For a\^hile I will go along with his 

Lordfhip. He fhall have granted to him not only 

all, Lut much more than he aflumes. I will al- 

fc low 

* Pcrufma fames. 
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low that the Journals, not of one^ but of aP- the 
affemblies, are full of faftious refolutions. Hav* 
ing for argument admitted this, I muft beg leave 
to accompany my conceffion with a matter of faff i. 
which, though it will not at all excufe fuch con- 
tumacy in the Americans, it may abate fome de- 
gree of that aftonifhment and indignation, which 
it feems to excite in a veteran politician, who hzf 
breathed the airof feventy winters in our climate, 
of clear and unclouded virtue. 

The Twelve United Colonies have twelve po- 
pular affemblies. The number of Members they 
contain may be as large, within a trifle, as the Par- 
liament of Great Britain. They are probable about 
-five hundred perfons. Will his Lordfhip alk, 
what douceurs are diflributed among the, whole 
body of thefe Reprefcntatives ; I do affure him, 
on the (trifteft enquiry, 'I do not find that the 
twelve American parliaments, and the "viholcfroe 
hundred men who compofe them, receive among 
them all one fifth part of the value of what is held 
by one fingle gentleman, whom I could name, in 
the Houfe of Commons. 

It is not that the foil of the plantations does not 
yield the conftitutional ftaple of lucrative em- 
ployments. But thefe employments are almoft 
all, with much more propriety, beftowed hi aid 
of a contraded Englifh civil lift, and as a fup» 

port 
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port and fecurity to the independence of a Britilti 
Parliament. They are certainly better beftowed ; 
for I have conftantly obferved, that all thofe 
gentlemen who hold American employments, have 
been the moft zealous of all others againft the in- 
folent claims of the Colonifts, and the moft deter- 
mined refifters of that fadious and interefted fpirir, 
which dares unnaturally to infult fo gracious and 
beneficent a government. 

If we did not know to a certainty, that not a 
Ihilling is fpent in England upon eledlions -, and 
that the emoluments, fo liberally diftributed in 
Parliament, have no fhare in producing any part 
of that complaifance to government, which dif- 
tinguilhes our age, and puts to Ihame the ftubborn 
Ipirit of our anceftors, we might, inftead of being 
aftonilhed at fuch inftances of oppofition, be rather 
furprifed, how it has happened, that in popular af- 
fembliesfo little managed, the oppofition to govern- 
ment has not been greater, more frequent, more 
fierce, and more extenfive. So much rich com- 
poft is laid upon the highly dreffed, and produc- 
tive foil of a Britifh Parliament, and fuch atten- 
tion is beftowed on its thorough cultivation, that 
thefe remote parts have been neglefted, and fuf- 
fered to fhoot out all the wild weeds of a vigorous, 
but uncultivated nature. Except infulting re- 
proaches, angry prorogations, fuddcn diffolutions, 

rejedted 
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rejefted petitions, with now and then a challenge 
* to difpute on the origin of government, I can 
find nothing that has been praftifed to " tame the 
genius of the ftubborn plain," or to moUifjf 
the hereditary fpirit of independency, that i$ 
charged upon the American Affemblies. Under 
fuch indolent negleft, and fuch churlifli attentions, 
I could not pofitively anfwer for the mellowne& 
and traflability even of a civilized Britifli Parlia- 
ment. I jQiould not however conclude, from 
fome four humours in our Houfes of Parliament, 
that a barren independence was the objeft of their 
wifhes ; but that, like pevifh virgins, they longed 
for fomething elfe. 

Oppofition to the authority of afts of Parlia- 
ment is not a thing new in the dependencies of 
this empire, nor confined to America. A denial 
of that authority in much greater extent, had once 
been very popular in Ireland. MoIineuXj one of 
their moft celebrated authors, (a great natural 
philofopher like Doftor Franklin) a friend and a 
correfpodent of Locke, wrote a book which is ftill 
in requefl:.- The objefl: of this book is to prove, that 
England had no power to make any laws whatever 
to bind Ireland. The aflertion is not limited to 
taxes ; it is as broad and general as legiflature it- 
felf on the largeft plan. That book indeed was 

burnt 

• Vide Governor Hutchinfon's famous fpecch. 
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burnt by the hands of the common hangman 
here ; but the dodrines gained fo much ground 
tbere^ that the Judges who admitted appeals 
to England were perfecuted by the Irifh Houfes 
of Lords and Commons with the greateft rigour 
and afperity, and obliged to fly in a body to 
pngland. 

In confequence of this a declaratory aft was 
pafled, afferting the fupreme legiflative authority 
of Great Britain. Nothing further was done. No 
troops were fcnt, or employed to enforce obedience. 
Time was given for the public ferment to fubfidc. 
The appeal to the Houfe of Lords in England, 
was left to find its own way by its own utility ; 
and utility effefted that which force could not have 
effedted. The Irifh fuitors found an advantage in 
a judicature removed from local affeftions and lo- 
cal prejudices. At the fame time .the Irifh Par- 
liament was foothedy inflead of being bullied. 
The leading interefls were gained. The flubborn 
were foftencd, and the angry pacified. By de- 
grees, as it was natural, the florm was blown 
over. The Irifh Parliament kept its refolutions. 
England received its appeals. No harfh laws were 
paffed for the purpofe of a teji. No tax was im- 
pofed for a trial of obedience. The queflion of 
the right remains to this day open for the decla- 
iwation of any gentlem.an in the Irifh or Englifh 

Parliament, 
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iPal-riAifttiit; knd ii frequcritly tiTed witfi^'^a* W 
iiocehcic, as the intcreft ot* wbim bfihH o%to^6n• 
athcr fidcf dipcfts hinik . . . . . • 

In Ifelafid it was not only in votes and ferolo^^ 
tions of Fafliament, that the authonnF bT Great 
Britain Kais met With oppofitioni TKc refiftance* 
to the trade laws by tUnttiftirous violehce^- has been' 
frequent and bften fucc5efsful. Wool irss and is 
carried off in great quantities ; and great mobs' 
have frequently deftfoyed importfed gbods in' one' 
of the principal cities of that kingdom^ while 
other mobs intimidated officer^ frdtri pieve itting^ 
on export of prohibited mahufaflfcdHesifr the- oftfcr. 
It is not long fihee the cipdrtadow 6f 'feye^catttc' 
to England was prevented by violence \ ^ vioFcncr 
at which the Magiftratcs of Irclahd tlwught pro-' 
per to wink* Parliament tfioiight proper taWfek,^ 
in its tufn^ at that violence and that rfegicjff. 

But if Parliament) on beacring of thdJi difoi'- 
ders^ had direfted the offending Iriftr ports to be 
blocked up^' tlntit tfi^'lttftg (hould think propel- 
todpchthemt If^ on theii^ledtof Magiftrafcs; 
(fun ds ^ha^gcable on Ireland a$ Atherita) aif^ Aft 
of Parliament had violently fubverted the corpo- 
rate rights of their cities t Ifj on the votes of 
the Irifti Parliament) derogatory to the authority 
6f the ' fu^reihc legiffatur^* th^y tiad yiokn^r 
^hangKl the f^u^iouion ot the^&qqadarjtc?^^^ 
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J^iQ^^^^(^fir{\Ju:o^ by inffcaty*. If helwi 
held the language there, which EngUlJ^ Mi|uiler4r 
M^^r, ^!!1P J^nglifli .(^olqnies^: the Pivli^wpt of 

tCLJ^ijj^^ f^ir tjrw^^ ift^prder to (ijbdiwteJand ui 
Jn^ecicaJ^ JThc pnjiy. .d^gen^eni:. p^ o( tKe emr 
R^^^^[^-M^^ pcace^ is. at peace by Miniftiy'i 

E*?y^^-^?l^^f^^ isQbtame4-.i? obtained where tbi 
powgr.pf . iropofing 03 reaoqnqed, ^ Sq dpcrpnt^ 
f?^. t^^: 4^5iB^^: ^ .vnTubftanti^ thcipfjr .frpnj 

%.^P.F^^/'f, T.brj ..: / : . . :•.:. i 
^ Lfl^ttjir.nay&if I hayej(b(^m that the oppodv 

tioi^ Jp^ tj^e extent of pariramcntary poweri has 

notj^eeri fjoiifine^ to Amefica. I paye fhcwn^ 

that the depial In Ireland was of a iSirarf^ eiitent 

than tliat in America > and thererong a^fiOiaj of a ' 

fe^f extent^ (t6n^^ the right to'tax^cquld be 

no .pro6f of a forme^ Sefign.of independency, oi» 

tlie part of the Colonies, if denial jin 2l larger cjcten^ 

cannot cpnyift Ireland of tl^e fame oflSbncc. I 

-, thav© 

...■•..'.. . .V . . . •...;..,■■ ^ 

"^' biir corrcfpondent fee^s to alluSc to Mn Rigbjr ahdMr, 
Gharlei- Jciikinfon, wlio 'afleite4 in the Engliflk^Hdoile bf 
ibonimoQA tlie« right of the Engliih Parliament to kxilrtlnulj, 
whic^ aficrtioB^of theirs Sir ]o\\xk Qffu^uiere (reatfid at Vakni^ 
reprefetitft it.— Vide the fpeecl^es ia AImoa*8 Regifiier. 



have fhewn that the Parliament of Ireland never 

milfe any formal acknowledgement of the power 

of this legiflature to bind that kingdom ; that the 

power of'Englaju^ ther^ afi>fe ffbm our npt^pufli* 

ing every point ; and that the aftonilhing oble- 

quioufnefs of Ireland at this hour, is owing to 

our not having made ufe of any one of thofe me-* 

tbodsloF^ kleitmg Whcrifly, ivluch have bceh rd 

commended and ufed in America, All this forms 

at leail a prefumption againft the utility of fuch 
methods. 

* I hope indulgence a little longer in this humbk 
plea to Lord Mansfield, on the trial of Amq^a^ 
for mifprifion of independence. If in the end ( whaC 
I will not imagine) the Judge (hould give a harfk 
charge, the Jury of the publiG may poflibly proVfe* 
as refradtery to the authoritf pf^ £c«ti Mansfieldif 
as' the Houfe of Peers has been cn~ alat^ occ^on y 
and though he diredts them to ebrivift, they hiiy* 
ftill with fome remains of Englilh firmnefs, brbl^ 
jti ;hc prifoner Not Ouiltjr, 

y AI-ENS; . 
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CaiMINAL INTENTIONS. 

t'Mnf. Miller, -i . 

.. f ,. V .' •. *■ . ■ . 

I;':* . .• ' — . ' • * • ^ *•'■•*■ • 

TTiectns ta b^. in the natural courfc of tlyngs^- 
^, that men are very rarely brp.yg)i( Co a feafc o^ 
gwiit -OX ifolly, but throujgh th^v^n^cdium of iiif. 
fci^, , We are obliged to the jll^^i^iftf^, for. hav- 
]^g4>iaced us in thi^ fchoql of..^hokrpme .difci* 

"^^C ,:. ...:i:I:J.-..:::J'-r • -a... :.f:;c- - .- • .. 
' The mifconduft ^of the, prefept war wiU }^- 

degrees lead the nation into a difpofition to.oi* 
quire into the juftice of if. Never was a wv 
morS o^n 'to an' impartial examination of its me- 
rits. No Glare of falfe glory in the execution 
of our American meafures, has hidden the de- 
fcfts, or gilded over the errors of the original 
plan. We have only to pr^y, that our inftruc- 
tion may not come too late for our amendment. 
^ ' 2 I can- 
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'I cannot eafilyquit ^ opinion,' that however 
bitterly we may quarrel, 'there is ftill fuch a.bpt*. 
t^m of good nature, generofity, and good i^fe, 
both in ' the Europnn and American; part of the, 
]|^glilh nation, as will at length incline th^ j^ne^ 
p hold out unequivocal, folid, iii^v^ terms qf. aq- 
commodation, and induce the other to me^;;};^fe 
terms (thou^ late and ungracious in the offer), 
with a cordial and dutiful acquiefcence. 

•* The Americans are at war," (fays-Lord^ 
Mansfieldf the great aflertor of thp plan of hof- 
tiUty) ** they arc adting on the ij^q^x;^— whc- 
•* thcr we were right or wrongs we muft proceed-—. 
•* ;we muft add violence to violence, rigour ta 
*' rigour— :We are not to difcriminate the inno- 
^ cent from the guilty— if we do not kiU^them,* 
•* they will kill us;" / ^ 

It is really lingular that a man in the cool deK 
cline of life^ bred through the whole Courfe of it 
in a profeffioh of peace,- a Civil Magiftrate,' a 
Judge, covered 'tcr the chin ^with judicial. !pwr-^ 
pk^ and bloodlefs^unipottedehnins, ihould be 
diftioguifhed above all others, for a charafter of 
hazard and defperatenefs in his counfels. Lord 
Mansfio^'ApoUltfipS always ftand: upon a preoi* 
pice. When he- aifted widi oriiers, in advifing 
the late coerciVc mcafures^- he- alone^was under rib" 
^lufion. His eyes were broad, open to die coii-. 



l^ttencffiv Knowing' thjit tliofi; meafdt«s led 
tMvitihhf to^^ivii War, he tifed tfie feta^ttc*- 
preflion and «a!^ia<f 6f GiHair, ' #hftri hef &o6d on 
^'ei6:rated brttkltif that JftrfeitH, thu'^crdiSrtg 
of -which brought ruin -Oft has cdHntif, '• He told 
the Htnrfe of IkiitiaiW pltJii^Kfe, -fchat '« ' they 
«•- had now piffii- m Ritlicdn.^ This Year "he 
<l^drts thcAi to- ptilE oa that Civii-W», in a 
manner fcarcely difierent from tfie ^cedent of 
^afcfat's • fpeech before die Battle iif- PhaHalla. 
But we an. not yet h^dened by thi^ M^rmt^ 
tary dtoquence into foch' black - and • decided ch^' 
ifaity, as to unfit us for z tem^ratrexamiiiafibn 
of his caufc and argomcnts. *'^ill thcnr, or' 
*« dk^; ^111 kill us !*•— Alas ! my good LcJfd, 
iJnglHKrncn cannot chealfWl;^ ^^^' *^is ilttr- 
liative» which you are fo good to oflfei^ ifintil wc* 
afe thoroughly ccmi^itftedy that w kill thtm is 
Aot mortally tO( wouiid ouridves. > 

: This^JDiificafjr adage, ^ KSb liajt^ or diey 
^ wIlLkilluSy'^isr.asipropcriiithbfUd baiM 
cie^ as. it is ttafyiacoi and) dangetbos ih eoanpL 

.'■If t 

IfUa^ 'WC'a43fei;;(k:ci9blQi6dfi2pvoii^|iue(iilcfc .:..! 

Sivjc ^wijifcfc^JKJglV'^ . :-; ,^ .. • ^ 

Ibit» feu nn^om nblkint Yolio^ pigiiaf ' 
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When men have the bayonet to each other's 
brealt, there is no time for reafoning. But 
men deliberating at their eafe, are not in that 
defperate fituation. It is not therefore ncccflary 
that they fhould be animated with thefe defpe- 
rate fcntiments. The bufinefs of the Statefman, 
and that of the General, ought never to be con- 
founded. It is the Province of the latter to con- 
fidcr only how War is to be made. It is the duty 
of the former fometimes to confider how war is 
to be ended. Reconciliation, treaty, negocia- 
tion, and conceflion enter into the plan of the 
Statefman, though not in the operations of the 
General. If 1-ord Mansfield's fentimeftts fhould 
prevail as maxims of policy, it would follow, 
that when men, upon whatever grounds, arc 
driven to draw their fwords, there muft be no 
peace until one party or the. other is exter- 
ihinated. 

That learned Lord refts much on the offenjive 
war undertaken by the Americans, in (what is 
called) the Invafion of Canada. This he adduces 
as a proof of their defign of independency. If 
war had been as much Lord Mansfield's ftudy, 
as it feems to be his inclination, he n^uft have- 
perceived, that it never was, nor ever could ba 
confined to ft rift defence. The. very idea is full 
of abfurdity. When war is once begun, the 
P planner 



[ Jo6 1 

manner of conducing it, will be fueh as bids the 
faireft for fuccefs. It concludes nothing concern- 
ing the original motive for hoftility, nor con- 
cerning the propriety or impropriety of making 
peace. 

Thefe Things (land upon, grounds totally dif- . 
ferent; the defire of independency, like every 
other motive to war, muft be judged of by the 
proceedings previous to that event. 

For inftance, I can conceive a cafe, in which 
Scotland might take up arms, Scotland might de- . 
fend the terms of the treaty of union, even 
againft the unlimitable authority of Parliament, 
which that treaty, by " a prepofterous parade 
" of civil arrangements," certainly does affeSl to 
limit. I can conceive in argument, that afts of 
parliament might pafs to exclude the fixteen Peers 
of Scotland from their feats in the Houfe of 
Lords — or to alter the prefent happy eftablifh- 1 
ment of the Church of Scotland— or to change her 
laws for thofe of England — or on the plea of 
Ker' increafe of trade and wealth, to raife the 
proportion of their land-tax, I can conceive 
t06 the pqffibility^ that many Murrays, many 
Humes, many Campbells, many Stuarts, many 
Wedderburnes, many Dundaffes, and many El- 
liotts, might take up arins in favour of thofe 
limitations of the power of Parliament, which 

the 
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'ihe aft of Union affe£is to eftablifh; and not 
contenting themfrlves with defending Sterlings 
and blocking up Edinburgh^ they might enter 
England^ and lay fiege to Berzvick, or penetrate 
to Newcajlle. But I ftiould not therefore infer, 
that our Northern Kinfmen, who thus took up 
arms, were aiming at an independency^ which 
would deprive fo many of them of the well-earned 
emoluments, which are the confequence of their 
conneftion with England. 

If fuch a cafe were to happen, I venture to af- 
fure Lord Mansfield, that I, and many Englifh- 
men of far other confequence, would hear him 
plead in favour of peace, and for thofe rebels in 
1776, with as much approbation, as we felt 
when he pleaded for juftice againft other rebels 
in 1746. If any Lord, heated with faftion, or 
intoxicated with Court favour, (hould then tell 
him in debate, that Englilhmen were not to look 
at "the juftice of the caufe — that we muft not 
diftinguifti the innocent from the guilty — that 
his countrymen had afted on the ofFenfive — that 
if we did not kill them, they would kill us ! 
—we might pardon fuch a Lord his prejudice, 
from our indulgence to his zeal ; but we could 
never be brought to approve of his temper, or to 
adopt his opinions. 

P 2 If 
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If another Lord at the expcnce of his can- 
dopr and judgement, fhould chufe to difplay his 
l5.nowledge in hiftory, and recapitulate all the 
ravages of the Scotch from the earlieft times ; 
their natural adherence to our natural enemy, 
France; their fierce ftruggles for independenpy, 
notwithftanding the well-proved rights of our 
ancient Kings — If a third (for fuch a load of 
calumny would be too great for the jQioulders of 
any two ordinary orators) fhould carry down the 
ftory to the prefent day ; if he fhould flate the 
defign of a feparate fettlement of their crown ii^ 
favour of the Pretender, from whith their Chiefs 
wer^i brought off with fo much difficulty, and at 
fo great an expence ; if this odious remembrancer 
fhould then revive the memory of the two rebel- 
lions fincc the aft of Union, for the purpofe of 
deftroying that union, all this might found plau- 
fible to fome prejudiced ears ; but I think in well 
difpofed minds, it would excite the ftrongeft in- 
dignation. I fhould rejoice to hear the thunder 
of that eloquence which Lord Mansfield would 
certainly hurl at the unfeeling fophiflry of this; 
unjuft, invidious, and plaufible kind of ar- 
gument againft peace. He would have the hearty 
and applaufes of all true Engliflimen. True 
Englifhmcn would not fear that Scotland would 
be made ungovernable by our leftity; they 

W0UI4 
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would readily truft to the fraternal afFeftion of 
our Scotch brethren for a reftoration of lafting 
peace ; and with it, the rich Commerce of that 
country, and the fervicc and fociety of thofe 
few of its natives, who might not think fit to 
repafs the Tweed, to enjoy at home the fweets 
pf that liberty which their valouf had purchalcd 
for their country, 

^In this manner I fhould reafon on a Scotch re- 
bellion growing from fuch a principle. I mean 
a rebellion for preferving themfelves in a ftate of 
freedom ; not a rebellion for the purpofe of re- 
ducing themfelves and us to a common flavery. 
I cannot avoid applying the fame reafonings to 
America. I would endeavour to make peace 
with both on the avowed ground of the warj. 
arid I perfuade myfclf, that whatever the Ian-? 
guage of a few North-Britons about the Court, or 
cacpcding to get about the Court, may be, the 
body of the Scotch nation think and argue a^ 
Ida 

I have no right to endeavour at difcovering by 
dH^ihation the fecret motives of any man's con-r 
dua ; whilft the oftenfible are fuch as may fairly 
influence an honeft and a reafonable man. To 
fppport in argument, that independency was the 
qriginal objed of American refiftance, we muft 
^ffumc, or prove, that they had no colourable; 

complaint 
I 
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complaint or grievance. Lord Mansfield has 
too much honour and good fenfe to affert, that 
there was nothing colourable or plauGble in their 
objeftion to their being taxed, in their circum- 
ftances and fituation, without their confent. 
The praftice on our fide may, for aught I know, 
be reconciled to principles of ftridt formal law ; 
but we all know it can never be reconciled to any 
principles of liberty^ The Queftion is then, 
whether an attempt to govern th: m contrary to 
the principles of liberty, could be a real caufe 
of quarrel, or was fo idle and frivolous, as to 
pbljge us to fearch for fome other ground of their 
condudl. 

Whatever the firfl: caufe was, or whatever 
diforders arofe from it, the Americans did not 
go to extremities upon that. It is fome proof 
of their not having premeditated a fcheme of in- 
dependency, that they waited for feveral other 
grievances before they took up arms. 

Boilon loft its port, and the Colony of Mafla- 
chufett's Bay forfeited its Charter — juftly fays 
Lord Mansfield, but certainly without charge, 
evidence or hearing. Men confider the right of 
being heard, as of fome import in juftice; if 
it be not. Lord Mansfield's ofiice muft become a 
finecure. Among other human frailties, men 
have a natural love for their local conftitutions 

and 
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^d particular privileges. We mufl: allow that 
(however merited) the lofs of a favourite form 
c£ Government will be confidered and felt as a 
very great hardfhip. Nations have thought an 
arbitrary and compulfory change, even of ha- 
bits, to be grievous. A form of government 
changed, is a matter of fomcwhat more confe-' 
quence than the compulfory deprivation of a 
flapped hat at Madrid, or being ftripped of the 
plaid, and forced into breeches in the f High- 
lands. 

. The bringing the perfons of the Americans to 
trial in England, by a revival and cxtenfion of 
a Statute of Henry the Vlllth ; and the fending 
them. by an original aft of George the Illd, to' 
England, to look for juftice on any foldicr or 
Gufbom-Hfaufc Officer who (liould commit murder 
on their relation, — thefe have alfo fomething of 
the air of a grievance. I (hall fay nothing of tlie 

AcT 

• The reader need fcarce be told, that in the year 1766 the 
ttteffipt to oblige the Spaniards by force to leave ofF a flouchcd 
hat that was in ufe among them, created fuch a diHurbancc 
among the people of Madrid, as obliged the King to fly from 
hi^ capital, and made it necelTary for him to fend his Favourite 
out of the kingdom^ who ha» never returned fince. Much 
Icfs do we fuppofe it necefTary to inform the reader, that the 
permiffioEbf'quiuinghis breeches, and refunving his plaid, is 
at this nloJSieit'iield'oiit as a bribe to allure the Highlairdero 
into the new levies againil America. 
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A<a for preventing their Fifliery, or of that iot 
prohibiting all intercourfe between Colony and Co- 
lony, — all thefe have furely fo much the air of 
hardftiips (I mean to thofe who fufFer under 
them) that I ftiould be much lefs furprifed to find 
a people at length provoked to independency 
by fuch ads, than I am to hear them accufed of 
originally fcheming that independency becaufe 
they refilled them. Men are not always ready to 
humble themfelves even before their Creator, and 
to acknowledge his punilhments for tokens of 
loving-kindnefs. With men they are oiore in- 
clined to difpute ; and the arguments which per- 
fedtly fatisfy thofe who are in hafte to inflift pu- 
nifliment, are not quite fo convincing to thofe 
who are to fufFer it. 

All thofe laws (which look fevere even in 
cold reading) preceded the commencement of 
hoftilities, ofFefinve or dcfenfive. It is not true, : 
that adefire of free fubjedion is in nature the fame 
thing with a fcheme of independence ; and we 
may fuppofe men earneft to preferve privileges, 
without rejedbing government. 

Xhe Colonies, like others who have engaged 
in wars with their Sovereign, had therefore their 
grievance. But there the likenels Hops ; for 
there are perhaps no inftances on record of a 
people in fuch a fituation, who have pcrfevered 

with . 
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>irith flich a pertinacious humility, in repeating 
crheir fupphcations for rcdrefs. There are few 
or no inftances of men in arms ^gainft the 
ordinary Authority^ who have fo long confined 
their applications folely to their own fovereign. 
Scarce any, where they have religioufly avoided 
all caballing and tampering with foreign Powers. 
Kone where they have fo nobly paid their debts 
cothe commerce of that power, with which they 
"S^rc at war. Whatever power we have of fub- 
lifting without them, or of afting againft them, is 
owing in a great meafure to their defire of avoid- 
ing a final rupture with us. Men aiming at 
independency could never have adted in this, man- 
ner. 

Why, in common fenfe, fhould we be more 
irritated againft the Colohift than againft other 
nations? or why ftiould we ufe other rules to 
prevent pacification, than we ufe towards a foreign 
power ? I fhould be glad to know whether this 
mode of reafoning concerning old delinquency, 
or modern ill defign, was adopted at the late 
treaty of Paris ? Did the late Duke of Bedford's 
inftruftions oblige him to a difcuffion of the mo- 
tives of France and Spain for half a century 
back ? I don*t find that pur Court has received 
any fatisfaclion on that head. If the zeal and in- 
Ct duftry 
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duftry of Sir John Dalrymple, or Mr. Macphcrfon 
have made any difcovery in this curious mode of 
negotiation, they will favour the world with a new 
quarto volume for the information of future 
Statefmen. In the mean timej I muft think, that 
I do Juftice to the late Duke of Bedford (a Man 
of fenfe, and a good praftical man of bufinefs) in 
fuppofing that he troubled himfelf with no idle 
enquiries that could obftruftthe work of pacifica- 
tion, I do not hear that Lord Mansfield has ever 
accufed that Duke of a negleft duty. 

But we muft not treat with Rebels ! What hif- 
tory is it that fupplies us with this maxim? 
Lord Mansfield will allow, that the war againft 
Charles the Firft was a rebellion ; Lord Claren- 
don, I believe, ftiles it by pre-eminence the great 

rebellion^ does the hiftory of that time fupply 

us with no treaty between Charles the Firft and 
the people in arms againft him? Go to earlier 
times. How was the conteft between Stephen 
and Henry ? Stephen was confidered as an ufur- 
per, and perhaps he was fo. He treated Henry's 
partizans as rebels-, but thele harfh names of 
Rebel and Ufurper never prevented negotiation. 
Treaty and battle went on, as it were, hand in 
hand; and at laft the conteft ended in a com- 
promife. 

The 
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The (hort and violent rebellion of Wat Ty- 
ler, fhort as it was, yet afforded time for treating, 
and that too by the King in perfon. Does the 
Scotch Hiftory fupply no inftances of treaties 
between the rebellious Lords and their Kings ? 
All hiftories are full of them. Government 
often finds it fafer to treat with her fubjefts, and 
to yield too, than to rilk the uncertain event of 
arms. 

But in all wars foreign or civil, in all dif- 
putes public or private, it is utterly impoffible to 
terminate a controverfy while one of the litigant 
parties chufes to affume a fort of fupernatural ta- 
lent of difcovering the motives of mens adions; 
and loftily tells his adverfary, " I dont value 
** your offers and profeffions. I know ypu mean 
^' what you dont fay; and I will not treat with 
*' you on the avowed and apparent caufe of the 
*' quarrel, until my curiofity is fatisfied upon 
" the ground of a fufpicion which I am refolved 
*' to entertain." I am perfuaded that this learned 
Lo'-d would not argue fo inronclufively, or 
wafte his breath upon a point not in iffue, if 
the real objeft of Miniftry was to terminate the 
difpute. What his Lordfliip's objeft is, I who 
take the liberty of complaining of his faculty 
of divination, and who am, by no means, pro- 
vided with the endlefs line of his fagacity in fathom- 
ed 2 inj; 
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ing the motives of men, do not at all know,— 
and certainly dare not guefs. But the effe6t of 
the conduft of his friends in pertinacioufly con- 
tinuing and weakly conducting a war without an 
objeft, will inevitably operate to the difmember- 
ment of the Britilh Empire. 

V A L E N S. 
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LETTER XII. 



THE GAZETTE. 

Thurfday^ June ^^ iyy6n 

Mk. Miller, 

TN my paper of the 20th of January laft, I com^ 
-*• pleated, to the beft of my power, the little 
plan I had originally formed. I had propofed to 
take a view of the policy of the American war;j 
its objefts; its conduft; and the motives for en- 
gaging in it. When this was done, being no po- 
litician by profeffion, I laid down my pen. I re- 
fume it for a moment, in order to make a few re- 
marks upon the manner in which the Miniftry 
have handled t heir's. I have formerly endea- 
voured to do juftice to their merit as Statefmen 5 
I am now to confider their fkill as writers. 

As all men have their virtues a little balanced 
by fome failings, it is furely a good-natured part 
not to dwell upon the qualities they are deficient 
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in, but rather to fix our attention on thofe points 
of their charafter, in which they evidently excell. 
I fhould think it the cruelleft thing in the world 
to dwell upon Lord George Germain's condu6t 
of the civil war •, but I am happy to join with the 
world in applauding his Lordfhip's dexterous ma- 
nagement of the Gazette. 

* Whilft under his aufpices, and animated by his 
example, our commanders, by happily yZ>//>/w^ of 
their pofition, by taking the refolution of eva- 
€uating towns, and by cfFefting retreats without 
lofs, are (though quite in a new way) conquering 
Provinces abroad ; his Lordlhip is employed, ac- 
cording to the foundeft principles of the beft cri- 
tics, in recording their great exploits at home. 

Livy has been cenfured as diffufe-, Salluft, Thu- 
cydides, and Tacitus, have been criticized for an 
affedled brevity, bordering on the obfcure. Thefe 
general remarks favour of pedantry, and meer li- 
terary cant. To judge of the faults or excellence 
of the difFufe, or the concife, of the perfpicuous, 
or the obfcure ftyles, we muft confider well the 
nature of the fubjed, and the defign of the au- 
thor. No univerfal ru'e can be laid down. Some 
things cannot be difplayed too amply, and too 
minutely to the public curiofity. Others had bet- 
ter be juft touched upon. Some fhould fhine in a 
glare of light •, others Ihould be caftmcdeftly into 

the 
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tkc fhade. Some ou^t to be proclaimed by the 
found of trumpet; others there are, in which 
(ilence is the real eloquence. 

If you would know how well Lord George 
Germain has employed all thefe ftyles (and this 
no ftyle) you muft confider the end and purpofe for 
which (befides fame and immortality ) a Secretary 
of State condefcends to become an author. 

The world at large is not aware of the real ob- 
jeft of our war in America. 1 he Ible drift and 
end of all our operations there, has hitherto been, 
neither more nor lefs, than to difpcfe of the fums 
of money that have been raifed here. Thefe have 
been vaft; and thedifperfion ofthemhasnot been 
fo perfeftly eafy, as the common run of people 
might imagine. But, by the aid of cur kind and 
difinterefted friends, (the London contraftors, and 
the German Princes) the thing may be done. The 
facility however, of the expenditure, may not 
always facilitate the fupply. A great Statefman, 
like other ingenious artifts, muft tickle the ear, 
whilft he extracts the purfe. The mob out of 
doors love a little good news, though it be at their 
own coft. A vi£tory is worth a million ; and a 
good bonfire compenfates a tax. The wife Minis- 
ter (like the induftrious ant) forecafts the winter, 
and prepares the mmd for the ways and means of 
the feffion, by the intelligence with which he en- 
tertains 



us during the reccfs^ In the execution of thU 
plan, he ftriftly follows the great matters of an- 
tiquity. 

The polite critic of the Court of Auguftus^ 
Horace, was intended by that great Emperor (not 
fo happy in obtaining obedience to his commands 
as our Sovereign) for the office of * Secretary of 
State. Whilft that bufinefs was in agitation, he 
wrote thofe excellent rules for Gazettes, which 
have been unaccountably miftaken for the rules of 
dramatic poetry. A grofs error ! for what has a 
Secretary of State to do with writing tragedies ? 
Or how can we imagine that Horace, after com- 
manding a Roman legion, and diftinguifhing him- 
felf in war, fhould condefcend to undertake the 
diredtion of the opera ? The. Gazette is the pro- 
per bufinefs of his department. Befides the ob- 
fervations on ftyle that I have juft made, and 
which I confefs I borrowed from this great judge, 
he makes feveral others of moment. He advifes 
his Gazette writer to mix his fallhood with fome 
truth, ita mentitur (fays he) ut veris falfa remjat. 
And he gives his reafori, and a very folid one, 

Frimo ne medium^ medio ne difcrepat imum. 

He 
♦AbEpiftoU** 
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He recommends it to them to put off, and to bring 
on matters, as may belt fuit political purpofes. 

Ut nunc dicat jam nunc debentia diciy 
Pleraqiie differ at ^ et prefens in Umpus omit tat. 

But if fafts prove fo very itntraftable, as by no art 
of mixture or procfaftination, to be made plcafant, 
why then he thinks they are to be totally omitted. 



Jbefperat traBata nit ef cere poffe^ relinquit. 

To exemplify in the moft fatisfadtory manner his 
Lordlhip's (kill in conducing his Gazette upon 
thefc rules, the reader may remember the ample 
account wc had of the exploits of Lord Dunmorc. 
Not one captive piece was omitted of rhofe mifer- 
able old cannon, which, until they were to " open 
their mouths, and fhew forth his praife,** had 
flept and rufted in ncgleft on the wharfs of Virgi- 
nia. All the pompous difplay of Livy and Cla- 
rendon, were employed to decorate the triumph of 
this favourite General. After this great and dc- 
cifive advantage obtained by Lord Dunmore (as 
far as we could difcover from the Gazette) we had 
nothing to do, but to take poffeflion of a difarmed 
Province. The gratitude of the nation was equal 
to the fcrvices of the General. His Lordfliip was 
imqjortalized in the Gazette, tfc was adopted 
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into the facred fixteen, levees, affemblies, cofFee^ 
hoafes, all agreed (and they were certainly right) 
that if every Governor had adted with the fpirit of 
Lord Dunmore, we muft have eftablifhecj our do- 
minion in all the other Provinces, as perfedlly as 
we had done in Virginia *. 

In the midft of all the joy that arofe from fuch 
important victories as Lord Dunmore's, fo amply 
difplayed, an odd fort of an account arrived. 
A very brave officer, as brave and as intelli- 
gent an officer as any in the King's fervice. Major 
p'ordyce, with a detachment of our beft grena- 
diers, was fent by this heroic Commander Lord 
Dunmore, upon a well-planned expedition, to 
which there were but two fmall objeftions. One, 
that it was perfeftly imprafticable •, the other, 
that if it did fucceed^ it could be of no kind of 
ufe. Accordingly Major Fordyce was killed. 
The party was defeated ; all the grenadiers flaia 
or made prifoners — What faid the lately congmuni- 
"cative Gazette ? Not a fyllable. The Seeretary 
of State had wafted his ftock of eloquence in his 
P^aep:yric on Lord Dunmore. He had nothing 
' J' . . left 

. * BJis Lordftiip had the honour of being the firft Governor 
who thought it neceflary to quit his government, and take re- 
fugcon board hi? Majefty's fleet. Jlis Lordfhip at length aban- 
doned to the mercy of their mafters the wretched 6z negroes, 
thaj remained. aliye gut pf. the 1500, whom his promifes and 
proipjamations had engaged to join the miniilerial part, ani 
witlf a few peopk in a^ liar vcd condition, fled his province. 



left for the funeral oration of Fordyce. . He was 
as filent as the grave in which that gallant officer 
and his brave foldiers were laid. And where was 
the neceflity for much difcourfe ? The man was 
dead •, and what did it fignify to. put ourfelves 
into an ill humour about what we could not pof- 
/ibly help. 

This Virginian hiftory is an inftance of the dif- 
fufed ftile of the Gazette, contrafted with the op- 
pofite extreme of excellence, — the expreffive and 
eloquent filence. The inftances of a lefs violent, 
but equally judicious contraft, are frequent, and 
happily mixed in. I will endeavour to recall 
them to the reader's memory. Without fuch a 
retrofpeft it will not be eafy to enter into the true 
fpirit of this exquifite politico-literary performance, 
which is now the fole fource of. authentic intelli* 
gencc, and the only vehicle of our fummer's de- 
light and information. 

* When the forts of St. John and Chamble 
were taken by the Provincials, and upwards of 
500 regular troops made prifoners, there was a 
demand for the compaft, clofe, laconic, ftylc. 
The Gazette did not altogether omit thefe events ; 
but with a wonderful energy and brevity, related 
them in much fewer lines than the fhorteft article of 
the capitulation, by which thofe unhappy troops 

R 2 had 

• Vide Gazette, December 2$. 
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liad furrendered prifoners of war. Of cannon 
and llores, not one word. Thefe were left to the 
imagination of the reader. All accounts of the 
taking of cannon^ in the explicit ftile, belonged, 
exclufively, to Lord Dunmore. 

We may remember too, that when Arnold 
made the aftonilhing march, which will for ever 
immortalize his name, the Gazette was not ab- 
folutely filent. It gave 'to merit one honeji line '^, 
and in the laconic brevity of Lord George Ger-» 
ihain,. " one Arnold Appeared at Point Levi *.^' 

Of the taking of. Montreal, which place with 
the whole ftrength of England and America con- 
joined, had formerly given glory and Peerage to 
Lord Amherft — on the part' of the Gazette 
'silence ;— Col. Prefcot, his fhips, his foldiers, 
liis (lores taken afterwards— SILENCE. 

This uniformity of filenee, however prudent, 
aii'd even chaftly eloquent, might feem father 
dull, and at length begirt to difguft. People 
might learn an ugly habit of looking elfewhere 
ibr intelligence. In this diftrefs an event hap- 
pened, which juftified the drawing up the flood- 
gate, and letting out all that flow of eloquence 
which had been fo long dammed in. Montgomery ^ 
an obfcure man, of whom we had heard nothing 
hCrfort from authority^ was killed at Quebec, and 

his 

• Vide Gazette, December zu 
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Ills troops repulfed. But unfortunately, even on 
this faireft of all occafions, we were again fadly 
at a lofs. This happy opportunity was in danger 
of being wholly thrown away. The queftion 
arofe, where is the authority for this good news ? 
The conquering General was too clofely blocked 
up, to fend a meffenger of the decifive victory 
he had obtained. To take intelligence from the 
Philadelphia news papers, and to put at the foot 
of the account, " Charles ^bompfon^^ (not our 
5/r Charles) and " hy order of the Congrefs^^ was 
too much. In efFeft, it was to regifter a rebellious 
libel among the confecrated records of office. 
This was hard undoubtedly. 

The difficulty daggered the American Secretary 
of State. In an hurry a council is called. The 
Attorney General, in his firm, fturdy, direct 
way, objefted to the meafure. He relied on it, 
that fach a ftep might teach people to put fome 
truft in rebellious publications ; and would, be- 
fides, totally take away the beft, and fometimes 
only excufe we had for our prudent referve on 
moft of our defeats, viz. that we had them only 
from the narrative of the rebels. This had fome 
weight. But Mr. Weddurburne, whofe/d?r/^ is 
dexterity and refinement, obferved, that the 
Congrefs, as they are a raw, new government, 
and to that time unacquainted with difgraces, had 

not 




C 126 J 

not learned the art of glofling a misfortune, but' 
had delivered " a plain round, unvarnifhed 
tale" of their defeat. This advantage is not to be 
miffed. Here (faidMr. Wedderburne) we may di- 
late at the expence of an enemy. The narrative, 
as far as it goes, is their own ; and our imagi- 
nation is at liberty to add full enough on this foun- 
dation* We cloath ourfelves with the fpoils of 
the enemy. We may drefs ourfelves " a la Con- 



Danaumq -, injignia nobis 



Aptemus^ dolus an virtus qiiis in hofte requirit ? 

Lord George carried it for his friend the Solici- 
tor's opinion. The Philadelphia Congrefs Ga- 
zette fupplied the materials for our's ; and here, 
(but at their expence) we expatiated again. The 
ftunted Gazette once more fliot out into a full 
luxuriance of narraive. 

This mode, however, of borrowing an enemy's 
account is too ticklifh to be adopted as a regu- 
lar practice. Then came in the great delicate 
point in all human affairs, " to know when to 
leave off." For, unluckily thofe exotic Congrefs 
News-papers began to fhoot out fome things that 
would not bear tranfplanting, and were not at all 
adapted to flourifli in the foil of the London Ga- 
zette. 
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feettc. The taking, for inftance, of Brigadier 
General Macdonald in North Carolina — the kil- 
ling Colonel Macleod — the defeat of 1500 of 
our Highland troops, and the difarming of the 

whole party -, although all undeniably true — 

•was not proper fluff for a London Gazette. — The 
expedition of General Schuyler into the Indian 
country, although equally certain — the capitula- 
tion of Sir John Johnfon — the making him a prifo- 
ner on parole — the fubmifTion and laying down 
their arms by 600 of our loyal fubjefts (Scots and 
Tories) and the compelling fome of our natural 
allies, the humane Savages of the Five Nations, to 
lay down the hatchet — thefe accounts, one fees at 
lirft fight, could by no art be made fitting for the 
Gazette. Of thefe, therefore, nothing was faid. 

The end of writing is et prodejfe et deleSlare. 
In a paper where the profit of Miniflcrs, and the 
delight of the people, were to be the great objedis, 
it would be a piece of downright abfiirdity to men- 
tion fuch things as cannot poffibly tell to the ad- 
vantage of the one of the parties, or afford any 
fort of fatisfaftionto either of them. 

Mr. Miller, I find it impoffible to do juflice to 
the merits of Miniflers, as Hiftorians of their 
own exploits, in a fingle paper. The fiabjedt 
grows upon me, as the matter rifes in dignity, 
and importance. Referving therefore the inimi- 
table 
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table beauties of the Bofton narrative to another 
time, I fliall for the prefent fatisfy myfelf with re- 
marking, that the naval part of the war, though 
probably it comes from another quarter, is related 
on the fame principle, and with no lefs perfeftion 
than that, which is carried on upon the Terra firma. 
One of our men of war returns home rather in 
a Ihabby condition. But what does fhe come 
Jhome for ? In reality to bring the news of her 
own efcape from the Americans. Since our af- 
fairs are in that pleafant fituation, that retreats 
ZTQ happy Jhif tings of pofition^ and, that efcapes are 
to take rank as viftories, it becomes neceflary to 
idifplay this eminent advantage at full length; 
and it is accordingly related at large in the true 
technical ftyle, and with all the elegant perfpi- 
cuity of the nautical dialeft. The Gazette, fo 
lately on the referve, here becomes prodigal of 
information. We have, on the efcape of the GlaC- 
•gow (for the firft time) an account of Com- 
modore Hopkins*s fquadron ; the number of vef- 
fels ; the number of guns ; the number of men ; 
an account as exaft as if we were furniflied with it 
from the Navy OfEce of Philadelphia. The ftate 
of the Britilh Navy was refufed on the motion of a 
Marine officer in Parliament, laft feflion. Amends 
are now made by ^ precife detail (given gratis) of 
one of the American Fleets. We have the fatis- 

fadion 
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fadion ta fine! that this navy is in flioal water, (but 
fafe enough) in New England. In the late war, 
the efcape of one of our ftout frigates, built and 
furniflied for war, from a little fquadron, con- 
fiftingofa decayed merchantman, with afloopand 
fchooner or two, haftily and ill fitted into privateers, 
wouy fcarce have deferved along laboured account 
in the Gazette. But things are altered •, Mr. Pitt 
waSy Lord George Germaine />, Secretary of State; 
In this laft piece we are furniflied at one and th@ 
fame time with a curious example of the various 
excellencies of the full difplay, and of the judi- 
cious referve. The Gazette, which knows fo 
minutely every gun in Hopkins's fleet, and its 
weight of metal, lays nothing at all of this fellow's 
carrying his convoy, and the military ftores with 
which he was heavily lad^n, fafely to the place of 
their deftination : Nor does it know, that he had 
taken ft tranfport and tender in his Majefty's fervice. 
It even omits a piece, of good fortune of the Glaf- 
gow, whofe fhot in the very firfl.broadfide damag* 
ed Hopkins's rudder in fuch a manner, that his 
ftiip lay for two hours incapable of purfuit or 
fight- 
To compleat this account of the American Re- 
gatta, made for our fpecial amufement -, by the 
fame ufe of light and ftiade in the narrative, we 
arc informed that a great number of fhips and 
S vejfelf. 
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veffils have been taken. By this judicious choleo 
of terms, the number is as effedually fwelkc) 
by the feizure of a cock boat, as by the takingof 
the largeft ihip that eyer failed in the Vii^inia 
trade. 

As to captures made on the part of the Ameri^ 
cans, we might conclude from the prudent fijence 
of the Gazette, that there were abfblutely none. 
If it were not for an impertinent tell-tale in the 
city, called Lloyd's Jl»ift, (who, in all good policy 
ought to be filenced) we fhould never have guefled 
that above FIFTY tranfport fhips had been takei^ 
by the Americans; ♦ the Ihlps thcmfelves, cx- 
dufive of the cargoes, of as much value at leaft 
as the whole of the prizes taken from the Ameri*- 
cans. 

In a word, whether by land or fea, wc ar^ 
Icarcely intitled from authority to believe, that 
one misfortune has happened in the whole war« 
All is Glory, Succcfs, and Vi6tory. Yet Thirteen 
Provinces are loft^ 

V A L E N S. 



* The number has fince been very much kicre^d, the 
Portugal trade has fuffered not a little, and the Newfound- 
land trade has not efcaped ; thefe rebellious privateers t^« 
our fhips upon pur own coaft« 
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SHIFTING OF POSITION. 



tburJUay^ July ii, 17764 
Mr« Miller, 

THE emiffion of autlidfifed fiews-papers \i 
an homage paid by the moft defpodc 
jpowefs to public opinion^ By the fending abroad 
Gazettes^ they tacitly^ but fully admit two very 
material points, Firfti the right of the people to 
be informed of the ftate of national affairs. St^ 
tondly, the influence of popular judgement oa 
their own fortune. They know it would be ail 
enterprife too defperate, to think of keeping the 
people Wholly in the dark. 

We are apt to entertain rather too mean an opi- 
nion of the fpirit and underftanding of our neigh« 
bours. There is not a nation in Europe fo fer- 
vilely paffive, as to abandon all coftccrh about its 
own welfare i and to give a credit abfolutely un- 
S 2 limited 
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limited to its adminiftration. It is true, that the 
people under defpotic governments, have it not 
in their power to take a legal vengeance on thofe 
who ^bqfe their truft, or to remove thofe who 
ihew themfelves unequal to it. This is the grand 
defeft of their fcheme of government. But na- 
ture fometimes fupplies the place, of law, and- 
their illegal fenfibility frequently takds a f^verc 
vengeance on thofe, who confiding in the weak- 
nefs and imperfeftion of the conftitution of their 
country,- prefume to aft in violation of the fpirlt 
of all laws. Even when fuch a people are not 
able to punifh an unflcilful ftate aftor, their voice 
.is generally fufficient to jexplode, and hifs him 
from the public ftage. 

We have feen not long ago, that the fame King 
of Spain, who with an high hand protefted, pro- 
, moted, honoured, and rewarded Don x^rancifco 
Bucarcili, although he was impeached of high 
.crimes and mifdemeanors, even from the throne 
of Great Britain itfelf, was obliged to difmifs and 
ianifh the Marquis of Squillace, his Favourite 
and Prime Minifter, to appeafe. the difcontents of 
the people of Madrid, The iame King was but 
die other day obliged, on account of the difplea- 
fure of his fubjefts, to difmifs and remove from 
Court the Gonde O'Reilly, a Minifter and a 
.... General 



General high in his favour, upon his failure in an 
enterprize againft Algiers. 

The King of France, on the difcontent of a 
part of his people, and the ill fuccefs of fomc 
financial projcdts, difmiffed, Monfieur Turgot, as 
he had raifed t;hat Minifter, to gratify the opinion of 
his fubjefts, 

Minifters in other countries finding themfelvcs 
obliged to humble their pride before their necef- 
fities, do not venture to keep all information from 
the people. On the contrary, they afFeft to fup- 
ply them with it very liberally, and very honeftly. 
PoflTefled of the only fource of authentic intelli- 
gence, they indeed glofs and varnifh, but never 
attempt groQy to mifreprefent, much lefs wholly 
to conceal. Even at Conftantinople, the Minifter 
^ands in awe of public opinion. Not having a 
prefs there, the government keeps in its pay a fet 
of walking Gazettes (fomewhat like our Court 
runners) who mount on a ftool in Coffee-houfes, 
and entertain their grave turban'd hearers with an 
account of the defigns of the Court of Peterfburgh, 
or the progrefs of the rebellion in Egypt, 

A5 a nation declining from greatnefs is the moft 
mean, and a people finking from freedom are the 
moft eminently fervile, our Minifters think 
this is a fit feafon for an experiment, to find out 
the maximum of human patience, fubmiffion, and 

paffive- 
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pafliyc-obcdiencc. Their proceedings m the Ga« 
zette, with regard to the iate war in New-Eng* 
land, fhew what progrefs they have made in that 
experiment. 

From the begining of our prefent troubles, our 
hopes and fears were all engaged at Bofton. Thii^ 
was the heart and vital fpring of all diforden 
it was not fo much the metropolis of Americav 
as the head-quarters of rebellion. Boilon accord- 
ingly became the objed: of all our civil regula- 
tions for feveral fefiions, and of all our mili- 
tary operations for twb years together. Our eyejl 
were never a moment turned from it. Expe&a- 
t'lon panted on every Weftem breeze— when th^ 
Gazette fuddenly announced- to a longing and 
anxious people, that General Howe had taken a 
refolutiou to evacuate Bofton, and was a&ually on 
his way to Halifax. Habituated as we are to 
every thing extraordinary, the eafy brevity of this 
account did excite feme degree of furprife. There 
was nothing in it which could give you the leaft 
ide^ of war, or warlike operations^ It was deli* 
vered with a$ eafy and carclefs an air, as if the 
ftory was nothing more than that a corps had 
changed their country quarters; juft as if General 
Howe's regiment had fhifted their quarters from 
Bofton in Lincolnihire, to Halifax in Yorkfhire^ 
And this is all the fMb£i&ion that thenation haiever 
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fet received for fix irollions expended, and iA\b 
}aft towa in thirteen Provinces loft. 

Lord George Germain^s experiment on th^ 
temper of the people of England was made, and 
k anfweied. This proud and jealous nadoti^ boro 
that treatment with a patience, that would havtf 
fiiamcd the hired credulitf of contented cuck-» 
fAdoBAf Thofe who would have impofed Ovid*< 
Metamorphofes for articles of faith, never pre« 
filmed fo much upon the weaknefs of the human 
Hnderftanding. A more perfe^ paflive-obedience 
was never preached by interefted priefts, for the 
praftice of the credulous laity, A Turk, blinded 
with the finoke of tobacco, and dozed with opium^ 
fPMld have puflied his hVe Gazette from his ftool^ 
;UHi kicked him out of the Coffee-houfe, if he had 
da^ to give this account of the evacuation of 
Ockzakow or Bender. Even the foreign Ga- 
pettes^ fidlied and prafbifed as they are in the 
prade and myft<^ry of intelligence, ftood in afto« 
fflQiinent at the bold pufh of their dear brother of 
Vrhitehall; and publicly avowed their amasot 
inent at this new political phsenomenon. ^ 

That noble and venerable body, in which % 
Minifter of State f lately boafted that he had conr 
ceded from them^ and fix>m his own colleagues^ 

th« 

• Vide Hague Gazette, 
t Tftc Barl of Sj^ndwich, the Firil Lord of the A4«ur.alQ** 

2 



the true ftatc of their affairs, left they ftiould be 
flow in entering into a civil war, they of courfe 
defired to know nothing. They looked on the 
proceedings of their Minifter, as on the feats of 
Mr. Breflaw, in which a knowledge of the flight 
would only fpoil their pleafure in the deception. 
Both Houfes are coolly and deliberately afting 
their part in this great work. Declaring. them- 
felves totally indifferent about every part of pub- 
lic duty, and even deftitute of common human 
feelings, they are preparing to . make their coun-^ 
try as indifferent about thecxiftence of Parliament 
itfelf. Several worthy and diligent Members al- 
ready fliew themfdves heartily tired of parliament 
tary attendance. They imagine, that with their 
talents they might get as much under any other 
form of government as under . this,* with an at-r 
tendance lefs fatiguing, and a far lighter cxpencei 
They think eMinifter's levee room, has as wholes 
fome an air as St. Stephen's chapel ; and that the 
Viomeftic« of a Court Favourite, are ^ cheaper ob- 
je£t of bribery, and full as worthy a^ objedt of 
adulation, as the fcot and lot of a venal borough,- 
Perhaps they ibay be in the right. . 

On occafion of this real Gazette Extraordinary'^ 
the Earl of Suffolk, one of his/Majefly's princi-* 
pal Secretaries of State, difcovered fome marks of 
good breeding, though he does not come quite 
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up to all the graces which Lord Chefterfield re- 
quires as qualifications ro office* He has, I fup- 
pofe, fome remains of complaifance to that mino- 
rity, in which he made fo flaming a proteft againft 
his prefent aflbciates. In condefcenfion to the 
weaknefs of the Lords in oppofition, he fubmitted 
to tell them the reafon why he told them -nothing. 
^ He lamented in the moft pathetic ftrains to his 
noble audience, the neceffity he was under of not 
producing any part of General Howe's letter ; fof 
(he faid) " the account of the retreat was fo mixed 
with matters that went before, and operations 
which were to follow after (very improper to be 
publicly known^ that he could not pofTibly difen- 
tangle them; and that thus he was difabled from 
doing juftice to the incomparable merits of the 
General, who had made fo happy " ajhifting ofpo^ 
fitionr 

Every thing has its place, and in the Houfe of 
Lords this gave fatisfaftion. We the rabble be- 
low the bar, however, thought it odd, that what 
had pafTed before General Howe's retreat fhould 
be concealed from us, fince it could never have 
been concealed from the enemy. Perhaps what 
went before^ might be the caufe of the retreat that 
followed after. If indeed this preceding caufe 
fliould confift in fome batteries too fierce to be 
borne, and too ftrong to be forced, this I admit 

T was 
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\tas a good rcafon for concealment. We ought 
not to know that the rebels have any cannon fince 
Lord Dunmore feized M their artillery •, or that 
tl'icy know how to eredt batteries, or that they 
have courage to defend them* 

The other part of the reafon for concealing the 
account of General Howe's retreat, I muft beg 
leave to obferve, is not quite fo honourable to 
the clearnefs of head of that General, or dcmon- 
ftrates fo fully as one could wilh, the calm fitua- 
tion of one who makes an undifturbed retreat* 
So perplexed and involved (if we believe Lord 
Suffolk) was General Howe's account, that the 
Secretary of State's office^ in full praftice of gar- 
bling papers for the diverfion of Parliament, was 
not able to unravel the complicated texture of the 
commentaries of our American Caefar, or to give 
one particular of his proceedings for feveral months 
to the hour of his departure, without difclofing 
all the fecrets of the coming campaign. 

With all due deference to my Lord Suffolk, t 
do not believe fo iU of the abilities either of Ge- 
neral Howe, or of his Lordfhip. lean never be- 
lieve the alledged eonfufion of General Howe's 
ideas, to be the real reafon for concealing from , 
us every fmgle circumftance of his precipitate de- 
reliftioh of the precious purchafe of millions. His 
Lordftiip told the Peers, that this confufion dif- 

abled 
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abkd him from doing juftice to General Hewer's 
merits. Under favour there was no queftion of 
that GeneraPs merits. We are very fure that He 
did his duty, and that He gave an account of it 
naturally and clearly. This concealment was ne- 
ver for his fake, or the fake of his operations. 
But for whatever purpofe this account of Lord 
SufFoik^s was given, it could anfwer no rational 
end. If we could believe this account, the friends 
of the war would be obliged to entertain but 
gloomy hopes of its future fuccefs. Partial as 
they are to the authors of civil contention, they 
muft condemn the Minifter for committing the 
fortune of their pious quarrel into fuch hands. 
To admit their plea in the juftification of their 
Gazette, is to find a verdidl againft the wifdom of 
their Cabinet, 

No fooncr had that Gazette notified to us that 
General Howe had taken this refoiution^ than we 
were entertained with verbal comments upon it, 
more curious than the original text. The Mini- 
ftry aflumed a face of joy equal to that which 
would have attended tlie moft decifive viftory. 
As foon as Bofton was evacuated, Bofton at once 
changed its nature. It no longer flood under the 
fame parallel of latitude. It then became the 
worft chofen fpot on the whole continent for the 
operations of war. We were too happy in getting 
T' 2 ^ rid 
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rid of it. The Americans were anew charged 
with cowardice for letting us efcape. The Lords 
publicly congratulated each other on having 
fhaken off fo intolerable a yoke. 

In this exultation they forgot one trifling cir- 
cumftance, which fomewhat regards their credit 
for the prefent -, and may perhaps a little afFeft 
their fafety on fome future day of account. Sup- 
pofe a fpirit of enquiry fliould arife, and it fhould 
be alked, who were they who brought his Ma- 
jeAy's army into a place from whence it was a tri- 
umph to efcape ? If Bofton was not a fpot worth 
holding for its own fake, or for its convenience 
for other operations, why did the troops continue 
there for near two years ? Why were they rein- 
forced day after day, and regiment after regiment, 
for the defence of that place, until they amount- 
ed to upwards of 12,000 men? Why were four 
Generals fent to command them? Why was the 
Ordnance OfEce emptied to defend Bofton ? Why 
was the ftnkipg fund fwallowed up, only by its 
military extr agr dinar ies^ which amounted to up- 
wards of 850,0001. ? Why were 60,000 ton of 
tranfports employed in that fervice? Why was 
this nation almoft ftarved to feed that town ? Why 
was a fleet commanded by a fucceflfion of Britifh 
Admirals, and at an incredible expence ftationed 
in its harbour ? Why was fo much braye blood lhe(i 

^t 
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at Bunker's-Hill to prevent its being infulted? 
Every Ihilling fpent at Bofton is a peculation of 
public money ; every life loft there is a cruel 
murder, if Bofton was not a place worth preferv- 
ing. To exhauft yourfelf in defence of an objedt 
that is not worth having, or not to take fufEcient 
means of defending an objedt of real value, are 
both of them crimes. If there be any difference, 
the firft crime is the worft; as it is worfe wholly, 
to uiiftake the end, than to mifcalculate the 
means. • It is, however, for this capital blunder, 
that the Minifters claim the applaufes of their 
country. According to this rule, the merit of 
our Generals is to efcape from the place where the 
providence of our Minifters had ftationed them ; 
no hopes are entertained by themfelves of the war^ 
if all its plans are not wholly reverfed in the cxcn 
cution. 

Such is the cafe on their own, reprefentation," 
which is worfe than the moft malignant adverfary 
could have ftated it. But as they are poor in 
counfel, the Court muft not record the plea. 
General Howe did not abandon Bofton, becaufe 
it was a place ill fitted, and never went to Hali- 
fax, becaufe it was a place well fitted for a center 
of military operations. The Minifters of the Ga- 
zette fuppofe we know nothing of American geo- 
graphy, when we are told that in order to diredt 

his 
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his operations on the middle colonics. General 
Howe fled to the very extremity of the nerlbem. It 
is neither more nor lefs than to tell us, that a 
General in London, who intended to attack Do- 
ver Caftle, would find it hb bcft way thither to 
march his troops from hence to Edinburgh. 

I was at firft at a lofs to know how the Miniftry 
could give into this apparently infolent iand un- 
feeling difcourfe. How they could think to glory 
in their ihame, and to defend themfelves by the 
very circumftances which aggravate their offence. 
But on putting things together, it may be ac- 
counted for. It was to prepare the minds of the 
people for the events which in fpite of any favour 
of fortune, muft inevitably follow from the courfe 
they have purfued. They have told the public 
that Bofton was worth nothing, becaufe they were 
not able to keep it, and had no hopes of recover- 
ing it. If they find that the nation can be per- 
fuaded to make violent efforts, on a fuppofition 
of the value of the obje<^ and then to take eom- 
fort on their failure, from a confideration of its 
infignincance, all they wilh is effefted. They have 
already, by many fpeeches and publications con* 
cerniAg the Colonies, been preparing the public for 
the lofs of the whole. They are already fpreading 
with infinite diligence, an opinion that extenfive 
empire is mifchievous, and that the vaft acquifi- 
2 tiona 
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tions in the eaft and weft corrupt our minds, and 
weaken our induftry. 

This is the confolation they hoard up for us 
againft the day of our bitter diftrefs, when we 
ihall have undone ourfelves in an attempt to ruin 
our countrymen. Stripped of her dependencies, 
the nakednefs of England is to be covered with the 
tattered cloak of a compelled, beggarly. Cynic 
philofophy. The lofs of glory and dominbn are 
to be compenfated by dull, common-phce obfer- 
vations on the inftability of empire, and the emp- 
tinefs of all human honours. Our Minifters. of 
State are preparing themfelves to become miniftrrs 
of the church, and to preach patience and refigha- 
tion to a tradable auditory, reduced at length 
to a real Chriftian humility, and to a true po- 
verty of purfe and of fpirit, by the falutary c^r- 
ation of their councils. 

Hitherto they have done every thing to bring us 
to the ftate for which they are preparing us. But 
if the events of war fliould belye their plans ; and 
if the bravery of General Heifter and his Heflian 
troops, ftiould recover what Britilh valour (under 
the direftion of our Minifters) could not keep, it 
is then that in their fuccefs the mifchief and weak- 
nefs of their plans will appear in full luftre. The 
funfhine of fortune will only difplay, in a glare 
of light, the inanity of the objeft for which the 
Miniftry and their German troops are contending. 

The 
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The Colonies, in all the fubmiflion of difafter and 
defeat, will prove full as unfruitful of the revenue 
for which we are at war, and which alone can pay 
for that war, as the fame colonies in all the heighth 
and infolence of fuccefsful refiftance. Then it will 
appear that the Miniftry and their runners were 
not idly employed when they told us the Colonies 
are of no advantage to this country. This will be 
the event when Lord George Sackville's Gazette 
ihall have fatiated us with the pompous narrative 
of the viftories obtained by the troops of the 
Duke of Brunfwick (difciplined by Prince Ferdi- 
nand) over the miferable Englifh on the other fide 
of the water. 

Until that glorious day, announced with fuch 
fingular propriety, arrives, when the Gazette 
fliall flow in as copious llreams as the Wefer or the 
Elbe, its fcanty current continues to be diredted 
fo as to frudtify the proper plants, and to ftarve, 
the reft. In my laft paper I remarked on the man- 
ner in which the Secretary's Office communicates 
and witholds intelligence. They profit of my 
praifes •, and fo encouraged, they perfevere reli- 
gioufly in the plan, for which I had commended 
them. 

. In the Gazette of the 29th of lafl: month. 
Lord George copies the beft of examples, him- 
felf. In the laft war the captures of merchant 

Ihips 
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fhips was nfever the food of the Gazette. But now 
a Secretary of State ferves up an account of the 
taking of 26 Ihips and vejfels of the rel?els, ex- 
aftly on the principles I ftated in my laft. letter; 
but not a word of the tranfport loaded with arm% 
and ammunition that thefe rebels have taken. 

His Lordfhip has, on the fame principles, 
catefuUy avoided all mention of the arrival of Sir 
Peter Parker and Lord Cornwallis at Cape Fear ; 
although he has certainly received an account of 
that event ; and although it might be thought 
that the public would feel fome degree of anxiety 
concerning the fate of fo great a fleet and army, 
which had been confidered as loft.. The produc- 
tion of the credit fide of the account of captures^ 
with the total filence on the important expedition 
of Sir Peter Parker and Lord Cornwallis, fhews, 
that the Minifter confiders the whole people of 
this once great country as the mercenary inhabi- 
tants of fome little fea port, fome neft of fifher- 
men, fmugglers, and pirates, fuch as Dunkirk, 
St. Sebaftian, the Ifle of Providence, or any other 
dirty hole at home or abroad, where they are in 
high fpirits on hearing of the arrival of fome mi- 
ferable plunder, but are totally indifferent to all 
the great and important operations of war. It 
muft give the Minifter heart-felt pleafure if they 
Ihould find that the fpirit of the late a6l for ani- 

U mating 
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mating the exertions of the nary by the holding 
put the plunder of their fellow citizens, is grown 
as diffufive as they could wiih, that the whole na- 
tion feel in the fame way. If this Ibould be the 
cafe, one a£t of theirs has not been made inyain. 
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PROSPECT from SUCCESS* 



Tuefdayy Not). 5, 1 776* 
Mr. MiLler^ 

IT is now the third winter fince the eommence- 
ment of the prefeht natural and aufpicious 
war againft our Coloniesi It isj I think, fo long 
fince General Gage was fent to Bofton with a fleet 
and army, together with a heavy train of artillery^ 
formed of the well-tempered metal of thofe 
found Afts of Parliament, which were to bat- 
ter down all refiftance to the authority of 
Britifla Government. For the greateft part of 
that period our expenccs were continually on 
the increafe, and our hopes continually on the 
wane. At length news arrives, as uncxpefted as 
it is j^tisfadory v-— that 25,000 Heflian and Britifli 
troops^ with the aid of a fquadron of mf n of war^ 

U a had 
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^ofition. This rural fcience even Kings do not 
/difdain to cultivate. One of the leading prin- 
i:iples in this modilh gardening, is, as Pope ex- 
preffes it, " Decently to hide." All muft 
not come upon us at once. We are to be 
on the very edge of the Ikulking haha^ and 
ready to tumble into it, before we are to be put 
on our guard. This the rules of the art require ; 
and the principle is tranfplanted into the fpeech. 
Had that fpeech bluntly and plainly told us, that 
the adion was decifive, the terms would be well 
enough underftood ; that is, decifive of the for- 
tune of war J but then (obferve the judgment) 
the main point would be loft. For we fhould im- 
mediately begin to think of enjoying the revenue 
of the conquered country, and erf" fome fort of 
ceconomy in regard to our own. On the other 
hand, had the Miniftry, who are equally com- 
munioative through their goodnefs, and refervcd 
through their wifdom, held out no hopes at all of 
an end to that bufinefs, this nation wouM hardly 
he perfuaded to go on this journey with her ufual 
alacrity. But here we have a new phrafe to ex- 
prefs a new fituation. — ^What *• an hope of deci- 
*' Jive good confequences^^ means^ I do not per- 
feftly underftand •, though the words are brave 
words, q^d certainly* very pleafing^ bceaufe hope, 

.docifion. 
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decifion, and good confequences, afe always 
agreeable fotmds ta well-timed cars, let them be 
jdaccd or connected in what manner they niay. 
What the good confequences are — when they will 
probably happen — 'from whence they are to afife 
—or how far they are to extend^ we know HOt. 
AU this Hes wrapt in clouds and darknefs. 

But for this ohfcurity we are ibon rtiade ample 
amends, and the whole is dleared ^ in the next 
fentence. We loft fight of the building in th«. 
mazes of the ferpentine walk ^ but we catch it 
again in a very agreeable nmnncr ; it breaks m 
upon us with double effe6fe. " But notwithftand- 
*' ing tins fair projpeilj (fays the fpcech) we muft 
^* at all events prepare for another campaign." 

Thus the riddle oS the " decifive good confe-: 
quences"' is folved. It fignifies neither more nor 
lels than this ; that we are in an happy train of 
^nding twenty millions this year in addi-. 
tion to the fifteen millions which we fpent in the 
laft. I heartily congratulate the Miniftry and 
my country on thofe Jirong bopesj and thofe 4^ci^ 
Jive good confequenceSn If defeat entitled us tOP 
fpend fifteen millions, it is certainly reafbnabl* 
that vidory, as it is more worth, fliould be liiore 
expenfive. This is indeed at length diftinftly 
ppomifed, though in terms rather unufual; 
\[ This important eonftderation will neceffarily be 
2 ^ followe4 



/ 



'* followed with great ^a^^^^^/*— With fabiriif- 
fion, I fear, that all the great expence incurred, 
and likely to be incurred, has arifcn from '^ant of 
confideration. " -^ 

The next paragraph of the fpeech is full of 
hopes too. It has likewife its windings and mazes. 
*' The affurances of amity from the feveral 
" Courts of Europe" are not (it feems) now for 
the firft time given,— but his Majefty " continues 
** to receive them." You w6uld naturally ex- 
peft, in confequence of this uniformity of faith- 
ful affurances, that his Majefty*s 'mind ftill relied 
in the fame perfeft repofe it has hitherto enjoyed 
on that? foft cufhion of ftate from the beginning 
of thefe troubles. From thefe affurances, nobody 
living, I am perfuaded, could expeft the conclu- 
fion, which comes on you like a ftroke of thun- 
der, ^' that it is expedie)it in the prefeht fituation of 
" affairs, that wejhould 'be in a refpeBahle ftate of 
^' defence at home." 

It ftems then, that the effeft of royal affur- 
ances (I mean from abroad) is to leffen confidence 
ih the direft ratio of their continuance. When 
I read this, I was immediately put in mind of the 
gobd old adage - 

'* Multa levant promijfa fidem^^ 

Which I never faw fa thoroughly exemplified be- 
fore. . \. 

In 
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In this part of the fpeech we difcpver a fecon^ 
point, perfeftly worthy the congratulations which 
cur gracious Sovereign has condefcended to make 
to his obedient people; namely, — that we are 
likely to have a Spanilh and French war to en- 
liven the dull uniformity of our civil diflentions." 

Such an event wc were told laft year was abfo- 
lutely impoffible •, and what is very remarkable, 
it was exprefsly faid to be impoffible, tben^ for 
the very reafons given for apprehending it in the 
fpeech of this year •, that is, from the tendency 
of the fuccefs of America to unfettle xhtfyjiem of 
Europe. If I perfedlly underftand the expreflion 
in the fpeech, it means, that the fuccefs of the 
Americans would encourage the colonies of other 
nations, to rebel. Our rulers therefore (laft year) 
concluded it impoffible that thofe nations fhould 
give them encouragement. Be this as it may, we 
know that the impofTibility of laft year on the 
principles affigned in the fpeech of this year, has 
already coft to our conftitution two illegal embar- 
goes ; to our credit an heavy fall of ftock ; and 
to our finances it will be immediately followed by 
an augmentation of * 20,000 feamen ; a call of the 
militia •, an increafe of the ftanding army. Thefe 
are fome of the decijive good confequences of " con- 
tinuing to receive ajfurances of amity from the 
Several foreign Courts; and of a favourite and po- 

X ' pular 
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pular civil war ; in which poflibility ^nd impofli- 
bility, hope and fear, lofs or gain, viftory and 
defeat, all alike, as rays from every part of 
a vaft circumference, tend to a common centre, 
'meeting in this one pohit « — ^Public Bank- 
ruptcy. 

I believe that thofe who have addrefled fo duti- 
fully, and prayed fo charitably for the bleffing of 
an American war, hardly inflfted on this Euro- 
pean war into the bargain ; even with all its de- 
cifive ^ood confequences. But a gracious and 
bountiful Miniftry always gives heaped meaflire. 
Perhaps the addreflers, though they fo chearfuUy 
voted lives and fortunes, did not abfolutely infift 
upon giving near a million fterling of their trad- 
ing property, in order to nprfe to maturity the 
infant naval power of the Colonies ; though after 
the lofs, the captures have, I admits given the 
Admiralty an opportunity of difplaying its vigi- 
lance and forefigbt in providing convoys. An-* 
other advantage, not within the ftipulation, and 
which is given to the addreflers of free grace and 
bounty, is the rife of infurance on the trade! 
which amounts to a prodigious funi •, and is there- 
fore, to all intents and purpofes, z, tax to that 
amount on the commercial property of England, 
I do not know wnether the Daughters that have 
been made and fuftered in many parts of Ame- 
rica j and the burthc^is whjch have been impofed, 

or 
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0^ are in a courfe of being impofed at home, ai'C 
fufficient to fatisfy us. I remember it was the 
language of laft year, in excufe for not offering 
terms to North America, that we could not make 
peace with dignity until we had given our colo- 
nies fome heavy blow. Is not this blow of New- 
York heavy eilough for our dignity ? We have al- 
ready facrificed many millions of our own trea- 
fure, a good many lives of the infular EngliJJo^ 
and at one ftroke about 3000 of the Continental 
Englifh to that fierce Court-God, Dignity. Is 
the feafon not yet arrived when we are to give 
fome attention to that humble, hoiilhold God, 
Self'IntereJi ? ' 

But we are, " at all events, to prepare for 
another campaign." We do not quite forget, 
that when 50,000 regular troops, and an hundred 
Ihips of force, and fuch an artillery as never was 
-employed in any foreign war, were fent laft year 
tcr America, all this vaft power and expence was 
faid to be employed in order to prevent hoftilities 
from being drawn out into Icngih, and to finifh 
the war in another campaign. But that/^rW ano- 
ther \%^ we fee, to produce a ^ third another \ and 
thus, as our poet fays, 

** To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow . 
Creeps on his petty pace from day to day. 
To the laft fy liable of Recorded, time, 
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" And all our yefterdays have lighted fools 
" The way to dufty death." 

And thus fhall we war on, till after irreparable 
injuries done and received, we fhall, from mere 
wearinefs and fatigue, fall back to the miferable, 
vexatious, and precarious ftate of peace without 
reconciliation. 

I will fuppofe America laid at Lord Norths 
feet^ and reduced to Lord George Germaine's 
" unconditioned fuhmiJlfion^^ yet without the formal 
cftabiifhment of liberty to fatisfy and content, or 
the formal eftablifhment of flavery in its inftru- 
ment a mercenary army, to awe and terrify, do 
you ferioufly, my countrymen, Whigs or Tories, 
as you may be, do you ferioufly expeft a continu- 
ance of obedience ? 

There has been a great viftory at Long Ifland. 
Many Englifti were butchered by the HelTians 
after they had laid down their arms. This, it 
feems, was proper, and was juflified by the law 
of arms, and fliews that a rabble of freemen are 
not to trifle with Heflian fpirit and refentment. 
Col. Balfour has brought an account of the tak- 
ing of the uninhabited walls of New York, which 
were fnatched, half burnt, from the fire, flas he 
brought any account of any thing like a move- 
ment towards a general fubmiflion in all the Co- 
lonics ? or even in any one of them ? Very far 

from 



firom it. The Heffians muft, juftifiably, flaughter 
more men in cold blood ; your people ipuft aban-- 
don, and in defpair burn nrwre of their towns ; 
there muft be more mutual rapine of the pro- 
perty of Englifh on Englifh : Thus we muft go 
on — For what ? To eftablifh a ftanding army in 
America for our ruin, in order to furnifti Com- 
miflions to the younger Adelphi of antient decayed 
Northern Families. It can be for nothing elfc; 
for I do not believe that any one man Jiving has 
the folly to imagine that all the taxes to be drawa 

, from America for a century together, will even 
pay for the repair df New York, fo as to fit it^ 
for its only purpofe, a barrack for General 
Heifter's and General Howe's army. 

The cafe in fhort isthis. Our war for taxa- 
tion, in America, has not yet, and never will 
produce a revenue. America is not taxed — but 
England is. America is impoverifhed, undone 
if you pleafe, but England is not enriched. The 
Colonies have now avowed independence. I hzvt 
ever faid, and I think (hewn in my former let- 

• ters, that it was in no fort their original inten- 
tion in this conteft ; but that they would infallit 
bly be driven to it by the meafures of violence 
hotly and obftinately purfued, and by the rejec- 
tion with the fame intemperate pertinacity, of 
every means of reconciliation. But one phrafe 

fervcs 
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fcrves for all reafons, ** They have avowed in^ 
*' dependency." They have fo; and is it be- 
caufe America has avowpd independency, that 
England muft be ruined ? can we be quite certain 
that the offer of terms of liberty, which will coft 
us nothing, will not draw them from that inde- 
pendency; when we are fure, that offers of fla- 
vcry, which have coft us millions, have driven 
them to it ? 

It would, in my opinion, be wife to feize this 
firft moment of fuccefs to do proudly, what long 
fince we ought to have done wifely — To repeal 
the obnoxious afts — To put things on the foot- 
ing they ftood on in 1763— To unite this coun- 
try, and to give a juftification to your friends in 
America, for adhering to the free and reafonable 
dependence of that country on this — This falu- 
tary and wholefome end, is not to be effefted by 
.cvafion and chicane. ** Means of conciliationy^ * 
one of. the new invented phrafes, that aims to 
convey a fehfe whidh fadts will not fupporr. It 
would convey to the reader^ that terms and con- 
ditions of reconciliation have been rejected by 
the Americans. It is a truth now univerfally no- 
torious, that no terms have been offered to them. 
Lord George Germaine at the end of laft feflion, 
pofitively and juftly declared, that the commiflion 

neither 
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neither had, nor could have powers of giving 
other terms of peace; except thofe of pardon on 
the laying down their arms. It carried limply 
the power of accepting "unconditioned fubmif* 
" fion." In the dialed of minifters, this- is means 
of conciliation •, in the language of common 
fenfe, it is a declaration of an eternal wan But, 
to make peace, terms and conditions muft be 
held out ; and to fatisfy our grand idea of dig- 
nity, they ought to be held now, in this firft mo- 
ment of fuceefs. For can we affirm, that war, 
however fuccefsful, is not liable to reverfes of 
fortune ? No man can fay where a fpark may arife 
from the apparently extinguiftied fire of revolt 
and infurreftion. 

In the beginning of thefe troubles, the majo- 
rity in both Houfes have not been afliamed to 
vote the rebellion in America, as confined to one 
fpot; when the very fame diftemper, whatever 
it was, raged over the whole continent. This 
was done to inftigate a civil warj why fliould 
they be afhamed of a fimilar finefle to reftore dQ- 
meftic peace, at a time too when we are threat- 
ened with the hoftility of foreign powers ? Let 
them now vote, that all America is fubdued, and 
tQ a people conquered, gracioufly beftow " the 
*' bleffings of peace and the fecurity of liberty.*' 
'J'he fuceefs,, real or pretended, may, if they 

pleafe, 
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plcafc^ be made the prcafnble to the aft of re* 
peal and fettlement. 

If war be not exempt from mutability, even in 
tKi5 hitherto fingle handed war with our Colonies 
alone, what will be the confequences of an un* 
favourable turn in a war with France and Spain 
united ? I would not therefore put my whole truft 
in war, fo as to neglefb every thing elfe ; left, agree- 
ably to the minifterial prognoftic,) tho' I am far 
from prefuming to adopt the lofty tone of the 
epithets fo becoming them, but fo little becom- 
ing me,) '' if their treafon be fufFered to take 
^* root, much mifchief muji grow from it, to the 
•" fafety of the loyal Colonics — to the commerce 
*' of thefe kingdoms ; — and indeed to the prefent 
V fyftem of all Europe/^ 

May treafon (fmce this revolt muft be fo) never 

take root from the continuance of tyranny t -^ 

•This is my prayer. My Lords the Bifhops will 
hardly find a better, in their form for the faft. 

Ycu will not be farther troubled on thefe Ame- 
rican affairs by your humble fervant, and his counw 
tpy's true, difinterefted, and uninfluenced friend. 
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*^>* Thefe Ten Volumes being printed in the fame Size 
.and Manner, may be had uniformly bound, il. los. 6d. 

The new preCent 3tate of Great Britain. Containing an 
Account of the Government of Great-Britain ; the Power, 
Prerogatives, and Revenues of the King ; the Laws, Cufloms^ 
^nd Privileges of Parliament ; and the Power and Methods of 
Proceeding in the feveral Courts of Juftice. A Defcriptioa 
of the Capitals of England and Scotland, their Government, 
Courts of Juftice, principal jBuildings, Trading, and othejr 
Companies, Privileges and Commerce, &c. Sec, New Edi- 
tion. Price 5s. bound. 

Advantages, and Difadvantagei of enclo£ng Wafte Lands^ 
Confidered. is- 6d. 

The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain Confidered. . 
JBy Jofliua Gee. Is[ew Edition. 3s. 

Letters concerning the prefent State of England, particu- . 
larly refpfting the Politics, Arts, Manners, and Literature 
of the Times. 6s. 

Confiderations on the Policy, Commerce, and Circum- 
Ilances of the Kingdom. 5s. 

The INTERIOR Country of North- America, from Montreal 
to New- York, which is become the Theatre of War, betweea 
the King's Troops and the Americans, is faithfully and ac- 
curately delineated in Governor PowNALi)'s Map of thb 
Middle Provinces. In this Map, all the Rivers, Falls, 
Lakes, Iflands, Creeks,Towns,Forts, Hills, &c. are to beiRttmd^ 
with their refpedive Names -, in the Provinces of Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennfylvania, Lower Counties, both Jerfeys, 
jNew-York, Connedicut, Rhode-Iflaud, Maffachufetts-Bay, 

Ne\7. 



Ncw-ttampfliirc; Sec. kc. fo that the Routs of the fevcral Ar- 
mies, their occafional Pofts, &c. may be traced with the 
greatefl Eafe and Exa£bnefs. This Map, having been collated 
and examined with the Surveys now .lying at the Board of 
Trade, may be depended upon for Authenticity. It is fur- 
ther rehd^i^d ufeful, by a curiouf and copious Typographical 
Defcriptibn of the Country. - Price los. 6d, 

A New Syft^m of Military Difcip ' ac, bounded Up6n Prin- 
ciple. By a Oeneral Officer. Qu? to. ibs. 5d. 

Franco-Gallia : or an Account t * the Antient Free State 
of France, and other Parts of Europ before the lofs of their 
Liberties. Written in Latin by . railcis Hotoman, and 
tranflated by Lord Molcfworth, with the Tranflator's Pre- 
face. 4s. bound. 

The original North Briton complete, 3 Vols. 12s. bound. 

Three Trails, viz. Obfervations on the Spanifh Papers, 
Letters to the Eleftors of Aylefbury, and Letters to the Duke 
of Grafton. By John Wilkes, Efq; 2s. 6d. fewed. 

Thefe Trafts being printed in the fame Size as the North 
Briton, the whole Four Volumes bound uniform, 15s. 

A Companion to the Royal Kalendar ; being a complete 
Lift of all the Changes made in Admlniftratlon, from the Ac- 
ceffion of the prefent King, to the* pref^nt Time ; with the 
late and brefent Parliament; all the Alterations occafiohally 
made in both ; the Right of Eleftion in each Place ; in Whofo 
Favour C6nteft5 have been decided ; the Names of the Can- 
didates, Number of Voters, &c. i s. 

The Royal Kalcnder, publiflied annually. Containing 
the authentic Lifts of all tlie Public Offices, correft Lifts of 
both Honfes of P^arliament, including all the New Crea- 
tions, the laft Alterations in every Department, &c. &c. 
Price 2s. bound in red ; 2s. 6d. with an Almanack ; 3s. 
with the Companion ; and quite complete with Companioa 
and Almanack, 3s. Cds 

^he follotwing nuere fublijh^d during the tafi Six Months 4 
A Political Paradox. 6d. 
Sertnon preached on the laft General Faft. 6d. 
Take your Choice, is. 6d. 
Mr. Eftwick's Letter to Dean Tucker, is. 6d.. 
Governor PownalPs Letter to Do£tor Adam Smith, is. 6i^ 
Journal of the Carolina Congrefs. 2s. 
Smith's Hiftory of New- York. 6». 



*- 

/ 



\ 



A .. 



5. 



V 



. »• 




"'^^^\ : 



